Exploring Musical Oklahoma! Rodgers & Hammerstein:
Uncovering Themes and Contexts for 20-Year-Olds

Introduction

Welcome to our exploration of the iconic musical Oklahoma! by Rodgers and
Hammerstein. This lesson plan is designed to delve into the musical's themes
and historical contexts, providing a comprehensive understanding of its
significance, reflection of societal values during its creation, and its enduring
impact on the musical theater genre. By the end of this lesson, students will be
able to analyze the musical's themes, understand its historical context, and
appreciate its influence on contemporary musical theater.



Lesson Objectives
The objectives of this lesson are to:

¢ Analyze the major themes in Oklahoma!, such as love, community, and the
American Dream

o Understand the historical context in which Oklahoma! was created, including the
social, political, and cultural climate of the 1940s

» Appreciate the musical's enduring impact on the musical theater genre

Example: Historical Context

The 1940s was a time of great change and upheaval in the United States. World
War Il had just ended, and the country was experiencing a period of economic
growth and social transformation. The musical Oklahoma! reflects this context, with
its themes of love, community, and the American Dream resonating with audiences
of the time.



Teaching Script

The 30-minute teaching script for this lesson will be divided into six key sections:

1.

Introduction and Engagement (Minutes 1-5): Begin with a captivating clip from
Oklahomal, followed by a brief introduction to the lesson's objectives. Engage
students with a think-pair-share activity to discuss their prior knowledge and
expectations.

. Historical Context (Minutes 6-10): Provide a detailed overview of the historical

context in which Oklahoma! was created, including the social, political, and cultural
climate of the 1940s. Use visual aids and primary sources to enhance
understanding.

. Analysis of Themes (Minutes 11-15): Lead a class discussion analyzing the major

themes in Oklahomal!, such as love, community, and the American Dream. Use
specific scenes and songs to illustrate these themes and encourage student
participation.

. Rodgers and Hammerstein's Collaboration (Minutes 16-20): Explore the creative

partnership between Rodgers and Hammerstein, highlighting their contributions to
the musical and how their collaboration influenced its themes and success.

. Contemporary Relevance (Minutes 21-25): Facilitate a group discussion on how the

themes of Oklahoma! relate to contemporary issues and societal values. Encourage
students to think critically about the musical's enduring impact.

. Conclusion and Reflection (Minutes 26-30): Summarize the key points learned

during the lesson and invite students to reflect on what they found most interesting
or surprising. Conclude with a thought-provoking question that encourages further
exploration of musical theater and its themes.



Guided Practice

The guided practice section of this lesson plan is designed to provide students with
hands-on, teacher-led activities that deepen their understanding of the musical's themes
and contexts.

Analyzing Song Lyrics Historical Context Timeline
Objective: To understand how song Objective: To comprehend the

lyrics in Oklahoma! convey themes historical context in which Oklahoma!
and character emotions. was created.

Activity: The teacher will select key Activity: Students will work in pairs to
songs from the musical (e.g., "Oh, create a timeline of significant

What a Beautiful Mornin™ and historical events in the 1940s that
"People Will Say We're in Love") and influenced the musical.

lead a class discussion on how the
lyrics reflect the characters' emotions
and the musical's themes.



Independent Practice

The independent practice activities for this lesson are designed to cater to different
learning levels (beginner, intermediate, advanced) and provide students with the
opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of Oklahoma!'s themes and contexts
through various tasks.

Beginner Level: Oklahoma! Trivia
Quiz

Instructions: Complete a 10-question
quiz on the basic plot, characters,
and historical context of Oklahomal!.

Success Criteria: Achieve a score of
8/10 or higher, demonstrating a
foundational understanding of the
musical.

Intermediate Level: Theme Essay

Instructions: Write a 2-page essay
analyzing one of the major themes in
Oklahomal! (love, community, the
American Dream) and how it is
developed throughout the musical.

Success Criteria: The essay should
clearly define the chosen theme,
provide examples from the musical to
support analysis, and demonstrate an
understanding of how the theme
contributes to the overall impact of
the musical.



Conclusion

In conclusion, the musical Oklahoma! by Rodgers and Hammerstein offers a rich and
complex exploration of themes and contexts that continue to resonate with audiences
today. Through a careful analysis of the musical's plot, characters, and historical context,
students can gain a deeper understanding of the societal values and cultural norms of the
1940s, as well as the enduring impact of the musical on the American theater tradition.



Assessment

The assessment for this lesson will be based on student participation in class
discussions, the quality of their written work (e.g., essays, quizzes), and their engagement
in guided and independent practice activities. The teacher will provide feedback

throughout the lesson, offering guidance and support to ensure students meet the
learning objectives.



Extension Activities

To further enrich the learning experience, the following extension activities are
recommended:

o Musical Theater Workshop: Organize a workshop where students can participate in
singing, acting, and dancing exercises inspired by Oklahoma!.

o Historical Context Debate: Host a debate where students argue for or against the
proposition that Oklahoma! reflects the societal values of its time.

» Adaptation Project: Challenge students to imagine they are producers tasked with
adapting Oklahomal! for a modern audience. They should propose changes to the
plot, characters, or setting that would make the musical more relevant to
contemporary issues, while maintaining its core themes.



Parent Engagement

To foster a collaborative learning environment and ensure that parents are actively
involved in their child's education, the following strategies for parent engagement are
outlined:

o Parent-Teacher Musical Night: Host an evening event where parents can attend a
presentation or workshop about Oklahomal!, learning alongside their child.

» Volunteer Opportunities: Offer parents the chance to volunteer for activities related
to the lesson, such as helping with research or assisting in rehearsals for a school
performance of Oklahoma!.

¢ Regular Updates and Feedback: Establish a regular communication channel to
keep parents informed about the lesson's progress, including what is being covered,
upcoming assignments, and how their child is performing.



Safety Considerations

When exploring the musical Oklahoma! by Rodgers and Hammerstein with 20-year-old
students, several safety considerations must be taken into account to ensure a safe and
respectful learning environment. This includes establishing a respectful and inclusive
classroom atmosphere, addressing sensitive topics with care, and providing warnings or
alternatives when necessary.



Teaching Tips

To effectively teach the themes and contexts of Oklahomal, instructors can employ a
range of strategies that promote engagement, critical thinking, and meaningful learning.
These include using primary sources, encouraging critical thinking, incorporating
multimedia, role-play activities, historical contextualization, and reflective journaling.



Key Takeaways

The essential takeaways from this lesson on Oklahoma! by Rodgers and Hammerstein
include understanding the musical's historical context, analyzing its themes, and
appreciating its impact on musical theater. By recognizing the historical context, analyzing
the themes, and appreciating the musical's influence, students can develop a deeper
understanding of the musical's significance and its continued relevance in contemporary
society.



Reflection Questions

For teacher self-evaluation, the following reflection questions can be considered:

+ How effectively did the lesson plan engage students with the historical context of
Oklahomal, and what strategies could be employed to further enhance their
understanding of this aspect?

» To what extent did the analysis of themes in Oklahoma! encourage critical thinking
and deeper understanding among students, and how could this analysis be
expanded or modified for future lessons?

* How did the lesson contribute to students' appreciation of Oklahomal!'s impact on
musical theater, and what additional resources or activities could be incorporated to
further enrich their understanding of this impact?



Next Steps

The next steps in the lesson progression on Oklahoma! by Rodgers and Hammerstein
could include the following follow-up lessons:

e Exploring the Music of Oklahoma!: This lesson would delve deeper into the musical
components of Oklahomal!, analyzing the songs, scores, and choreography.

o The Evolution of Musical Theater: Building on the understanding of Oklahomal's
impact, this lesson would explore the evolution of musical theater from the 1940s to
the present.

o Adaptation and Interpretation: In this lesson, students would explore different
adaptations and interpretations of Oklahoma!, including stage revivals, film
adaptations, and contemporary reimaginings.



Advanced Concepts

Delving deeper into the themes and contexts of Oklahomal!, it is essential to explore advanced concepts that
underpin the musical's narrative and historical significance. This includes examining the role of women, the
portrayal of Native Americans, and the musical's stance on social issues such as racism and prejudice.

Case Study: The Role of Women in Oklahomal!

The character of Laurey Williams, for example, embodies the independent spirit of women in the early 20th
century, while also highlighting the societal constraints they faced. Through Laurey's storyline, the musical
touches on themes of female empowerment, love, and the challenges of navigating a patriarchal society.



Critical Analysis
A critical analysis of Oklahomal! reveals a complex interplay of themes, characters, and historical contexts that

contribute to its enduring appeal. This analysis involves deconstructing the musical's narrative, examining its
portrayal of social issues, and evaluating its impact on the musical theater genre.

Example: Deconstructing the Narrative

By examining the character arcs of Curly and Jud, for instance, one can observe how their stories intersect
and influence the overall narrative, reflecting themes of love, rivalry, and the American Dream.



Educational Applications

The study of Oklahoma! offers a multitude of educational applications across various disciplines, including
history, literature, music, and theater arts. By integrating the musical into curricula, educators can create
engaging and interdisciplinary learning experiences that foster critical thinking, creativity, and cultural
awareness.

History and Social Studies Music and Theater Arts

Objective: To understand the historical context of Objective: To appreciate the musical

Oklahomal! and its reflection of societal values components of Oklahoma! and their contribution
during the 1940s. to its narrative and themes.

Activity: Conduct a research project on the Activity: Analyze the score and choreography of
historical events and cultural movements of the Oklahomal!, discussing how these elements
1940s, analyzing how these are represented in enhance the storytelling and emotional impact of

the musical. the musical.



Cultural Significance
Oklahoma! holds significant cultural value as a representation of American identity, history, and artistic

expression. Its impact on musical theater, film, and popular culture is profound, with themes and songs that
continue to resonate with audiences worldwide.

Case Study: The Impact of Oklahoma! on Musical Theater

The musical's innovative blend of storytelling, music, and dance set a new standard for the genre, influencing
countless subsequent musicals and cementing its place as a landmark work in American musical theater.



Legacy and Revivals

The legacy of Oklahoma! is marked by numerous revivals, adaptations, and reinterpretations, each offering a
fresh perspective on the classic musical. These productions not only attest to the musical's timeless appeal but
also demonstrate its capacity to evolve and remain relevant in contemporary contexts.

Example: The 1998 West End Revival

This revival, directed by Trevor Nunn, brought a new level of realism and grit to the story, reimagining the
characters and their relationships for a modern audience while maintaining the essence of the original

narrative.



Conclusion and Reflection

In conclusion, Oklahoma! by Rodgers and Hammerstein is a musical masterpiece that offers a rich tapestry of
themes, characters, and historical contexts for exploration and analysis. Through its enduring legacy and
continued relevance, Oklahoma! remains an essential work in the canon of American musical theater, providing
valuable insights into the country's history, society, and artistic expression.

Reflection

As we reflect on the significance of Oklahomal, it is clear that the musical's impact extends far beyond its initial
production, influencing generations of artists, audiences, and scholars. Its exploration of universal themes and
its innovative storytelling continue to captivate and inspire, ensuring Oklahoma!'s place as a timeless classic in
the world of musical theater.
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