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Introduction to the Invention of Writing

The invention of writing is one of the most significant achievements in human history. It has enabled us to
record our thoughts, ideas, and experiences, and has played a crucial role in the development of civilization.
In this lesson, we will explore the invention of writing and its impact on Sumerian society.

The invention of writing is believed to have occurred around 3500 BCE in ancient Sumeria, which is now
modern-day Irag. The Sumerians developed a writing system known as cuneiform, which consisted of
wedge-shaped characters inscribed on clay tablets. This writing system allowed the Sumerians to record
their laws, business transactions, and literary works, and it played a key role in the development of their
society.

The Significance of Writing in Human History

Writing has had a profound impact on human history. It has enabled us to record our knowledge, ideas, and
experiences, and has played a crucial role in the development of science, literature, and art.

The invention of writing has allowed us to preserve our cultural heritage and to learn from the past. It has
also enabled us to communicate with each other over long distances and to share our ideas and
knowledge with others. In addition, writing has played a key role in the development of education, as it has
allowed us to record and transmit knowledge from one generation to the next.
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The Evolution of Writing

The evolution of writing has been a long and complex process. It has involved the development of different
writing systems, such as hieroglyphics, alphabets, and syllabaries, and has been influenced by a variety of
factors, including technology, culture, and politics.

One of the earliest forms of writing was hieroglyphics, which was developed by the ancient Egyptians
around 3000 BCE. Hieroglyphics consisted of pictorial symbols that represented objects, concepts, and
sounds. Over time, hieroglyphics evolved into a more complex system of writing that included phonetic
symbols and determinatives.

The Development of Cuneiform Script

Cuneiform script was developed by the Sumerians around 3500 BCE. It consisted of wedge-shaped
characters inscribed on clay tablets and was used to record a variety of texts, including laws, business
transactions, and literary works.

Cuneiform script was a complex system of writing that included over 600 characters. It was written from
top to bottom and was used to record a variety of languages, including Sumerian, Akkadian, and Hittite.
Cuneiform script played a key role in the development of Sumerian society and was used for over 3,000
years.

Copyright 2023 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



The Impact of Writing on Sumerian Society

The invention of writing had a profound impact on Sumerian society. It enabled the Sumerians to record their
laws, business transactions, and literary works, and played a key role in the development of their government,
economy, and culture.

The use of writing allowed the Sumerians to create a system of government that was based on written
laws and regulations. It also enabled them to develop a complex system of commerce and trade, and to
record their business transactions and financial dealings. In addition, writing played a key role in the
development of Sumerian literature and art, as it allowed the Sumerians to record their myths, legends,
and stories.

The Epic of Gilgamesh

The Epic of Gilgamesh is one of the most famous works of literature from ancient Sumeria. It tells the story
of Gilgamesh, a king of Uruk, and his adventures and quests.

The Epic of Gilgamesh was written in cuneiform script on clay tablets and is considered to be one of the

earliest surviving works of literature. It is a classic tale of friendship, love, and the human condition, and
has been translated and retold in many different languages and cultures.
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Activity 1: Matching Game

Match the following terms with their definitions:

e Cuneiform
¢ Pictogram
e Sumeria
e Scribe

Definitions:

¢ A form of writing developed by the Sumerians

¢ A symbol or image that represents a concept or object
¢ An ancient civilization that flourished in Mesopotamia
¢ A person who writes or copies written texts

Activity 2: Timeline

Create a timeline of the major events in the development of writing in ancient Sumeria.

e 3500 BCE: !
e 2500 BCE: !
e 2000 BCE: "
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Activity 3: Cuneiform Writing

Write your name in cuneiform script using the following characters:

Cuneiform script was written from top to bottom and consisted of wedge-shaped characters. It was used
to record a variety of texts, including laws, business transactions, and literary works.

Activity 4. Sumerian City-Planning

Design a Sumerian city, taking into account the social, economic, and cultural factors that influenced urban
planning in ancient Sumeria.

Sumerian cities were typically planned with a central temple or palace, surrounded by residential areas and
marketplaces. The cities were often surrounded by walls and had a complex system of canals and
irrigation.
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Activity 5: Literary Analysis

Analyze the following passage from the Epic of Gilgamesh:

"The gods created humans to be mortal, so that they would not live forever like the gods."

What does this passage reveal about the Sumerian view of human nature?

Activity 6: Reflective Essay

Write a reflective essay on the significance of writing in your own life.

Writing has played a significant role in my life, as it has allowed me to express myself and communicate
with others. It has also enabled me to learn and grow, as | have been able to record and reflect on my
experiences and ideas.
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Activity 7: Art Project

Create a piece of Sumerian-inspired art, using the following materials:

e Clay or play dough
e Paint or markers
e Paper or cardboard

Sumerian art often featured intricate designs and patterns, as well as images of gods and goddesses. It
was often used to decorate temples, palaces, and other public buildings.

Activity 8: Trade Simulation

Simulate a Sumerian trade agreement, using the following scenario:

You are a Sumerian merchant, and you need to negotiate a trade agreement with a neighboring city-state.
What would you trade, and how would you use writing to facilitate the agreement?
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Activity 9: Governance Simulation

Simulate a Sumerian governance scenario, using the following scenario:

You are a Sumerian king, and you need to create a new law or regulation. What would you write, and how
would you use writing to communicate your decision to your people?

Activity 10: Reflection

Reflect on what you have learned in this lesson, and think about how you can apply it to your own life.

| have learned about the significance of writing in human history and its impact on Sumerian society. | can
apply this knowledge to my own life by using writing to express myself and communicate with others, and
by appreciating the importance of writing in my own culture and society.
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The Role of Writing in Sumerian Economy

The invention of writing played a crucial role in the development of the Sumerian economy. With the ability to record business
transactions, trade agreements, and financial dealings, the Sumerians were able to establish a complex system of commerce and
trade. Writing enabled them to keep track of their goods, services, and financial transactions, which helped to facilitate trade and
commerce.

Example: The Sumerian Trade Network

The Sumerians established a vast trade network that stretched from the Mediterranean to the Indus Valley. They traded goods such
as grains, livestock, and textiles, and used writing to record their transactions and agreements. This network helped to establish the
Sumerians as a major economic power in the ancient world.

The Impact of Writing on Sumerian Culture

The invention of writing had a profound impact on Sumerian culture. It enabled the Sumerians to record their myths, legends, and
stories, which helped to preserve their cultural heritage. Writing also allowed the Sumerians to develop a rich literary tradition, with
works such as the Epic of Gilgamesh becoming an integral part of their cultural identity.

Case Study: The Epic of Gilgamesh

The Epic of Gilgamesh is one of the earliest surviving works of literature and is considered to be a masterpiece of Sumerian literature.
It tells the story of Gilgamesh, a king of Uruk, and his adventures and quests. The epic poem explores themes of friendship, love, and
the human condition, and is still studied and admired today.

The Legacy of Sumerian Writing

The legacy of Sumerian writing can be seen in the many cultures that followed in their footsteps. The invention of writing enabled the
Sumerians to leave a lasting legacy that has shaped the course of human history. From the development of alphabets to the creation
of modern literature, the impact of Sumerian writing can still be felt today.

Reflection: The Significance of Sumerian Writing

The invention of writing by the Sumerians was a groundbreaking achievement that has had a lasting impact on human history. It
enabled the Sumerians to record their thoughts, ideas, and experiences, and has allowed us to learn from their achievements and
mistakes. As we reflect on the significance of Sumerian writing, we can appreciate the importance of preserving our cultural
heritage and passing it down to future generations.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the invention of writing by the Sumerians was a major milestone in human history. It enabled the Sumerians to record
their thoughts, ideas, and experiences, and has had a lasting impact on the development of human civilization. From the creation of
complex societies to the development of literature and art, the impact of Sumerian writing can still be felt today.

Summary: Key Points

e The Sumerians invented writing around 3500 BCE
¢ Writing enabled the Sumerians to record their thoughts, ideas, and experiences

« The Sumerians developed a coriPieX 8y8tam Bt (WriRG thaeiititided over 600 characters

¢ Writing played a crucial role in the development of Sumerian economy and culture

Assessment and Evaluation

To assess and evaluate student understanding of the invention of writing and its impact on Sumerian society, teachers can use a
variety of methods, including quizzes, tests, and written assignments. Students can also be asked to create their own Sumerian-
inspired writing system or to write a short story using cuneiform script.

Activity: Create a Sumerian-Inspired Writing System



Ask students to create their own Sumerian-inspired writing system, using a combination of logograms, phonograms, and
determinatives. Students can then use their writing system to write a short message or story.

Extension and Enrichment

To extend and enrich student learning, teachers can provide additional resources and activities, such as videos, documentaries, and
interactive websites. Students can also be asked to research and write about other ancient civilizations that used writing, such as the
Egyptians and the Greeks.

Resource: Interactive Website

The British Museum's website has an interactive section on ancient Mesopotamia, which includes games, quizzes, and activities for
students to learn about the Sumerians and their writing system.

Glossary

A glossary of key terms related to the invention of writing and its impact on Sumerian society can be provided to help students
understand the subject matter. The glossary can include terms such as cuneiform, logogram, phonogram, and determinative.

Glossary: Key Terms

e Cuneiform: a type of writing system developed by the Sumerians

e Logogram: a symbol that represents a word or concept

Phonogram: a symbol that represents a sound

Determinative: a symbol that indicates the meaning of a logogram or phonogram
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