
The Lute in Medieval Music and Literature

Student Name: _______________________

Class: _______________________

Due Date: _______________________



Introduction to The Lute in Medieval Music and Literature

The lute is a stringed musical instrument that was highly popular during the medieval period in Europe. It played
a significant role in the music and literature of that time, symbolizing love, beauty, and refinement. In this
homework assignment, you will delve into the world of medieval music and literature, exploring the importance
of the lute and its cultural significance.
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Vocabulary Building

Vocabulary Related to Music and Literature

Lyre: a stringed musical instrument
Minstrel: a musician or poet who travels from place to place performing for audiences
Sonnet: a 14-line poem with a specific rhyme scheme
Ballad: a narrative poem or song that tells a story
Refine: to make something more elegant or cultured
Symbolize: to represent an idea or concept

Match the vocabulary words with their definitions:

1. Lyre: _______________________
2. Minstrel: _______________________
3. Sonnet: _______________________
4. Ballad: _______________________
5. Refine: _______________________
�. Symbolize: _______________________



Reading Comprehension

During the medieval period, the lute was a popular instrument among minstrels and nobles. It was often played
in courts and castles, and was considered a symbol of refinement and culture. The lute was also used in
literature, with many poets and writers using it as a metaphor for love and beauty.

Questions:

1. What was the lute used for during the medieval period?
2. Who played the lute?
3. What did the lute symbolize?



Paragraph Writing

Imagine you are a medieval minstrel, and describe the role of the lute in your performances. Use vocabulary
related to music and literature to create a descriptive paragraph.

Guidelines:

Write a paragraph of around 100-150 words
Use at least three vocabulary words from the list
Describe the lute and its significance in medieval music and literature



Drawing or Sketching

Draw or sketch a picture of a lute, labeling its different parts. You can also draw a scene of a minstrel playing
the lute in a medieval setting.

Guidelines:

Use a pencil or crayon to draw the lute
Label the different parts of the lute (e.g. neck, body, strings)
Create a medieval setting, including a minstrel and a castle or court



Reflection and Review

Reflect on what you have learned about the lute and its significance in medieval music and literature. Review
your vocabulary and paragraph for accuracy and completeness.

Questions:

1. What did you learn about the lute?
2. How did you use vocabulary related to music and literature in your paragraph?
3. What would you like to learn more about?



Extension Activity - Research Project

Conduct a more in-depth research project on the lute, exploring its history, cultural significance, and impact on
medieval music and literature.

Guidelines:

Research the lute using reliable sources
Create a short report or presentation about your findings
Include images and examples to support your research



Extension Activity - Creative Writing

Write a short story or poem about a medieval minstrel and their lute, using descriptive language and imaginative
scenarios.

Guidelines:

Write a short story or poem of around 200-250 words
Use vocabulary related to music and literature
Create a medieval setting and characters



Extension Activity - Presentation

Create a short presentation about the lute, using visual aids and speaking confidently about its importance in
medieval music and literature.

Guidelines:

Create a short presentation of around 2-3 minutes
Use images and examples to support your presentation
Practice speaking confidently and clearly



Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this homework assignment! You have learned about the lute and its significance
in medieval music and literature, and have practiced your language arts skills and creativity. Remember to
reflect on your learning and review your work regularly to reinforce your understanding.
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Advanced Concepts

As you delve deeper into the world of medieval music and literature, you will encounter more advanced
concepts that will help you better understand the significance of the lute. One such concept is the use of
symbolism in medieval literature, where the lute is often used to represent love, beauty, and refinement. Another
concept is the role of the minstrel in medieval society, where they were not only entertainers but also storytellers
and historians.

Case Study: The Lute in Medieval Literature

In medieval literature, the lute is often used as a symbol of love and beauty. For example, in the poem "The
Canterbury Tales" by Geoffrey Chaucer, the lute is used to represent the love between two characters. Similarly,
in the novel "The Romance of the Rose" by Guillaume de Lorris, the lute is used to symbolize the beauty and
refinement of the female protagonist.



Historical Context

To fully understand the significance of the lute in medieval music and literature, it is essential to consider the
historical context in which it was used. During the medieval period, the lute was a popular instrument among the
nobility and was often played in courts and castles. The lute was also used in religious ceremonies and was
considered a symbol of spiritual devotion.

Example: The Lute in Medieval Art

In medieval art, the lute is often depicted in paintings and sculptures as a symbol of love and beauty. For
example, in the painting "The Garden of Earthly Delights" by Hieronymus Bosch, the lute is depicted as a symbol
of temptation and sin. Similarly, in the sculpture "The Virgin and Child with Saint John the Baptist" by
Michelangelo, the lute is depicted as a symbol of spiritual devotion.



Cultural Significance

The lute has significant cultural importance in medieval music and literature, representing love, beauty, and
refinement. It was also a symbol of social status, with only the nobility and wealthy merchants able to afford the
instrument. The lute was also used in cultural ceremonies and was considered a symbol of community and
social bonding.

Research Task: The Cultural Significance of the Lute

Research the cultural significance of the lute in medieval music and literature. How was the lute used in
cultural ceremonies and what did it represent in terms of social status and community? Write a short report
on your findings, including examples and evidence from medieval sources.



Literary Analysis

In medieval literature, the lute is often used as a literary device to represent love, beauty, and refinement. For
example, in the poem "The Faerie Queene" by Edmund Spenser, the lute is used to represent the love between
the knight and his lady. Similarly, in the novel "The Decameron" by Giovanni Boccaccio, the lute is used to
symbolize the beauty and refinement of the female protagonist.

Extension: Literary Analysis

Choose a medieval literary work that features the lute as a literary device. Analyze the use of the lute in the
work, considering its symbolism and significance in the context of the story. Write a short essay on your
findings, including examples and evidence from the text.



Musical Analysis

The lute was a popular musical instrument in medieval music, used in a variety of genres including courtly love
songs and instrumental pieces. The lute was known for its expressive and emotive sound, and was often used
to accompany singers and other instruments.

Example: The Lute in Medieval Music

Listen to a recording of a medieval lute piece, such as "The Lute Music of John Dowland". Analyze the use of the
lute in the piece, considering its melody, harmony, and rhythm. Write a short report on your findings, including
examples and evidence from the music.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the lute is a significant instrument in medieval music and literature, representing love, beauty, and
refinement. Its cultural significance and literary analysis provide valuable insights into the medieval period and
its values. Through musical analysis and research tasks, we can gain a deeper understanding of the lute and its
importance in medieval society.

Research Task: The Legacy of the Lute

Research the legacy of the lute in modern music and literature. How has the lute influenced contemporary
music and literature, and what are its continued cultural significance and relevance? Write a short report on
your findings, including examples and evidence from modern sources.
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Well done on completing your homework children!


