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Teaching Script: Short Vowel Sounds

Lesson Overview:

Topic: Short Vowel Sounds

Grade Level: Kindergarten/Year 1 (Ages 5-6)
Duration: 30 minutes

Learning Objectives:

« |dentify and produce short vowel sounds correctly

* Associate vowel sounds with corresponding characters and actions
» Recognize short vowel sounds in CVC words

» Practice writing vowels in response to sound identification

v "Vowel Valley" poster v Character cards
v/ CVC picture cards v Music player

v/ Mini whiteboards v/ Markers

v/ Pocket chart v/ Reward stickers

Pre-Lesson Setup and Preparation

Room Organization:

Clear carpet area for circle time activities
Position "Vowel Valley" poster at child eye level
Set up 4 activity stations around the room:

o Station 1: Picture sorting area

o Station 2: Writing practice space

o Station 3: Character matching zone

o Station 4: Sound listening center
Ensure materials are easily accessible
Test audio equipment before class

Common Challenges to Address:

Students may confuse letter names with sounds
Some might struggle with sound isolation
Attention spans vary significantly at this age
Motor skills for writing may be developing




Detailed Lesson Script

Opening (0-5 minutes)
5 minutes

"Good morning, vowel explorers! Today we're going on an exciting adventure to Vowel Valley.
Before we meet our special letter friends, let's get our bodies ready for learning!”

Lead students through preparation routine:

* Wiggle fingers (fine motor warm-up)

o Tap ears gently (listening preparation)

o Circle eyes with fingers (visual focus)

« Pat head for "thinking cap" (engagement)

Engagement Strategies:

¢ Use animated expressions and varied voice tone

+ Make eye contact with each student

* Acknowledge eager participants

¢ Support hesitant learners with gentle encouragement



Character Introduction (5-10 minutes)
5 minutes

"L et's meet our first vowel friend! This is Annie the Ant..."

Character Presentations:

1. Annie Ant (/a/)
o Action: March in place
o Phrase: "Annie Ant says /a/ as she marches along"
o Mouth Position: Open, relaxed
2. Eddie Elephant (/&/)
o Action: Stomp feet
o Phrase: "Eddie Elephant says /é/ with each step"
o Mouth Position: Slightly spread
3. Iggy Iguana (/1/)
o Action: Wiggle like a lizard
o Phrase: "lggy Iguana says /i/ while wiggling"
o Mouth Position: Small smile
4. Ollie Octopus (/6/)
o Action: Wave arms like tentacles
o Phrase: "Ollie Octopus says /6/ in the ocean'
o Mouth Position: Round
5. Umberto Umbrella (/U/)
o Action: Raise arms like umbrella
o Phrase: "Umberto Umbrella says /U/ up high"
o Mouth Position: Relaxed

Support Strategies:

e Use hand mirrors for mouth position practice
» Provide physical prompts for actions

» Offer visual cues for each sound

» Allow time for individual practice

Interactive Practice (10-15 minutes)
5 minutes

"Now that we've met our vowel friends, let's play some fun games to practice our sounds!"”

Game 1: Sound Detective

¢ Hold up picture cards one at a time

o Students identify the vowel sound

o Perform corresponding character action
o Sort pictures into vowel sound groups

Game 2: Musical Vowels

¢ Place vowel cards in a circle on the floor



o Students walk around while music plays

+ When music stops, say a word

o Students jump to correct vowel sound
Observation Points:

Sound recognition accuracy
Action-sound coordination
Participation level

Peer interaction

Writing Practice (15-20 minutes)
5 minutes

“Let's help our vowel friends make their marks! Watch how | write each special letter."”

Writing Station Activities:

1. Air Writing
o Model proper letter formation
o Practice in air with finger
o Use whole arm movements
2. Sensory Practice
o Trace letters in sand trays
o Form letters with playdough
o Create letters using craft sticks



Small Group Rotation (20-25 minutes)
5 minutes per station
Station 1: Picture Sort

o Materials: Picture cards, sorting mats
o Task: Sort pictures by medial vowel sound
o Extension: Create new words with same vowel

Station 2: Sound Match

o Materials: Headphones, audio device
o Task: Listen to words, identify vowel sounds
o Extension: Record own examples

Station 3: Writing Practice

e Materials: Whiteboards, markers
o Task: Write vowels in response to pictures
o Extension: Write complete CVC words

Station 4: Character Match

o Materials: Character cards, word cards
o Task: Match words to vowel characters
¢ Extension: Create new character stories

Rotation Management:

e Use timer for consistent rotations

» Signal transitions with gentle music
e Assign group leaders

e Provide visual direction cards



Assessment and Closure (25-30 minutes)
5 minutes
Quick Check Assessment:

Show 5 picture cards

Students write vowel on whiteboard
Hold up boards on signal

Provide immediate feedback

Exit Activity Options:

1. Vowel Valley Parade

o March around room

o Stop at each character poster

o Make sound and action

o Celebrate learning
2. Sound Summary

o Review each character
Practice sounds together
Share favorite activities
Preview next lesson
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Teacher Reflection Points:

Student engagement levels
Successful strategies
Areas for adjustment
Individual support needs
Next lesson preparation

Extension Activities and Home Connection
Family Engagement Ideas:

» Vowel Sound Scavenger Hunt
o Find items with target sounds
o Draw and label findings
o Share with class next day

e Character Practice Cards
o Take-home character cards
o Practice sounds and actions
o Create sound stories



Lesson Wrap-Up

Success Indicators:

» Students can identify all five short vowel sounds

o Students associate characters with correct sounds

o Students demonstrate understanding through actions
o Students participate in sound activities confidently

Follow-Up Activities:

e Short vowel sound homework sheets

o Character matching take-home activity

o Parent information letter about vowel practice
¢ Preparation for next lesson on CVC words



