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Assessment Details

Duration: 60 minutes Total Marks: 100

* Social Class Systems
* Social Mobility

* Economic Systems

* Global Perspectives

Topics Covered:

Instructions to Students:

1. Read all questions carefully before attempting.

2. Show all working out - marks are awarded for method.

3. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

4. If you need more space, use the additional pages at the end.

5. Time management is crucial - allocate approximately 1 minute per mark.
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Section A: Multiple Choice [20 marks]

Question 1 [2 marks]
Which of the following best defines social class?

A) A group of people with the same ethnicity
B) A group of people with the same income level

C) A group of people with the same socioeconomic status, based on factors such as
income, education, and occupation

D) A group of people with the same political affiliation

Question 2 [2 marks]

What is social mobility?

A) The movement of individuals or groups from one social class to another
B) The changes in social class systems over time

C) The comparison of social classes across different countries
D) The study of social classes and their impact on society

Question 3 [2 marks]
Which of the following countries is known for having a caste system?
A) United States
B) India
C) China
D) Brazil



Section B: Short Answer Questions [40 marks]

Question 4 [10 marks]

Describe the differences between a capitalist and a socialist economic system in terms of social
class structure. Provide examples from any two countries.

Question 5 [10 marks]

Explain how education can affect social mobility. Provide an example from any country and
discuss the implications for social class.

Question 6 [20 marks]

Compare and contrast the social class systems of two countries of your choice. How do these
systems impact the daily lives of individuals within each country? Discuss the role of economic
systems, education, and government policies in shaping social class.



Section C: Essay Question [40 marks]
Question 7 [40 marks]
Choose one of the following essay prompts and write a well-structured essay:

Essay Prompt 1: Discuss the impact of social class on health outcomes. Use evidence from at
least two different countries to support your argument.

Essay Prompt 2: Analyze the role of social class in shaping political participation and
engagement. Discuss the implications of your findings for democratic societies.



Marking Guide

Multiple Choice Questions: 1 point each
Short Answer Questions:

» Question 4: 5 points for content, 3 points for clarity and organization, 2 points for
application/examples

e Question 5: 5 points for content, 3 points for clarity and organization, 2 points for relevance
and application of the example

e Question 6: 10 points for content, 5 points for clarity and organization, 5 points for depth of
analysis and application

Essay Question:

Introduction and Thesis Statement: 10 points
Analysis and Evidence: 20 points
Organization and Clarity: 5 points
Conclusion: 5 points

Mechanics: 10 points



Implementation Guidelines and Differentiation Options

Time Allocation: 15 minutes for multiple-choice questions, 30 minutes for short answer
questions, 60 minutes for the essay question

Administration Tips: Provide a quiet, distraction-free environment. Ensure all students have the
necessary materials.

Differentiation Options:

« For Students with Visual Impairments: Provide braille or large print versions of the
assessment materials.

o For English Language Learners (ELLs): Offer a bilingual dictionary or provide definitions
for key terms in the students' native languages.

o For Students with Learning Disabilities: Provide extended time, a separate quiet room, or
the use of a scribe for the essay section.



Conclusion and Feedback

Congratulations on completing the Introduction to Social Classes Around the World assessment!
Your feedback and results will be used to guide further learning and help you understand your
strengths and areas for improvement. Please review the marking guide and implementation
guidelines to understand how your work will be evaluated.



Social Class and Education

The relationship between social class and education is complex and multifaceted. Research has shown that
students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds often face significant barriers to accessing quality education,
including limited resources, inadequate funding, and lack of access to qualified teachers. This can result in a
persistent achievement gap between students from different social classes.

Example: The Impact of Socioeconomic Status on Educational Outcomes

A study conducted in the United States found that students from low-income families were more likely to attend
underfunded schools, have less access to advanced coursework, and have lower graduation rates compared to
their peers from higher-income families. This highlights the need for targeted interventions to address the
systemic inequalities that perpetuate the achievement gap.

Case Study: The Effects of Socioeconomic Status on Educational Attainment

A longitudinal study in the United Kingdom tracked the educational outcomes of students from different
socioeconomic backgrounds. The results showed that students from lower socioeconomic backgrounds were
less likely to pursue higher education, and those who did were more likely to attend less prestigious institutions.
This case study underscores the importance of considering socioeconomic status when developing policies
aimed at promoting educational equity.

Social Class and Health Outcomes

There is a well-established link between social class and health outcomes. Individuals from lower
socioeconomic backgrounds are more likely to experience poor health outcomes, including higher rates of
chronic disease, mental health issues, and lower life expectancy. This is often due to limited access to
healthcare services, poor living conditions, and unhealthy behaviors.

Example: The Relationship Between Socioeconomic Status and Health Outcomes

A study conducted in Australia found that individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds were more likely to
experience food insecurity, which was associated with poor health outcomes, including obesity and diabetes.
This highlights the need for policies that address the social determinants of health, such as access to healthy
food and safe living environments.

Case Study: The Impact of Socioeconomic Status on Mental Health

A case study in Canada examined the relationship between socioeconomic status and mental health outcomes.
The results showed that individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds were more likely to experience
anxiety and depression, which was linked to limited access to mental health services and social support. This
case study emphasizes the importance of addressing the social determinants of mental health, such as poverty
and social isolation.

Social Class and Politics

Social class plays a significant role in shaping political attitudes and behaviors. Individuals from different
socioeconomic backgrounds often have distinct political values, priorities, and levels of engagement.
Understanding the relationship between social class and politics is essential for developing effective policies that
address the needs of diverse populations.

Example: The Relationship Between Socioeconomic Status and Political Participation

A study conducted in the United States found that individuals from higher socioeconomic backgrounds were
more likely to participate in political activities, such as voting and volunteering, compared to those from lower
socioeconomic backgrounds. This highlights the need for policies that promote civic engagement and address
the barriers to political participation faced by marginalized groups.

Case Study: The Impact of Socioeconomic Status on Political Ideology



A case study in the United Kingdom examined the relationship between socioeconomic status and political
ideology. The results showed that individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds were more likely to hold
left-leaning political views, while those from higher socioeconomic backgrounds were more likely to hold right-
leaning views. This case study underscores the importance of considering socioeconomic status when
developing policies aimed at promoting social cohesion and addressing inequality.

Global Perspectives on Social Class

Social class is a global phenomenon, with different countries and cultures experiencing unique social class
structures and dynamics. Understanding these global perspectives is essential for developing effective policies
that address the needs of diverse populations and promote social justice.

Example: Social Class in Developing Countries

A study conducted in India found that social class was a significant predictor of access to education and
healthcare, with individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds facing significant barriers to accessing
these services. This highlights the need for policies that address the social determinants of health and education
in developing countries.

Case Study: Social Class in Developed Countries

A case study in Sweden examined the relationship between social class and health outcomes. The results
showed that individuals from lower socioeconomic backgrounds were more likely to experience poor health
outcomes, despite the country's universal healthcare system. This case study emphasizes the importance of
considering socioeconomic status when developing policies aimed at promoting health equity.

Conclusion and Recommendations

In conclusion, social class is a complex and multifaceted phenomenon that plays a significant role in shaping
individual and societal outcomes. Understanding the relationship between social class and various aspects of
society, such as education, health, and politics, is essential for developing effective policies that promote social
justice and address inequality.

Example: Policy Recommendations

Based on the findings of this report, several policy recommendations can be made, including increasing access
to education and healthcare, promoting civic engagement and political participation, and addressing the social
determinants of health and education. These recommendations can help to reduce inequality and promote
social justice.

Case Study: Implementing Policy Recommendations

A case study in Canada examined the implementation of policy recommendations aimed at addressing social
class inequality. The results showed that targeted interventions, such as increasing funding for education and
healthcare, can have a positive impact on reducing inequality and promoting social justice. This case study
emphasizes the importance of evidence-based policy making and the need for ongoing evaluation and
monitoring.

Future Directions

Future research should continue to explore the complex relationships between social class and various aspects
of society, including education, health, and politics. Additionally, there is a need for more nuanced and
contextualized understandings of social class, taking into account the diversity of experiences and perspectives
within and across different socioeconomic groups.

Example: Emerging Trends and Issues

Emerging trends and issues, such as the impact of technology on social class and the growing wealth gap,
require further research and analysis. Understanding these trends and issues can help to inform policy and
practice, promoting more effective and equitable solutions to address social class inequality.



Case Study: Addressing Emerging Trends and Issues

A case study in the United States examined the impact of technology on social class, highlighting the need for
policies that address the digital divide and promote equal access to technology and digital literacy. This case
study emphasizes the importance of ongoing research and analysis to address emerging trends and issues
related to social class.
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Section A: Multiple Choice [20 marks]

Question 1 [2 marks]
Which of the following best defines social class?

A) A group of people with the same ethnicity
B) A group of people with the same income level

C) A group of people with the same socioeconomic status, based on factors such as
income, education, and occupation

D) A group of people with the same political affiliation

Question 2 [2 marks]

What is social mobility?

A) The movement of individuals or groups from one social class to another
B) The changes in social class systems over time

C) The comparison of social classes across different countries
D) The study of social classes and their impact on society

Question 3 [2 marks]
Which of the following countries is known for having a caste system?
A) United States
B) India
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Section B: Short Answer Questions [40 marks]

Question 4 [10 marks]

Describe the differences between a capitalist and a socialist economic system in terms of social
class structure. Provide examples from any two countries.

Question 5 [10 marks]

Explain how education can affect social mobility. Provide an example from any country and
discuss the implications for social class.
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Compare and contrast the social class systems of two countries of your choice. How do these
systems impact the daily lives of individuals within each country? Discuss the role of economic
systems, education, and government policies in shaping social class.



Section C: Essay Question [40 marks]
Question 7 [40 marks]
Choose one of the following essay prompts and write a well-structured essay:

Essay Prompt 1: Discuss the impact of social class on health outcomes. Use evidence from at
least two different countries to support your argument.

Essay Prompt 2: Analyze the role of social class in shaping political participation and
engagement. Discuss the implications of your findings for democratic societies.



Marking Guide

Multiple Choice Questions: 1 point each
Short Answer Questions:

» Question 4: 5 points for content, 3 points for clarity and organization, 2 points for
application/examples

e Question 5: 5 points for content, 3 points for clarity and organization, 2 points for relevance
and application of the example

e Question 6: 10 points for content, 5 points for clarity and organization, 5 points for depth of
analysis and application

Essay Question:

Introduction and Thesis Statement: 10 points
Analysis and Evidence: 20 points
Organization and Clarity: 5 points
Conclusion: 5 points

Mechanics: 10 points



Implementation Guidelines and Differentiation Options

Time Allocation: 15 minutes for multiple-choice questions, 30 minutes for short answer
questions, 60 minutes for the essay question

Administration Tips: Provide a quiet, distraction-free environment. Ensure all students have the
necessary materials.

Differentiation Options:

o For Students with Visual Impairments: Provide braille or large print versions of the
assessment materials.

o For English Language Learners (ELLs): Offer a bilingual dictionary or provide definitions
for key terms in the students' native languages.

o For Students with Learning Disabilities: Provide extended time, a separate quiet room, or
the use of a scribe for the essay section.



Conclusion and Feedback

Congratulations on completing the Introduction to Social Classes Around the World assessment!
Your feedback and results will be used to guide further learning and help you understand your
strengths and areas for improvement. Please review the marking guide and implementation
guidelines to understand how your work will be evaluated.



