
Vocabulary List: Exploring
Common Characters, Themes,

and Plots in Teen Literature
Introduction to Literary Elements and Analysis

Introduction

This vocabulary list is designed to support students in their exploration of common
characters, themes, and plots in teen literature. The following terms and definitions will
help students develop a deeper understanding of literary elements and improve their
analytical skills.



Character-Related Terms

Character

Protagonist
/pro-ta-goh-nist/

The main character in a story, often the hero or heroine.

Usage: "In 'The Hunger Games,' Katniss Everdeen is the protagonist who
drives the plot forward."

The protagonist is usually the character with whom the reader identifies and
sympathizes.

Related: Hero, Heroine, Main Character

Character

Antagonist
/an-ta-goh-nist/

The character who opposes the protagonist, often the villain.

Usage: "In 'The Hunger Games,' President Snow is the antagonist who creates
conflict for Katniss."

The antagonist can be a person, a group, or an idea that challenges the protagonist.

Related: Villain, Opponent, Adversary



Character

Character Development
/kahr-ik-ter duh-vel-uhp-muhnt/

The process of creating and revealing character traits, motivations, and
backstory.

Usage: "The author uses character development to make the protagonist more
relatable and believable."

Character development helps readers understand the characters' actions and decisions.

Related: Characterization, Characterization Techniques



Theme-Related Terms

Theme

Theme
/theem/

The underlying message or idea in a story.

Usage: "The theme of 'The Fault in Our Stars' is the importance of living in the
present moment."

The theme is often the author's message or commentary on life.

Related: Message, Moral, Idea

Theme

Symbolism
/sim-buh-liz-uhm/

The use of objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or
concepts.

Usage: "The color red is used as a symbol of love and passion in 'The Fault in
Our Stars.'"

Symbolism adds depth and meaning to the story.

Related: Symbol, Metaphor, Allegory



Theme

Foreshadowing
/fohr-shad-oh-ing/

The use of hints or clues to suggest events that will occur later in the story.

Usage: "The author uses foreshadowing to hint at the tragic ending of 'The
Fault in Our Stars.'"

Foreshadowing creates suspense and tension in the story.

Related: Hint, Clue, Suspense



Plot-Related Terms

Plot

Plot
/plot/

The sequence of events in a story.

Usage: "The plot of 'The Hunger Games' is driven by Katniss's journey from
District 12 to the Hunger Games arena."

The plot is the backbone of the story.

Related: Storyline, Narrative, Sequence of Events

Plot

Exposition
/eks-poh-zi-shuhn/

The introduction to the story, where the setting, characters, and situation
are established.

Usage: "The exposition of 'The Hunger Games' sets the stage for the rest of
the story."

The exposition provides background information and context.

Related: Introduction, Background, Setup



Plot

Climax
/kly-maks/

The most intense or critical moment in the story.

Usage: "The climax of 'The Hunger Games' is when Katniss and Peeta are the
last two survivors in the arena."

The climax is the turning point of the story.

Related: Turning Point, Crisis, Peak



Literary Device Terms

Literary Device

Imagery
/im-ij-ree/

The use of language to create vivid sensory experiences for the reader.

Usage: "The author uses imagery to describe the setting of the story and
create a sense of atmosphere."

Imagery helps readers visualize and immerse themselves in the story.

Related: Description, Sensory Details, Figurative Language

Literary Device

Irony
/ahy-ruh-nee/

The use of words or situations to convey a meaning that is opposite of their
literal meaning.

Usage: "The title 'The Fault in Our Stars' is an example of irony, as the story is
about two teenagers who are struggling with cancer."

Irony adds complexity and depth to the story.

Related: Sarcasm, Understatement, Overstatement



Literary Device

Tone
/tohn/

The attitude or mood of a story, often created through the use of language
and literary devices.

Usage: "The tone of 'The Fault in Our Stars' is often nostalgic and
introspective."

The tone influences the reader's emotional response to the story.

Related: Mood, Atmosphere, Attitude


