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Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: Religious Education

Unit Title: The Role of Analogy and Symbolism in
Understanding Religious Language

Grade Level: 9-12

Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Welcome to the Lesson Plan

Duration: 60 minutes

Date: [Insert Date]

Teacher: [Insert Teacher Name]
Room: [Insert Room Number]

Welcome to the lesson plan on "The Role of Analogy and Symbolism in Understanding Religious Language
and the Works of Key Thinkers such as Aquinas and Plato". This lesson plan is designed to introduce
students to the complex and fascinating world of analogy and symbolism in religious language, with a
specific focus on the contributions of key thinkers such as Aquinas and Plato.
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Lesson Objectives

Upon completing this lesson, students will be able to:

Analyze the use of analogy and symbolism in religious language, identifying and explaining the ways
in which these literary devices convey complex spiritual and philosophical concepts.

Evaluate the contributions of key thinkers such as Aquinas and Plato to the development of analogy
and symbolism in religious language, assessing their impact on the understanding of religious
concepts and practices.

Create original examples of analogy and symbolism to convey religious concepts and ideas,
demonstrating an understanding of the ways in which these literary devices can be used to engage
and inspire audiences.

Synthesize the role of analogy and symbolism in understanding religious language, discussing their
significance in shaping religious beliefs and practices, and exploring their relevance to contemporary
issues and debates.
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Lesson Introduction

The use of analogy and symbolism in religious language is a rich and complex topic that has fascinated
scholars and theologians for centuries. At the heart of this topic lies the question of how we can use
language to describe the ineffable, the mysterious, and the divine. This lesson plan invites students to

embark on a journey of discovery, exploring the ways in which analogy and symbolism are used to convey
profound spiritual and philosophical concepts.
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Teaching Script

The lesson will be taught in the following stages:

Introduction and Icebreaker (10 minutes)
Direct Instruction (20 minutes)

Guided Practice (20 minutes)
Independent Practice (20 minutes)

Group Discussion (20 minutes)
Conclusion and Assessment (10 minutes)
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Guided Practice

The guided practice section is designed to provide students with a supportive and structured environment
to explore the role of analogy and symbolism in understanding religious language. The following activities
are designed to be teacher-led, with clear objectives and scaffolding strategies to ensure students' success.

Activity 1: Analogy Mapping

Activity 2: Symbolism Scavenger Hunt
Activity 3: Textual Analysis

Activity 4: Debate Forum

Activity 5: Reflective Journaling
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Assessment and Evaluation

The assessment and evaluation of student learning will be ongoing throughout the lesson, with regular
checks on students' understanding and progress. The following assessment strategies will be used:

¢ Formative quizzes and games

e Peer review and feedback

¢ Self-assessment and reflection

e Summative assessment (written essay or presentation)
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the role of analogy and symbolism in understanding religious language is a complex and
multifaceted topic that offers a deeper understanding of the human experience. Through the works of key
thinkers such as Aquinas and Plato, students can gain insight into the ways in which analogy and
symbolism are used to convey profound spiritual and philosophical concepts. By exploring the historical
and cultural context of these literary devices, students can develop a nuanced understanding of the ways in
which language shapes our perceptions of the divine and the human condition.
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Glossary

Analogy: A comparison between two things that are not alike

Symbolism: The use of objects, colors, or images to represent abstract ideas or concepts
Allegory: A story or narrative that uses symbolism to convey a moral or spiritual message
Metaphor: A comparison between two things that are not alike

Simile: A comparison between two things that are not alike, using "like" or "as" to make the
comparison



