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Introduction to Representations of Young Australians

The concept of representation is a crucial aspect of English studies, as it allows students to understand
how individuals and groups are portrayed in various texts. For 12-year-old students in Year 7, exploring
representations of young Australians is an excellent way to develop their critical thinking and analytical
skills.
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Background Information

Representation refers to the way in which people, places, and ideas are portrayed in texts, including
literature, media, and everyday conversations. In the context of young Australians, representation can be
influenced by factors such as culture, socioeconomic status, and geographical location.

Learning Objectives

Understand the concept of representation and its significance in English studies
Analyze how young Australians are portrayed in various texts, including literature, media, and everyday
conversations
Identify and explain the factors that influence representation, such as culture, socioeconomic status,
and geographical location
Develop critical thinking and analytical skills through the examination of representations of young
Australians
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Differentiation Strategies

Visual aids: Use images, videos, and infographics
to support students who are visual learners

Text selection: Provide a range of texts, including
fiction and nonfiction, to cater to different reading
levels and interests

Group work: Encourage students to work in groups to analyze and discuss representations of young
Australians, promoting collaboration and peer-to-peer learning

Technology integration: Utilize digital tools, such as online discussions and multimedia presentations, to
engage students and facilitate learning
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Assessment Opportunities

Assessment
Type Description Learning Objective

Class
discussion

Participate in a class discussion on representations of
young Australians

Understand the concept of
representation

Text analysis
Analyze a text that portrays young Australians,
identifying and explaining the factors that influence
representation

Analyze how young Australians
are portrayed

Group
presentation

Create a group presentation that explores
representations of young Australians in various texts

Identify and explain the factors
that influence representation

Reflective
journal

Write a reflective journal entry on what was learned
about representations of young Australians

Develop critical thinking and
analytical skills
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Time Management Considerations

Introduction and context (10 minutes): Introduce the concept of representation and provide context on
its significance in English studies
Text analysis and group work (30 minutes): Have students analyze texts and work in groups to
discuss representations of young Australians
Assessment and feedback (20 minutes): Provide feedback and assessment opportunities, such as
class discussions and group presentations
Conclusion and reflection (10 minutes): Conclude the lesson and have students reflect on what they
learned
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Student Engagement Factors

Real-life examples: Use real-life examples of representations of young Australians to make the
concept more relatable and interesting
Student choice: Provide students with choices, such as selecting a text to analyze or a topic to present
on, to promote autonomy and engagement
Technology integration: Utilize digital tools, such as online discussions and multimedia presentations,
to engage students and facilitate learning
Collaboration: Encourage students to work in groups to analyze and discuss representations of young
Australians, promoting collaboration and peer-to-peer learning
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Implementation Steps

1. Introduction: Introduce the concept of representation and provide context on its significance in
English studies

2. Text selection: Select a range of texts that portray young Australians, including fiction and nonfiction
3. Group work: Have students work in groups to analyze and discuss representations of young

Australians
4. Assessment and feedback: Provide feedback and assessment opportunities, such as class

discussions and group presentations
5. Conclusion and reflection: Conclude the lesson and have students reflect on what they learned
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Lesson Plan Structure

The lesson plan will be structured as follows:

Page 1: Introduction to Representations of Young Australians
Page 2-3: Background Information and Learning Objectives
Page 4-5: Differentiation Strategies and Assessment Opportunities
Page 6-7: Time Management Considerations and Student Engagement Factors
Page 8-9: Implementation Steps and Lesson Plan Structure
Page 10: Conclusion and Reflection
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Conclusion

By following this lesson plan, teachers can create an effective learning environment that helps students
achieve the learning objective: I can understand the concept of representation and how young Australians
are portrayed in texts.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Text Selection

Appendix B: Group Work Guidelines

Appendix C: Assessment Rubrics

Appendix D: Reflective Journal Template


