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Introduction

Welcome to the introduction to modal verbs and basic sentence structure! This worksheet is designed to help
you learn and practice the basics of modal verbs and sentence structure. By the end of this worksheet, you
will be able to identify and use modal verbs correctly in sentences, and understand the importance of basic
sentence structure in effective communication.

Modal verbs are a type of auxiliary verb that express degrees of possibility, ability, and obligation. They are
used to modify the meaning of main verbs, and can be classified into different categories, such as ability,
permission, and obligation.

What are Modal Verbs?

Modal verbs are used to express degrees of possibility, ability, and obligation. They are used to modify the
meaning of main verbs, and can be classified into different categories, such as:

e Ability: can, could

e Permission: may, might
¢ Obligation: must, should

Example

For example, "l can speak English fluently" expresses ability, while "You may go to the park if you want to"
expresses permission.
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Basic Sentence Structure

Basic sentence structure refers to the arrangement of words in a sentence, typically following a subject-verb-
object word order. The subject is the noun or pronoun performing the action, the verb is the action itself, and
the object is the noun or pronoun receiving the action.

For example, in the sentence "The dog chases the ball", "The dog" is the subject, "chases" is the verb, and
"the ball" is the object.

Modal Verbs in Context

Modal verbs are used in a wide range of contexts, from formal writing to informal conversation. For example:

¢ "l can speak English fluently" (ability)

¢ "You may go to the park if you want to" (permission)

¢ "We must finish this project by tomorrow" (obligation)
Example

For example, in the sentence "l can speak English fluently", the modal verb "can” expresses ability.
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Activities and Exercises

Complete the following activities to practice your understanding of modal verbs and basic sentence
structure:

1. Match the modal verb to the correct sentence:

o | (can/could) speak French fluently.
o You_______ (may/might) go to the party if you want to.
o We____ (must/should) finish this project by tomorrow.

2. Build a sentence using the modal verb "can" and the subject "I":

3. Sort the following sentences into categories (ability, permission, obligation):
o | can play the piano.
o You may go to the store.
o We must finish this project by tomorrow.

Differentiated Activities for Mixed-Ability Groups

For struggling students:
¢ Provide sentence frames with modal verbs
e Use visual aids to illustrate sentence structure
¢ Offer one-to-one support and feedback
For Advanced Learners:
Create complex sentences using multiple clauses

Use modal verbs in context to express nuanced meanings

Encourage peer-to-peer learning and feedback
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Conclusion

In conclusion, modal verbs and basic sentence structure are essential components of effective
communication. By mastering these concepts, you will be able to express yourself clearly and accurately in
writing and speaking.

Remember to practice regularly and use the activities and exercises in this worksheet to reinforce your
learning.

Assessment

Complete the following quiz to assess your understanding of modal verbs and basic sentence structure:

1. What is the meaning of the modal verb "can"?
o Ability
o Permission
o Obligation
o None of the above
2. ldentify the modal verb in the sentence: "She should eat more fruits and vegetables."
o Can
o Could
o Should
o Must
3. Build a sentence using the modal verb "may" and the subject "you":
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Modal Verbs in Different Tenses

Modal verbs can be used in different tenses to express various degrees of possibility, ability, and obligation. For example, the present
simple tense is used to express general truths or habits, while the present continuous tense is used to express actions that are
happening at the moment of speaking.

Example

For example, "l can speak English fluently" (present simple) expresses a general truth, while "I am studying English at the moment"
(present continuous) expresses an action that is happening now.

Practice Exercise

Complete the following sentences with the correct form of the modal verb in parentheses:

1.1 (can) speak French fluently by the time I finish this course.
2. She (must) be very tired after working all day.
3. They (may) not attend the meeting if they have a prior commitment.

Modal Verbs in Conditional Sentences

Modal verbs are often used in conditional sentences to express hypothetical or uncertain situations. For example, the first conditional
is used to talk about real or likely situations, while the second conditional is used to talk about unreal or unlikely situations.

Case Study

For example, "If it rains, | will take an umbrella" (first conditional) expresses a real or likely situation, while "If | won the lottery, | would
buy a house" (second conditional) expresses an unreal or unlikely situation.

Group Discussion

Discuss the following questions in small groups:

1. What are the differences between the first and second conditionals?
2. How are modal verbs used in conditional sentences?
3. Can you think of any examples of conditional sentences using modal verbs in your own life?

Modal Verbs in Passive Voice

Modal verbs can be used in the passive voice to express degrees of possibility, ability, and obligation in a more formal or impersonal
way. For example, "The play can be performed in two hours" (passive voice) is more formal than "We can perform the play in two
hours" (active voice).

Example

For example, "The new policy must be implemented by the end of the year" (passive voice) expresses a formal or official requirement.
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Reflection

Reflect on the following questions:

1. What are the advantages and disadvantages of using the passive voice with modal verbs?
2. Can you think of any situations where the passive voice with modal verbs would be more appropriate than the active voice?
3. How can you use the passive voice with modal verbs to improve your writing or speaking style?

Common Mistakes with Modal Verbs

There are several common mistakes that learners make when using modal verbs, such as confusing the meanings of different modal
verbs or using them in the wrong context. For example, "l can go to the store" (ability) is different from "I may go to the store"



(permission).
Case Study

For example, "I must go to the store" (obligation) is different from "I should go to the store" (advice).

Error Correction

Correct the following sentences:

1.1 can go to the party if | want to.
2. She may not attend the meeting because she is busy.
3. They must finish the project by tomorrow or they will fail.

Teaching Modal Verbs

Teaching modal verbs can be challenging, but there are several strategies that can help, such as using real-life examples, providing
clear explanations, and offering plenty of practice opportunities. For example, using authentic materials such as news articles or
videos can help learners see how modal verbs are used in context.

Example

For example, a teacher can use a news article about a natural disaster to teach the use of modal verbs such as "must" and "should" to
express obligation and advice.

Group Discussion
Discuss the following questions in small groups:

1. What are some effective ways to teach modal verbs to learners?
2. How can teachers use authentic materials to teach modal verbs?
3. What are some common challenges that teachers face when teaching modal verbs, and how can they be overcome?

Conclusion

In conclusion, modal verbs are an important part of the English language, and mastering them can help learners improve their
communication skills. By understanding the different types of modal verbs, their meanings, and how to use them in context, learners
can express themselves more effectively and accurately.

Reflection

Reflect on the following questions:

1. What have you learned about modal verbs in this course?
2. How can you apply what you have learned to your own language use?
3. What are some areas that you would like to learn more about or practice further?
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