
Romeo and Juliet - Character Analysis

Subject: English Literature
Topic: Romeo and Juliet - Character Analysis
Grade Level: 9-12

Learning Objectives:

Analyze characters' motivations and actions
in Romeo and Juliet
Apply the three laws of motion to character
analysis
Develop critical thinking skills through close
reading and discussion

Introduction

Character analysis is a crucial aspect of literary study, allowing readers to gain insight into characters' thoughts,
feelings, and actions. In Romeo and Juliet, William Shakespeare crafts a complex web of characters, each with
their own distinct personality, motivations, and conflicts. This document will explore the connections between
the three laws of motion and character motivations in Romeo and Juliet.
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Background Information: Character Analysis in Literature

Character analysis involves examining characters' interactions, dialogue, and decisions to develop a deeper
understanding of the play's themes, plot, and authorial intent. Key characters in Romeo and Juliet, such as
Romeo, Juliet, Tybalt, and Friar Lawrence, play pivotal roles in shaping the narrative and exploring themes of
love, hate, fate, and identity.

The Three Laws of Motion: A Parallel to Character Motivations

The three laws of motion, formulated by Sir Isaac Newton, can be applied to character analysis in Romeo and
Juliet. The laws are:

First Law of Motion (Law of Inertia): An object at rest will remain at rest, and an object in motion will
continue to move, unless acted upon by an external force. In character analysis, this law can be seen in
characters' initial motivations and resistance to change.
Second Law of Motion: The force applied to an object is equal to the mass of the object multiplied by its
acceleration. In character analysis, external forces such as societal expectations or family pressures can
influence a character's actions and decisions.
Third Law of Motion: Every action has an equal and opposite reaction. In Romeo and Juliet, characters'
actions and decisions have consequences that affect not only themselves but also those around them.
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Applying the Three Laws of Motion to Character Analysis

Examples of the three laws of motion in Romeo and Juliet include:

Romeo's initial infatuation with Rosaline, which drives his actions until he meets Juliet and his motivations
shift (First Law of Motion).
Juliet's parents' insistence that she marry Paris, which accelerates her decision to pursue a secret
marriage with Romeo (Second Law of Motion).
Romeo's decision to kill Tybalt in a duel, which has a ripple effect, leading to his banishment and ultimately
contributing to the tragic conclusion of the play (Third Law of Motion).

Teaching Tips for Character Analysis

To develop students' character analysis skills, consider the following strategies:

Close Reading: Encourage students to carefully read and analyze specific scenes or passages, focusing
on character dialogue, actions, and interactions.
Character Mapping: Have students create diagrams or charts to visualize the relationships between
characters and their motivations.
Discussion Questions: Use open-ended questions to prompt students to think critically about the
characters and their roles in the play.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the three laws of motion can be applied to character analysis in Romeo and Juliet, providing a
unique perspective on the emotional and psychological forces that drive human behavior. By exploring the
connections between the three laws of motion and character motivations, students can gain a deeper
understanding of the play and its themes.
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Assessment Components

Students will be assessed on their ability to:

Analyze characters' motivations and actions in Romeo and Juliet
Apply the three laws of motion to character analysis
Develop critical thinking skills through close reading and discussion

Teacher Notes and Guidance

Teachers should provide guidance and support to students as they work through the character analysis
activities. Encourage students to think critically and make connections between the three laws of motion and
character motivations.
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