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Creating Digital Character Maps and Profiles to Explore Themes
and Relationships in the Novel

Introduction

In this lesson, students will learn how to create digital character maps and profiles to explore themes and
relationships in a novel. This approach will enhance their understanding of literary works and develop their
critical thinking skills. The lesson will incorporate digital learning tools and resources to make the learning
process more engaging and accessible.

Lesson Objectives

Students will be able to analyze characters and their relationships within a novel.

Students will understand how to use digital learning tools and resources to create interactive and
comprehensive character maps and profiles.

Students will develop critical thinking skills and learn to reflect on their learning process.
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Materials

Copies of the novel

Computers or tablets with internet access

Digital mind mapping software (e.g. MindMeister or Coggle)
Online collaboration platforms (e.g. Google Jamboard or Padlet)

Digital annotation tools (e.g. Hypothesis or Annotation Studio)

Lesson Plan

The lesson will be divided into six sections: Introduction and Hook, Direct Instruction, Guided Practice,
Independent Practice, Group Share and Discussion, and Conclusion and Reflection.
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Introduction and Hook (10 minutes)

Introduce the lesson and explain the objectives. Ask students to consider how their favorite book or movie
characters influence the plot. Provide a brief overview of the importance of character analysis in
understanding novels.

Direct Instruction (15 minutes)

Provide a direct instruction on what character maps and profiles are, how they are used in novel analysis,
and the benefits of creating them digitally. Show examples of character maps and profiles from popular
novels. Introduce the digital tools that will be used, such as mind mapping software and online collaboration
platforms.
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Guided Practice (20 minutes)

Guide students through the process of creating a simple digital character map using a selected novel.
Demonstrate how to use the digital tool and have students work in pairs to start creating their maps. Circulate

around the room to assist as needed and provide feedback.

Independent Practice (25 minutes)

Have students work independently on their digital character maps and profiles. Provide a choice of activities,
such as creating a character map for a main character, analyzing a pivotal scene from the novel, or creating
a comprehensive digital character profile. Circulate around the room to assist as needed and provide

feedback.
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Group Share and Discussion (20 minutes)

Have students share their work in small groups, discussing the themes and relationships they've identified.
Encourage peer feedback and deeper analysis of the novel. Facilitate a whole-class discussion on the key
findings and insights gained from the activity.

Conclusion and Reflection (10 minutes)

Summarize the key points and provide feedback. Ask students to reflect on what they learned, how the digital
tools aided their analysis, and what they would do differently next time. Provide time for students to reflect on
their learning process and the effectiveness of the digital tools.
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Assessment

Observe student participation during the group share and discussion. Review student digital character maps
and profiles for understanding and completeness. Collect and review student reflections for understanding

and self-awareness.

Extension

Have students create a digital portfolio of their work, including character maps, profiles, and reflections. Ask
students to create a multimedia presentation (e.g. video, podcast, infographic) that explores a character's
motivations, conflicts, and relationships. Have students research and create a digital exhibit on the historical

or cultural context of the novel.
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Safety Considerations

Ensure that all digital tools and resources used are accessible to all students, including those with disabilities.
Establish clear rules for online behavior and consequences for violating these rules. Monitor student activity

during digital lessons and intervene if necessary.

Conclusion

In conclusion, creating digital character maps and profiles is a valuable approach to exploring themes and
relationships in novels. This method enhances student understanding of literary works and develops critical
thinking skills. By incorporating digital learning tools and resources, students can engage more deeply with

the material and develop essential skills for the 21st century.



Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their analysis, they can explore more advanced concepts, such as character
development, symbolism, and themes. These concepts can be integrated into their digital character maps and
profiles, allowing for a deeper understanding of the novel. For example, students can analyze how a character's
development throughout the novel relates to the overall theme, or how symbolism is used to convey meaning.

Case Study: Analyzing Character Development in To Kill a Mockingbird

In Harper Lee's To Kill a Mockingbird, the character of Scout Finch undergoes significant development
throughout the novel. Students can create a digital character map to track Scout's development, exploring how
her experiences and relationships shape her understanding of the world. This can include analyzing her
interactions with her father, Atticus, and her brother, Jem, as well as her encounters with the reclusive neighbor,
Boo Radley.

Digital Tools and Resources

There are a variety of digital tools and resources available to support students in creating digital character maps
and profiles. These include mind mapping software, such as MindMeister or Coggle, and online collaboration
platforms, such as Google Jamboard or Padlet. Additionally, digital annotation tools, such as Hypothesis or
Annotation Studio, can be used to facilitate close reading and analysis of the novel.

Example: Using MindMeister to Create a Digital Character Map

MindMeister is a mind mapping software that allows students to create digital maps and share them with others.
Students can use MindMeister to create a character map, including characters, relationships, and themes. They
can also add images, videos, and other multimedia elements to enhance their map.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessing and evaluating student understanding of digital character maps and profiles requires a range of
strategies. These can include observing student participation during group work, reviewing student digital maps
and profiles, and collecting and reviewing student reflections. Additionally, teachers can use rubrics and other
assessment tools to evaluate student understanding and provide feedback.

Assessment Rubric: Digital Character Map

The following rubric can be used to assess student digital character maps: content (40%), organization and
design (30%), use of digital tools and resources (20%), and reflection and self-assessment (10%).

Conclusion and Future Directions

In conclusion, creating digital character maps and profiles is a valuable approach to exploring themes and
relationships in novels. This method enhances student understanding of literary works and develops critical
thinking skills. As technology continues to evolve, it is likely that new digital tools and resources will become
available to support this approach. Teachers can stay up-to-date with the latest developments and incorporate
them into their teaching practice.

Future Directions: Using Artificial Intelligence to Enhance Digital Character Maps

One potential future direction for digital character maps is the use of artificial intelligence (Al) to enhance their
creation and analysis. For example, Al-powered tools could be used to automatically generate character maps
based on a novel's text, or to analyze student maps and provide feedback.
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Appendix

The appendix includes additional resources and materials to support teachers in implementing digital character
maps and profiles in their classrooms. These can include sample lesson plans, rubrics, and assessment tools.

Sample Lesson Plan: Creating Digital Character Maps

A sample lesson plan that outlines the steps and activities for creating digital character maps, including
objectives, materials, and procedures.

Glossary

A glossary of key terms used in the document, including definitions and explanations. This can include terms
such as "digital character map," "mind mapping software," and "online collaboration platform."

Glossary of Terms

A list of key terms and their definitions, formatted alphabetically.
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Group Share and Discussion (20 minutes)
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findings and insights gained from the activity.

Conclusion and Reflection (10 minutes)

Summarize the key points and provide feedback. Ask students to reflect on what they learned, how the digital
tools aided their analysis, and what they would do differently next time. Provide time for students to reflect on
their learning process and the effectiveness of the digital tools.
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Safety Considerations

Ensure that all digital tools and resources used are accessible to all students, including those with disabilities.
Establish clear rules for online behavior and consequences for violating these rules. Monitor student activity

during digital lessons and intervene if necessary.

Conclusion

In conclusion, creating digital character maps and profiles is a valuable approach to exploring themes and
relationships in novels. This method enhances student understanding of literary works and develops critical
thinking skills. By incorporating digital learning tools and resources, students can engage more deeply with

the material and develop essential skills for the 21st century.



