Introduction to Character Analysis in Romeo
and Juliet

Background Information

Romeo and Juliet, a tragic play by William Shakespeare, is a cornerstone of English Literature.
Written around 1595-1596, it tells the story of two young lovers from feuding families who fall in love
and ultimately sacrifice everything for each other. For 11-14 year old students in a UK primary school
setting, exploring this play offers a rich opportunity to develop critical thinking, empathy, and
understanding of human relationships. Character analysis is a fundamental skill in literature studies,
allowing students to delve into the motivations, actions, and development of characters throughout

the narrative.

Learning Objectives and Success Criteria

e Foundation: Students will be able to identify and describe the main characters in Romeo and
Juliet, including Romeo, Juliet, Tybalt, Lord and Lady Capulet, Lord and Lady Montague, the
Nurse, and Friar Lawrence.

o Core: Students will analyze the roles and relationships of key characters, understanding their
motivations and how these drive the plot.

o Extension: Students will critically evaluate the character development throughout the play,
considering how Shakespeare uses character interactions and dialogue to explore themes such
as love, hate, loyalty, and fate.

Differentiation Strategies

To cater to mixed abilities, the following differentiation strategies can be employed:

e Visual Aids: For students who are visual learners, provide diagrams or charts to map character
relationships and traits.
o Literature Circles: Divide students into small groups, each focusing on a different character.
This allows for in-depth analysis and discussion tailored to the group's pace and interest.
o Writing Prompts: Offer a range of writing prompts that cater to different learning styles, such
as:
o Foundation: Describe a character's appearance and basic traits.
o Core: Analyze a character's role in a specific scene.
o Extension: Evaluate how a character's actions contribute to the play's themes.



» Technology Integration: Utilize digital tools for character mapping, such as online mind maps
or collaborative documents, to engage students and facilitate peer-to-peer learning.

Assessment Opportunities

Assessment . .
Foundation Core Extension
Method
Character Identify and list main Describe character traits Analyze character
Profiles characters and roles development and relationships
Analyze character Evaluate the impact of

Scene Analysis Summarize a scene , , ) ,
interactions in a scene  character actions on the plot

Essay Answer basic questions  Analyze a character's  Discuss how characters
Questions about characters influence on the plot contribute to the play's themes
5 Participate in a group Lead a presentation Design and lead a presentation
rou
P ) presentation about a analyzing a character's evaluating character
Presentations
character role development

Time Management Considerations

Given the complexity of Romeo and Juliet and the depth of character analysis, it's essential to

allocate sufficient time for each activity. A suggested breakdown could be:

« Introduction to characters and play context: 2 lessons

e Reading and initial analysis of the play: 4-6 lessons

¢ In-depth character analysis and group work: 4-6 lessons
o Assessment and presentation preparation: 2-3 lessons

Student Engagement Factors

To maintain high engagement, consider the following strategies:

» Relatable Context: Help students connect the characters and their struggles to real-life
situations or contemporary issues.

e Active Learning: Incorporate debates, role-plays, and discussions to make the learning
experience interactive.

o Choice and Autonomy: Allow students to choose which characters to focus on or how they
want to present their analysis.

» Feedback and Reflection: Regularly provide constructive feedback and encourage students to

reflect on their learning process and progress.



Implementation Steps

1. Introduction:
o Introduce the play and its historical context.
o Discuss the importance of character analysis in understanding literature.
2. Character Introduction:
o Use visual aids and summaries to introduce main characters.
o Have students create character profiles.
3. Reading and Analysis:
o Guide students through the play, stopping at key scenes for analysis.
o Use differentiated strategies for in-depth character analysis.
4. Group Work and Presentations:
o Assign group tasks that require collaboration and critical thinking.
o Allow time for presentation preparation and practice.
5. Assessment and Feedback:
o Conduct assessments as outlined.
o Provide feedback that is constructive and specific.

~ 1
Study Flashcards What is character analysis?
1 —~ 2
Character analysis is the process Who are the main characters in
of examining a character's traits, Romeo and Juliet?
motivations, and actions to
understand their role in a story.




The main characters are Romeo,
Juliet, Tybalt, Lord and Lady
Capulet, Lord and Lady Montague,
the Nurse, and Friar Lawrence.

What is the significance of
character relationships in Romeo
and Juliet?

~ 3 — 4
Character relationships drive the What is a character profile?
plot and explore themes such as
love, hate, loyalty, and fate.
—4 ~ 9
A character profile is a detailed How can visual aids help with
description of a character's traits, character analysis?
motivations, and actions.
) 6

Visual aids such as diagrams and
charts can help map character
relationships and traits.

What is the difference between a
foundation, core, and extension
task?




Foundation tasks focus on basic
understanding, core tasks require
analysis, and extension tasks
require critical evaluation.

—7

What is the importance of feedback
and reflection in the learning
process?

Feedback and reflection help
students understand their strengths
and weaknesses and adjust their
learning approach.

~ 8

How can technology integration
enhance character analysis?

~ 8

Technology integration can
facilitate peer-to-peer learning,
engagement, and organization

through digital tools such as online
mind maps and collaborative
documents.

~ 9

What is the role of the Nurse in
Romeo and Juliet?

The Nurse is a confidante and
advisor to Juliet, providing
guidance and support.

~ 10

How does Friar Lawrence
contribute to the plot?




~ 10

Friar Lawrence provides guidance
and support to Romeo and Juliet,
and his actions drive the plot
forward.

~ 11

What is the significance of the feud
between the Montagues and
Capulets?

~ 1 ~ 12
The feud drives the plot and How does Romeo's character
explores themes such as hate and develop throughout the play?
loyalty.
~ 12 ~ 13

Romeo's character develops from
a romantic and impulsive young
man to a more mature and
responsible individual.

What is the role of Lady Capulet in
the play?




13

Lady Capulet is Juliet's mother,
providing guidance and support,
but also enforcing the family's
expectations.

14

How does the play explore the
theme of love?

~ 14 ~ 15
The play explores the theme of What is the significance of the
love through the relationships balcony scene?
between Romeo and Juliet, and the
sacrifices they make for each other.
~ 15 ~ 16
The balcony scene is a pivotal How does Tybalt's character
moment in the play, where Romeo contribute to the plot?
and Juliet declare their love for
each other.
~ 16 ~ 17

Tybalt's character drives the plot
forward, exploring themes such as
hate and violence.

What is the role of Lord Montague
in the play?




~ 17 ~ 18
Lord Montague is Romeo's father, How does the play explore the
providing guidance and support, theme of loyalty?
but also enforcing the family's
expectations.
~ 18 ~ 19

The play explores the theme of
loyalty through the relationships
between characters, such as
Romeo and Juliet's loyalty to each
other.

What is the significance of the final
scene?

A

~ 19

The final scene is a tragic
conclusion to the play, where
Romeo and Juliet sacrifice
everything for each other.

~ 20

How can students apply character
analysis skills to real-life
situations?

~ 20

Students can apply character
analysis skills to understand
people's motivations and actions in
real-life situations.

~ 21

What is the importance of active
learning in character analysis?




— 21

Active learning engages students
and facilitates a deeper
understanding of the material.

— 22

How can students use writing
prompts to develop their character
analysis skills?

— 22

Writing prompts can help students
develop their analysis skills by
requiring them to think critically

about characters and their roles.

—~ 23

What is the role of the Prince in the
play?

~ 23

The Prince is a authority figure,
providing guidance and enforcing
the law.

~ 24

How does the play explore the
theme of fate?




24 25

The play explores the theme of fate What is the significance of
through the characters' beliefs and character analysis in understanding
actions, highlighting the idea that literature?

their lives are predetermined.

25

Character analysis is essential in
understanding literature, as it
allows readers to delve into the
motivations, actions, and
development of characters
throughout the narrative.

Study Tips and Mnemonics

o Use visual aids such as diagrams and charts to map character relationships and traits.

» Create a character profile to organize information and analyze characters.

o Use the acronym "CHARACTER" to remember key aspects of character analysis: C -
characteristics, H - history, A - actions, R - relationships, A - appearance, C - conflicts, T - traits,
E - emotions, R - role.

e Practice active learning by engaging in debates, role-plays, and discussions.

o Use technology integration to facilitate peer-to-peer learning and organization.
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