
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: English Language Arts
Unit Title: Building Confidence in Reading and
Writing Short English Stories
Grade Level: 7-8
Lesson Number: 1 of 5

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: [Insert Date]
Teacher: [Insert Teacher Name]
Room: [Insert Room Number]

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.1: Cite several pieces of textual evidence to support analysis of what the text
says explicitly as well as inferences drawn from the text.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.RL.7.2: Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze its development
over the course of the text.

Skills Standards:

CCSS.ELA-Literacy.W.7.3: Write narratives to develop real or imagined experiences or events using
effective technique, descriptive details, and clear structure.
CCSS.ELA-Literacy.SL.7.1: Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions to build on
others' ideas and to express their own clearly.

Cross-Curricular Links:

Language Arts: Reading, Writing, Speaking, and Listening
Technology: Online Resources, Digital Tools

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the key elements of a short story?
How can I use descriptive language to create a vivid story?

Enduring Understandings:

Students will understand the importance of descriptive language in creating a vivid story.
Students will be able to analyze and identify the key elements of a short story.

Student Context Analysis
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Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in a U-shape to facilitate group discussion
Prepare whiteboard and markers

Technology Needs:

Computer with internet access
Projector and screen

Materials Preparation:

Short story handouts
Writing paper and pencils

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students are seated safely and comfortably
Monitor student behavior during group work

Detailed Lesson Flow

Introduction and Icebreaker (10 minutes)

Welcome students and introduce the topic of building confidence in reading and writing short English
stories
Ask students to share their favorite books or stories and what they like about them

Reading and Analysis (20 minutes)

Distribute a sample short story to students and ask them to read it silently
Lead a class discussion on the story, focusing on character development, plot structure, and setting

Writing Workshop (30 minutes)

Provide students with a prompt or theme, such as "a journey to a new world" or "a mysterious
encounter"
Ask students to write a short story using the prompt, encouraging them to use descriptive language
and literary devices

Engagement Strategies:

Think-pair-share to encourage students to discuss their ideas with a partner before sharing with
the class
Gallery walk to allow students to share their work with peers

Sharing and Feedback (20 minutes)

Allow students to share their stories with a partner or in a small group
Encourage peers to provide feedback and suggestions for improvement, using a feedback protocol to
guide the discussion

Conclusion and Reflection (10 minutes)
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Summarize the key learning objectives of the lesson and ask students to reflect on what they learned
Provide opportunities for students to share their thoughts and ideas, and encourage them to continue
exploring their creativity and imagination
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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support and scaffolding
during the writing workshop
Offer one-on-one conferencing to provide
feedback and guidance

For Advanced Learners:

Provide additional challenges and
extensions, such as writing a short story in a
different genre or style
Encourage students to take on a leadership
role in the class, such as leading a
discussion or providing feedback to peers

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide visual aids and graphic organizers to support comprehension
Offer additional support and scaffolding during the writing workshop

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage students to reflect on their own learning and set goals for themselves
Provide opportunities for students to practice self-awareness, self-regulation, and self-motivation

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Observations of student participation and engagement during the lesson
Review of student writing samples and feedback

Success Criteria:

Students will be able to analyze and identify the key elements of a short story
Students will be able to use descriptive language to create a vivid story

Feedback Methods:

Verbal feedback during the writing workshop
Written feedback on student writing samples

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Ask students to write a short story using a prompt or theme, and to share it with the class at the next lesson

Extension Activities:

Encourage students to create a visual representation of their short story, such as a comic strip or
illustration
Ask students to write a short story in a different genre or style, such as science fiction or fantasy
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Parent/Guardian Connection:

Encourage parents/guardians to ask their child about their short story and provide feedback and support

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?
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Introduction to Short Stories

What is a Short Story?

A short story is a work of fiction that is typically shorter than a novel and longer than a anecdote. It usually
has a single plot, a limited number of characters, and a clear beginning, middle, and end.

Key Elements of a Short Story

Plot: The sequence of events that make up the story
Character: The people or animals that are part of the story
Setting: The time and place in which the story takes place
Theme: The underlying message or idea of the story

Types of Short Stories

Realistic fiction: Stories that are based on real-life events or situations
Fantasy: Stories that involve magical or supernatural elements
Science fiction: Stories that involve science or technology
Mystery: Stories that involve solving a puzzle or crime
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Reading and Analysis

Reading Strategies

Visualizing: Creating mental images of the story
Inferring: Making conclusions based on the text
Summarizing: Identifying the main ideas of the story

Analyzing a Short Story

Identifying the plot, character, setting, and theme
Analyzing the author's use of language and literary devices
Evaluating the effectiveness of the story

Discussion Questions

What is the main plot of the story?
What is the theme of the story?
How does the author use language and literary devices to create a vivid story?
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Writing Workshop

Writing Strategies

Brainstorming: Generating ideas for the story
Outlining: Creating a plan for the story
Drafting: Writing the first draft of the story

Writing a Short Story

Using descriptive language to create a vivid story
Developing characters and plot
Using literary devices to enhance the story

Writing Tips

Show, don't tell: Using action and dialogue to tell the story
Use sensory details: Incorporating sensory language to create a vivid story
Revise and edit: Reviewing and revising the story to improve it
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Conclusion and Reflection

Conclusion

In conclusion, building confidence in reading and writing short English stories is a crucial skill for students
to develop. Through a combination of engaging and interactive activities, students can learn to express
themselves effectively, communicate their ideas and thoughts, and develop a deeper understanding of the
world around them.

Reflection Questions

What did I learn about short stories?
How can I apply what I learned to my own writing?
What challenges did I face during the lesson, and how did I overcome them?

Next Steps

Lesson 2: Exploring Different Genres of Short Stories
Lesson 3: Creating a Short Story Anthology
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