
Marine Biodiversity and Conservation Worksheet

Introduction to Marine Biodiversity

Read the following introduction and answer the questions that follow:

Marine biodiversity refers to the variety of different species that live in the ocean, from tiny plankton to
massive blue whales. These species depend on each other for survival, and their loss can have significant
impacts on the entire ecosystem. Human activities such as pollution, overfishing, and coastal
development can harm marine life and ecosystems. It is essential to understand the importance of marine
biodiversity and the impact of human activities to take action towards conservation.

1. What is marine biodiversity?

2. Why is it important to understand marine biodiversity?
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Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the correct answer for each question:

1. What is marine biodiversity?
a) The variety of different species that live in the ocean
b) The number of fish in the ocean
c) The size of the ocean
d) The depth of the ocean

2. What is the main cause of coral bleaching?
a) Overfishing
b) Pollution
c) Climate change
d) Coastal development
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Short Answer Questions

Answer the following questions in complete sentences:

1. Describe the impact of overfishing on marine ecosystems.

2. What are some ways to conserve marine biodiversity?
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Essay Question

Choose one of the following essay questions and write a short essay response:

1. Discuss the importance of marine biodiversity and the impact of human activities on marine
ecosystems.

2. Describe a conservation effort that you would implement to protect marine biodiversity and explain
why it is essential.
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Marine Food Chain Activity

Create a diagram of a marine food chain, including at least five species. Label each species and describe
their role in the ecosystem.

[Space for diagram]
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Case Study: The Great Barrier Reef

Read the following case study and answer the questions that follow:

The Great Barrier Reef is one of the most biodiverse ecosystems in the world, with over 1,500 species of
fish and 600 species of coral. However, the reef is facing significant threats from climate change,
pollution, and overfishing.

1. What are some of the threats facing the Great Barrier Reef?

2. How can individuals contribute to the conservation of the Great Barrier Reef?
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Reflection and Conclusion

Reflect on what you have learned about marine biodiversity and conservation. Answer the following
questions:

1. What was the most surprising thing you learned about marine biodiversity?

2. How will this learning change your actions in the future?

3. What questions do you still have about marine biodiversity and conservation?
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Additional Resources

Explore the following resources to learn more about marine biodiversity and conservation:

National Geographic Kids: Marine Life
Marine Conservation Society: Educational Resources
Ocean Conservancy: Marine Debris Program
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