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Introduction to Differentiated Instruction

Read the following introduction and answer the questions that follow:

Differentiated instruction is an approach to teaching that recognizes and addresses the diverse learning
needs of adult English language learners. This approach acknowledges that learners have different
learning preferences, abilities, and experiences, and provides tailored instruction to meet their individual
needs.

1. What are the key principles of differentiated instruction, and how can they be applied in an English
language acquisition classroom?

2. How can differentiated instruction support learners with diverse learning needs, including those with
visual or auditory processing difficulties, learning disabilities, or cultural and linguistic differences?

Understanding Differentiated Instruction

Read the following text and complete the activities that follow:

Differentiated instruction is a student-centered approach that acknowledges and addresses the diverse
learning needs and styles of adult English language learners. This approach recognizes that learners have
different learning preferences, abilities, and experiences, and provides tailored instruction to meet their
individual needs.

Group Task:

Discuss the following questions in small groups and provide examples from your own teaching
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1. How can you use learning centers to differentiate instruction in your English language
acquisition classroom?

2. What strategies can you use to support learners with different learning styles, such as visual,
auditory, or kinesthetic learners?



ELL/ESL Support Strategies

Read the following text and complete the activities that follow:

ELL/ESL support strategies are crucial in enhancing the language acquisition of adult learners. These
strategies include visual aids, graphic organizers, technology-enhanced language learning tools, and
collaborative learning activities.

1. What are some examples of visual aids that can be used to support ELL/ESL learners, and how can
they be used in the classroom?

2. How can graphic organizers be used to support ELL/ESL learners, and what are some examples of
graphic organizers that can be used in the classroom?

Case Study

Read the following case study and answer the questions that follow:

Maria is a 30-year-old English language learner who has been studying English for six months. She has a
visual learning preference and struggles with auditory processing. Her teacher, Ms. Smith, uses visual aids
and graphic organizers to support Maria's learning.

1. What are Maria's learning needs, and how can Ms. Smith support them?

2. What ELL/ESL support strategies can Ms. Smith use to enhance Maria's language acquisition?
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Reflection Questions

Answer the following reflection questions:

1. What are some of the challenges you face in implementing differentiated instruction in your English
language acquisition classroom, and how can you overcome them?

2. How can you use ELL/ESL support strategies to enhance the language acquisition of your adult
learners, and what evidence can you use to demonstrate their effectiveness?

Conclusion

Read the following conclusion and complete the activities that follow:

Differentiated instruction is a crucial approach in English language acquisition, as it acknowledges and
addresses the diverse learning needs of adult learners. By incorporating ELL/ESL support strategies, such
as visual aids, graphic organizers, and technology-enhanced language learning tools, teachers can provide
learners with a supportive and inclusive learning environment that promotes language acquisition and
overall learner success.

Individual Reflection:

1. What did you learn about differentiated instruction and ELL/ESL support strategies from this
activity?

2. How can you apply the principles of differentiated instruction and ELL/ESL support strategies in
your own teaching practice?
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Appendix

Use the following resources to support your teaching practice:
ELL/ESL support strategies checklist
Differentiated instruction lesson plan template

Language learning activity ideas
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