
English as a Second Language (ESL) Assessment

Student Name: _______________________ Class: _______________________

Student ID: _______________________ Date: {{DATE}}

Assessment Details

Duration: 30 minutes Total Marks: 100

Topics Covered:
• Present Tense Forms of the Verb "to Be"
• Basic Sentence Structure
• Grammar and Vocabulary

Instructions to Students:

1. Read all questions carefully before attempting.
2. Show all working out - marks are awarded for method.
3. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
4. If you need more space, use the additional pages at the end.
5. Time management is crucial - allocate approximately 1 minute per mark.
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Introduction to the Verb "to Be"

The verb "to be" is a crucial element in the English language, used to describe states of being, emotions, and
conditions. In the present tense, the verb "to be" has several forms: "am," "is," and "are." Understanding the
correct usage of these forms is essential for effective communication in English.

For example:

I am a student. (describing a current state)
She is tired. (describing a current condition)
They are happy. (describing a current emotional state)
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Section A: Multiple Choice Questions [20 marks]

Question 1 [2 marks]

Choose the correct form of the verb "to be" to complete the sentence:

I ____________________ a student.

A) am B) is

C) are D) be

Question 2 [2 marks]

Choose the correct form of the verb "to be" to complete the sentence:

She ____________________ from Canada.

A) am B) is

C) are D) be
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Section B: Short Answer Questions [40 marks]

Question 3 [10 marks]

Explain the difference between "am," "is," and "are" in the context of the verb "to be." Provide examples of
each.

Question 4 [10 marks]

Complete the sentence using the correct form of the verb "to be": "My father ____________________ a
teacher."
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Section C: Fill-in-the-Blank Questions [20 marks]

Question 5 [4 marks]

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb "to be":

The students ____________________ (be) very quiet during the lesson.

Question 6 [4 marks]

Fill in the blanks with the correct form of the verb "to be":

By the time I arrived, they ____________________ (be) gone.
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Conclusion

This diagnostic assessment is designed to provide a comprehensive evaluation of students' understanding of
the present tense forms of the verb "to be." By incorporating multiple question types and following universal
design principles, the assessment aims to be inclusive and effective in measuring student knowledge.
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Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their understanding of the verb "to be," they will encounter more complex structures and nuances. One such
concept is the use of the verb "to be" in the passive voice. The passive voice is used to emphasize the action rather than the doer of
the action. For example: "The play was written by Shakespeare." Here, the focus is on the play, rather than on Shakespeare.

Example

The new policy will be implemented next month. (The focus is on the policy, not on who is implementing it.)

Case Study: Using the Verb "to Be" in the Passive Voice

A company is planning to launch a new product. The product will be manufactured in China and will be marketed globally. In this
scenario, the use of the passive voice ("will be manufactured," "will be marketed") emphasizes the actions (manufacturing and
marketing) rather than the doers of the actions.

Practical Applications

Understanding and correctly using the verb "to be" is crucial in real-life situations. For instance, in job interviews, candidates often
need to describe their current and past employment statuses using the correct forms of the verb "to be." Similarly, in academic
writing, the verb "to be" is used to state hypotheses, describe research findings, and discuss conclusions.

Example

I am currently working as a software engineer, and I am responsible for developing new applications. (Using "am" to describe a
current job and responsibility.)

Academic Writing

In academic writing, the verb "to be" is used to present arguments, discuss methodologies, and analyze data. For example: "The data
are being analyzed to determine the effectiveness of the new treatment." Here, "are being analyzed" is in the passive voice,
emphasizing the action of analysis.

Common Mistakes and Corrections

Students often make mistakes when using the verb "to be," especially in the present tense. Common errors include subject-verb
agreement issues (e.g., "They is going to the store.") and incorrect use of "am," "is," and "are." It is essential to identify and correct
these mistakes to improve communication effectiveness.

Example of a Common Mistake

Incorrect: "The team are winning the game." Correct: "The team is winning the game." (Here, "team" is a singular noun, so the verb "is"
should be used.)

Formula for Subject-Verb Agreement

Singular subjects take singular verbs ("The cat sleeps."), and plural subjects take plural verbs ("The cats sleep."). However, some nouns are
irregular and require special attention (e.g., "news" is a singular noun and takes a singular verb).
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Conclusion and Future Directions

In conclusion, mastering the verb "to be" is fundamental for effective communication in English. From basic present tense forms to
more complex structures like the passive voice, understanding and correctly using "to be" opens doors to clearer expression of
thoughts, feelings, and ideas. As learners progress, they should continue to practice and refine their use of this versatile verb to
enhance their language skills.

Case Study: Implementing Correct Usage in Everyday Life

A language learner, upon mastering the verb "to be," started a blog to practice writing in English. By consistently using the correct
forms of "to be," the learner improved writing skills and was able to express thoughts more clearly, leading to a significant increase in
readership and engagement.

Appendix: Additional Resources

For further practice and study, the following resources are recommended:

Grammar books: "English Grammar in Use" by Cambridge University Press
Online resources: Grammarly Handbook, Purdue Online Writing Lab
Practice exercises: Duolingo, Quizlet

Example Resource

The Purdue Online Writing Lab offers comprehensive guides and exercises on grammar, including the correct use of the verb "to be" in
various contexts.

Glossary

A list of key terms related to the verb "to be" and their definitions:

Verb "to be"
A linking verb used to connect the subject to additional information.

Present Tense
Used to describe actions or states that are currently happening.

Passive Voice
A grammatical construction where the subject receives the action of the verb.

Formula for Quick Reference

Subject + "to be" (am/is/are) + complement (e.g., "I am a student."). This formula helps in constructing basic sentences using the verb "to be."
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