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Introduction to Hamlet

Welcome to this interactive worksheet on analyzing key scenes and quotes from Hamlet! This activity is
designed to help you develop your textual knowledge and exam practice skills, while also catering to your
individual needs and learning style. As a student with diabetes and depression, you may face unique
challenges in the classroom, but with the right support and accommodations, you can succeed and thrive.

Hamlet, written by William Shakespeare, is a tragedy that explores themes of ambition, mortality, and
madness. The play follows the story of Prince Hamlet, who seeks to avenge his father's murder.
Throughout the play, Shakespeare uses literary devices such as metaphors, similes, and imagery to convey
the themes and emotions of the characters.

Understanding Hamlet

Read the following quote from Hamlet: "To be or not to be, that is the question" (Act 3, Scene 1). What does
this quote mean to you? How does it relate to the themes of the play?

This quote is one of the most famous lines in the play, and it highlights Hamlet's inner conflict. He is
questioning the meaning of life and death, and whether it is worth continuing to exist in a world filled with
suffering and injustice. This quote relates to the themes of mortality and ambition, as Hamlet is struggling
to come to terms with his father's death and his own desire for revenge.
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Character Analysis

Choose a character from Hamlet (e.g. Hamlet, Ophelia, Claudius) and create a character map. Use the
following questions to guide your analysis:

¢ What are the character's motivations and conflicts?
¢ How do they relate to other characters in the play?
¢ What themes do they represent or embody?

For example, let's analyze the character of Hamlet. Hamlet's motivations are driven by his desire for
revenge against his uncle, who murdered his father. He is conflicted between his moral values and his
desire for revenge, which leads to a inner turmoil. Hamlet's relationship with other characters, such as
Ophelia and Horatio, is also significant, as they represent different aspects of his personality and values.

Literary Devices

Read the following quote from Hamlet: "Something is rotten in the state of Denmark" (Act 1, Scene 4). Identify
and explain the literary device used in this quote (e.g. metaphor, simile, imagery).

This quote uses the literary device of metaphor, as it compares the state of Denmark to something that is
rotten. This metaphor highlights the corruption and decay that is present in the kingdom, and sets the tone
for the rest of the play. The use of this metaphor also creates a sense of foreboding and tension, as it
suggests that something is seriously wrong in the kingdom.
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Theme Development

Choose a theme from Hamlet (e.g. ambition, mortality, madness) and analyze its development throughout the
play. Use the following questions to guide your analysis:

¢ How is the theme introduced and developed in the play?
¢ What characters and scenes contribute to the theme?
¢ What message do you think Shakespeare is trying to convey through this theme?

For example, let's analyze the theme of ambition. The theme of ambition is introduced in the play through
the character of Claudius, who has ambitions to become king. Throughout the play, this theme is
developed through the characters of Hamlet and Fortinbras, who also have ambitions to achieve their
goals. Shakespeare conveys the message that ambition can be a driving force for both good and evil, and
that it can lead to both success and destruction.

Exam Practice

Read the following exam-style question: Analyze the character of Hamlet in relation to the theme of ambition.
Use the space below to write your answer, making sure to include textual evidence and analysis.

In your answer, be sure to include quotes and scenes from the play that support your analysis. For
example, you could discuss how Hamlet's ambition to avenge his father's death drives his actions
throughout the play, and how this ambition ultimately leads to his downfall. You could also analyze how
Shakespeare uses language and imagery to convey Hamlet's ambition, and how this contributes to the
overall theme of the play.
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Group Discussion

Work in a group to discuss the following question: How does the play Hamlet relate to contemporary issues
and your own life? Use the following questions to guide your discussion:

¢ What themes and characters from the play resonate with you?
¢ How can you apply the lessons and messages from the play to your own life?
¢ What insights or perspectives do you think the play offers on contemporary issues?

For example, you could discuss how the theme of ambition relates to contemporary issues such as social
media and the pressure to succeed. You could also analyze how the character of Hamlet's mental health
and emotional struggles relate to contemporary issues such as depression and anxiety.

Creative Writing

Write a creative piece (e.g. poem, short story, script) inspired by a key scene or quote from Hamlet. Use the
following questions to guide your writing:

¢ What scene or quote inspires your piece?
¢ How do you want to convey the themes and emotions of the play in your writing?
¢ What literary devices and language will you use to create a engaging and effective piece?

For example, you could write a poem inspired by the quote "To be or not to be, that is the question”. You
could explore the themes of mortality and ambition, and use literary devices such as metaphor and
imagery to convey the emotions and ideas of the play.
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Reflective Practice

Reflect on your learning throughout this activity. Use the following questions to guide your reflection:

¢ What did you learn about Hamlet and its themes?

¢ How did you apply the EFL support strategies and assistive technology to help you with your
learning?

¢ What challenges did you face, and how did you overcome them?

For example, you could reflect on how you used the EFL support strategies such as text-to-speech
software and mind mapping to help you understand the play. You could also discuss how you overcame
challenges such as difficulty with vocabulary or comprehension by using assistive technology such as
speech-to-text software.

Self-Assessment

Assess your own learning and understanding of Hamlet. Use the following criteria to guide your self-
assessment:

¢ Textual knowledge: Do you understand the plot, characters, and themes of the play?

e Exam practice: Can you analyze and interpret key scenes and quotes from the play?

e EFL support strategies: Did you effectively use the support strategies and assistive technology
provided?

For example, you could assess your own understanding of the play by evaluating your ability to summarize
the plot, identify key themes and characters, and analyze quotes and scenes. You could also assess your
use of EFL support strategies and assistive technology by evaluating how effectively you used them to
support your learning.
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Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this interactive worksheet on analyzing key scenes and quotes from Hamlet!
Remember to use the skills and knowledge you developed throughout this activity to help you with your future
studies and exams.

Keep practicing and stay motivated — you can achieve your goals and succeed in your academic pursuits!

Don't forget to use the EFL support strategies and assistive technology provided to help you with your
learning, and don't hesitate to ask for help if you need it.
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Advanced Concepts

As we delve deeper into the world of Hamlet, it's essential to explore the advanced concepts that underpin the play. One of the most
critical aspects of Hamlet is the theme of mortality, which is woven throughout the narrative. This theme is expertly intertwined with
the concept of ambition, as Hamlet's desire for revenge drives the plot forward. To fully comprehend the play, it's crucial to analyze

the ways in which Shakespeare uses literary devices, such as metaphor and imagery, to convey the complexities of human emotion.

Case Study: The Mousetrap Play

The Mousetrap play, which appears in Act 3, Scene 2, is a prime example of Shakespeare's use of meta-theatricality. This device
allows the audience to witness the play-within-a-play, which serves as a commentary on the nature of reality and performance. By
analyzing this scene, we can gain a deeper understanding of Shakespeare's exploration of truth and deception, as well as the ways in
which the play blurs the lines between reality and fiction.

Example: Hamlet's Soliloquy

Hamlet's soliloquy in Act 3, Scene 1, is a masterclass in Shakespeare's use of language and literary devices. The famous "To be or not
to be" speech is a beautifully crafted exploration of the human condition, as Hamlet grapples with the complexities of existence and
mortality. By examining this soliloquy, we can gain insight into Hamlet's psychological state, as well as the ways in which
Shakespeare uses language to convey the depths of human emotion.

Character Analysis

A thorough analysis of the characters in Hamlet is essential to understanding the play's themes and plot. Each character, from
Hamlet to Ophelia, plays a crucial role in the narrative, and their interactions and relationships with one another drive the story
forward. By examining the characters' motivations, conflicts, and relationships, we can gain a deeper understanding of the play's
exploration of human nature and the complexities of the human experience.

Character Profile: Ophelia

Ophelia, often overlooked as a minor character, plays a pivotal role in the play. Her descent into madness serves as a commentary on
the societal expectations placed upon women during the Elizabethan era, as well as the devastating consequences of the actions of
those around her. By analyzing Ophelia's character, we can gain insight into the ways in which Shakespeare uses her as a foil to
Hamlet, highlighting the differences between their experiences and the ways in which they navigate the complexities of the world
around them.

Group Activity: Character Mapping

Create a character map, exploring the relationships between the characters in Hamlet. Consider their motivations, conflicts, and
interactions, and analyze how these relationships drive the plot forward. This activity will help you develop a deeper
understanding of the play's characters and their roles in the narrative.

Themes and Motifs

Hamlet is a play rich in themes and motifs, each of which adds depth and complexity to the narrative. The themes of mortality,
ambition, and madness are expertly intertwined, creating a nuanced exploration of the human experience. By analyzing these themes
and motifs, we can gain a deeper understanding of Shakespeare's commentary on the human condition, as well as the ways in which
the play continues to resonate with audiences today.
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Theme Analysis: Mortality

The theme of mortality is a pervasive one in Hamlet, with characters constantly grappling with the complexities of death and the
afterlife. By examining the ways in which Shakespeare explores this theme, we can gain insight into the human fear of mortality, as
well as the ways in which it shapes our understanding of the world around us.

Reflection: Personal Connection

Consider how the themes and motifs in Hamlet relate to your own life and experiences. How do the characters and their
struggles resonate with you? What insights or perspectives do you think the play offers on the human condition? Reflecting on
these questions will help you develop a deeper understanding of the play and its continued relevance in modern society.



Historical Context

To fully appreciate the complexity and nuance of Hamlet, it's essential to consider the historical context in which it was written. The
Elizabethan era was a time of great change and upheaval, with the English Renaissance in full swing. By examining the historical
context of the play, we can gain a deeper understanding of the cultural, social, and political influences that shaped Shakespeare's
writing.

Historical Context: The English Renaissance

The English Renaissance was a time of great cultural and artistic transformation, with writers such as Shakespeare, Marlowe, and
Jonson pushing the boundaries of literature and theatre. By analyzing the ways in which the English Renaissance influenced Hamlet,
we can gain insight into the play's exploration of themes such as ambition, mortality, and the human condition.

Example: Shakespeare's Use of Language

Shakespeare's use of language in Hamlet is a masterclass in linguistic complexity and nuance. By examining the ways in which he
uses language to convey the themes and emotions of the play, we can gain a deeper understanding of the play's exploration of the
human experience. Consider how Shakespeare's use of language contributes to the play's continued relevance and resonance with
modern audiences.

Critical Perspectives

Hamlet has been subject to a wide range of critical perspectives over the years, each of which offers a unique insight into the play's
themes, characters, and historical context. By examining these critical perspectives, we can gain a deeper understanding of the play's
complexity and nuance, as well as the ways in which it continues to be relevant and resonant with modern audiences.

Critical Perspective: Feminist Criticism

Feminist criticism offers a unique perspective on Hamlet, highlighting the ways in which the play portrays women and their roles in
society. By analyzing the characters of Ophelia, Gertrude, and the female figures in the play, we can gain insight into the ways in which
Shakespeare's portrayal of women reflects and challenges the societal norms of the time.

Group Activity: Critical Perspective Analysis

Choose a critical perspective (e.g. feminist, Marxist, postcolonial) and analyze how it applies to Hamlet. Consider how the
critical perspective sheds new light on the play's themes, characters, and historical context. This activity will help you develop a
deeper understanding of the play's complexity and nuance, as well as the ways in which it continues to be relevant and resonant
with modern audiences.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Hamlet is a play that continues to captivate and inspire audiences with its complex characters, nuanced themes, and
masterful use of language. By examining the play's historical context, critical perspectives, and literary devices, we can gain a deeper
understanding of its continued relevance and resonance in modern society. As we reflect on the play's exploration of the human
condition, we are reminded of the power of theatre to challenge, inspire, and transform us.

Reflection: Final Thoughts
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Take a moment to reflect on your journey through Hamlet. What insights or perspectives have you gained? How has the play
challenged or inspired you? What do you think is the most important message or theme of the play? Reflecting on these
questions will help you solidify your understanding of the play and its continued relevance in modern society.

& PL qlTAnaIyzing Key Scenes and Quotes from Hamlet: A
3 Multisensory Approach




Introduction to Hamlet

Welcome to this interactive worksheet on analyzing key scenes and quotes from Hamlet! This activity is
designed to help you develop your textual knowledge and exam practice skills, while also catering to your
individual needs and learning style. As a student with diabetes and depression, you may face unique
challenges in the classroom, but with the right support and accommodations, you can succeed and thrive.

Hamlet, written by William Shakespeare, is a tragedy that explores themes of ambition, mortality, and
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Character Analysis

Choose a character from Hamlet (e.g. Hamlet, Ophelia, Claudius) and create a character map. Use the
following questions to guide your analysis:

¢ What are the character's motivations and conflicts?
¢ How do they relate to other characters in the play?
¢ What themes do they represent or embody?

For example, let's analyze the character of Hamlet. Hamlet's motivations are driven by his desire for
revenge against his uncle, who murdered his father. He is conflicted between his moral values and his
desire for revenge, which leads to a inner turmoil. Hamlet's relationship with other characters, such as
Ophelia and Horatio, is also significant, as they represent different aspects of his personality and values.

Literary Devices

Read the following quote from Hamlet: "Something is rotten in the state of Denmark" (Act 1, Scene 4). Identify
and explain the literary device used in this quote (e.g. metaphor, simile, imagery).

This quote uses the literary device of metaphor, as it compares the state of Denmark to something that is
rotten. This metaphor highlights the corruption and decay that is present in the kingdom, and sets the tone
for the rest of the play. The use of this metaphor also creates a sense of foreboding and tension, as it
suggests that something is seriously wrong in the kingdom.
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Theme Development

Choose a theme from Hamlet (e.g. ambition, mortality, madness) and analyze its development throughout the
play. Use the following questions to guide your analysis:

¢ How is the theme introduced and developed in the play?
¢ What characters and scenes contribute to the theme?
¢ What message do you think Shakespeare is trying to convey through this theme?

For example, let's analyze the theme of ambition. The theme of ambition is introduced in the play through
the character of Claudius, who has ambitions to become king. Throughout the play, this theme is
developed through the characters of Hamlet and Fortinbras, who also have ambitions to achieve their
goals. Shakespeare conveys the message that ambition can be a driving force for both good and evil, and
that it can lead to both success and destruction.

Exam Practice

Read the following exam-style question: Analyze the character of Hamlet in relation to the theme of ambition.
Use the space below to write your answer, making sure to include textual evidence and analysis.

In your answer, be sure to include quotes and scenes from the play that support your analysis. For
example, you could discuss how Hamlet's ambition to avenge his father's death drives his actions
throughout the play, and how this ambition ultimately leads to his downfall. You could also analyze how
Shakespeare uses language and imagery to convey Hamlet's ambition, and how this contributes to the
overall theme of the play.
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Group Discussion

Work in a group to discuss the following question: How does the play Hamlet relate to contemporary issues
and your own life? Use the following questions to guide your discussion:

¢ What themes and characters from the play resonate with you?
¢ How can you apply the lessons and messages from the play to your own life?
¢ What insights or perspectives do you think the play offers on contemporary issues?

For example, you could discuss how the theme of ambition relates to contemporary issues such as social
media and the pressure to succeed. You could also analyze how the character of Hamlet's mental health
and emotional struggles relate to contemporary issues such as depression and anxiety.

Creative Writing

Write a creative piece (e.g. poem, short story, script) inspired by a key scene or quote from Hamlet. Use the
following questions to guide your writing:

¢ What scene or quote inspires your piece?
e How do you want to convey the themes and emotions of the play in your writing?
e What literary devices and language will you use to create a engaging and effective piece?

For example, you could write a poem inspired by the quote "To be or not to be, that is the question”. You
could explore the themes of mortality and ambition, and use literary devices such as metaphor and
imagery to convey the emotions and ideas of the play.
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Reflective Practice

Reflect on your learning throughout this activity. Use the following questions to guide your reflection:

¢ What did you learn about Hamlet and its themes?

¢ How did you apply the EFL support strategies and assistive technology to help you with your
learning?

¢ What challenges did you face, and how did you overcome them?

For example, you could reflect on how you used the EFL support strategies such as text-to-speech
software and mind mapping to help you understand the play. You could also discuss how you overcame
challenges such as difficulty with vocabulary or comprehension by using assistive technology such as
speech-to-text software.

Self-Assessment

Assess your own learning and understanding of Hamlet. Use the following criteria to guide your self-
assessment:

¢ Textual knowledge: Do you understand the plot, characters, and themes of the play?

e Exam practice: Can you analyze and interpret key scenes and quotes from the play?

e EFL support strategies: Did you effectively use the support strategies and assistive technology
provided?

For example, you could assess your own understanding of the play by evaluating your ability to summarize
the plot, identify key themes and characters, and analyze quotes and scenes. You could also assess your
use of EFL support strategies and assistive technology by evaluating how effectively you used them to
support your learning.

Copyright 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this interactive worksheet on analyzing key scenes and quotes from Hamlet!
Remember to use the skills and knowledge you developed throughout this activity to help you with your future
studies and exams.

Keep practicing and stay motivated — you can achieve your goals and succeed in your academic pursuits!

Don't forget to use the EFL support strategies and assistive technology provided to help you with your
learning, and don't hesitate to ask for help if you need it.
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