
Introduction to World War 2: Causes, Major Events, and
Global Impact

Introduction

Welcome to our lesson on World War 2: Causes, Major Events, and Global Impact. This lesson is designed
for UK Primary School students and is tailored to meet the needs of mixed ability learners. The learning
objectives for this lesson are:

To describe the main causes and effects of World War 2
To identify key leaders and their roles
To analyze the impact of the war on the world
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Background Information

World War 2 was a global conflict that lasted from 1939 to 1945, involving most of the world's nations,
including all of the great powers. It was the most widespread war in history, with more than 100 million
people from over 30 countries participating. The war was fought between two main alliances: the Allies,
which consisted of the United Kingdom, the United States, and the Soviet Union, among others; and the
Axis, which consisted of Germany, Italy, and Japan.

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
a simplified timeline of major events and a list of
key leaders and their roles will be provided.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, a group discussion on the causes
and effects of the war will be led, and a
multimedia presentation on a specific aspect of
the war will be created.

Extension: For students who need a challenge,
research and analysis of the impact of the war on
a specific country or region will be conducted, and
a detailed report on their findings will be written.
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Learning Activities

The following learning activities will be used to achieve the learning objectives:

Interactive Timeline: Students will create an interactive timeline of major events during World War 2,
highlighting key battles, treaties, and alliances.
Multimedia Presentations: Students will create a multimedia presentation on a specific aspect of the
war, such as the role of a key leader or the impact of the war on a specific country.
Group Discussions: Students will participate in a group discussion on the causes and effects of the
war, and analyze the impact of the war on the world.
Quiz: A quiz will be administered to assess students' understanding of the material.

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
a template for the interactive timeline and a list of
guiding questions for the group discussion will be
provided.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, a choice of topics for the
multimedia presentation and a set of discussion
questions for the group discussion will be
provided.

Extension: For students who need a challenge, a
set of advanced questions for the quiz and a
requirement to include primary sources in their
multimedia presentation will be provided.
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Implementation Steps

1. Introduction (10 minutes): Introduce the topic of World War 2 and provide a brief overview of the war.
2. Interactive Timeline (20 minutes): Have students create an interactive timeline of major events during

World War 2.
3. Multimedia Presentations (30 minutes): Have students create a multimedia presentation on a

specific aspect of the war.
4. Group Discussions (20 minutes): Have students participate in a group discussion on the causes and

effects of the war.
5. Quiz (20 minutes): Administer a quiz to assess students' understanding of the material.

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
additional time will be allocated for the interactive
timeline and group discussion activities.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, opportunities for peer feedback
and self-assessment will be provided during the
multimedia presentation and group discussion
activities.

Extension: For students who need a challenge,
additional time will be allocated for research and
analysis, and a requirement to present their
findings to the class will be included.
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Time Management Considerations

Time Allocation: Allocate sufficient time for each activity, taking into account the age range and
attention span of the students.
Pacing: Ensure that the pace of the lesson is appropriate for the students, with opportunities for
reflection and feedback.

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
regular breaks and check-ins will be provided to
ensure they are keeping up with the lesson.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, opportunities for self-directed
learning and peer-to-peer support will be provided.

Extension: For students who need a challenge,
additional time will be allocated for independent
research and analysis, and a requirement to
reflect on their own learning will be included.
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Student Engagement Factors

Interest: Use multimedia presentations and interactive timelines to engage students and spark their
interest in the topic.
Relevance: Emphasize the relevance of the topic to students' lives, highlighting the impact of the war
on the world and its continued significance today.
Autonomy: Provide students with choices and opportunities for autonomy, such as selecting the topic
of their multimedia presentation.

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
a choice of topics for the multimedia presentation
will be limited to ensure they can manage the
workload.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, a range of topics for the
multimedia presentation will be provided, and
opportunities for peer feedback and self-
assessment will be included.

Extension: For students who need a challenge, a
requirement to include primary sources and a
range of perspectives in their multimedia
presentation will be included, and opportunities
for independent research and analysis will be
provided.
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Assessment Opportunities

Formative Assessment: Use group discussions and quizzes to assess students' understanding of the
material and provide feedback.
Summative Assessment: Use the multimedia presentations and interactive timelines to assess
students' knowledge and understanding of the topic.

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
regular check-ins and feedback will be provided to
ensure they are meeting the learning objectives.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, opportunities for self-assessment
and peer feedback will be provided, and a range of
assessment criteria will be used to evaluate their
work.

Extension: For students who need a challenge, a
requirement to reflect on their own learning and
set goals for future learning will be included, and a
range of advanced assessment criteria will be
used to evaluate their work.
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Inclusive Education Strategies

Differentiation: Implement differentiation strategies to cater to diverse learning needs, including
foundation, core, and extension activities.
Accessibility: Ensure that all materials and activities are accessible to students with disabilities,
providing accommodations as needed.

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
accommodations such as extra time, a reader, or
a scribe will be provided as needed.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, opportunities for peer support and
self-directed learning will be provided.

Extension: For students who need a challenge,
opportunities for independent research and
analysis will be provided, and a requirement to
reflect on their own learning will be included.
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Resources

Resource Description
Interactive Timeline
Software

Software for creating interactive timelines, such as Timeline JS or Microsoft
Excel

Multimedia Presentation
Software Software for creating multimedia presentations, such as PowerPoint or Prezi

Quiz Software Software for creating and administering quizzes, such as Kahoot or Quizlet

World War 2 Textbooks Textbooks on World War 2, such as "The Oxford Illustrated History of World
War II"

Online Resources Online resources, such as the BBC's World War 2 website or the National
World War II Museum's website

Foundation, Core, and Extension Activities

Foundation: For students who need extra support,
a simplified version of the resources will be
provided, such as a graphic organizer for the
interactive timeline.

Core: For students who are working at the
expected level, a range of resources will be
provided, including primary sources and
multimedia presentations.

Extension: For students who need a challenge,
advanced resources such as academic articles
and primary sources will be provided, and a
requirement to evaluate the credibility of sources
will be included.
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Conclusion

The introduction to World War 2: Causes, Major Events, and Global Impact lesson plan is designed to
provide students with a comprehensive understanding of the topic, while catering to diverse learning needs
and abilities. By incorporating mixed ability differentiation, interactive learning activities, and inclusive
education strategies, students will be engaged and motivated to learn about this significant historical event.


