
Enhancing ELL Writing Skills through Visual Aids and
Scaffolding: A Comprehensive Approach

Introduction
This lesson plan is designed to support English Language Learners (ELLs) in
developing their writing skills, with a focus on utilizing visual aids and
scaffolding techniques to enhance their understanding and production of written
English. The topic is crucial for 11-year-old ELL students as it helps bridge the
gap between their current language proficiency level and the expectations of
mainstream classroom writing assignments. By incorporating visual aids, the
lesson aims to make complex writing concepts more accessible and engaging,
while scaffolding provides a supportive framework for students to build their
writing skills gradually.



Lesson Objectives
Students will be able to recall and identify different types of visual aids that can be
used to enhance writing skills.
Students will be able to explain how scaffolding techniques can support the writing
process.
Students will be able to apply visual aids and scaffolding techniques to generate
and organize ideas for a short writing piece.
Students will be able to analyze the effectiveness of different visual aids and
scaffolding techniques in enhancing their writing skills.



Lesson Introduction
The lesson begins with an engaging introduction that sets the stage for an interactive and
supportive learning environment. The teacher starts by asking students about their
favorite books or stories, using this as a hook to discuss the importance of writing in
communicating ideas and telling stories. This initial engagement strategy is crucial as it
not only grabs the students' attention but also makes the lesson more relevant and
interesting to them.



Teaching Script
1. Introduction and Engagement (Minutes 1-5): The lesson begins with the teacher

introducing the topic of writing and its importance, using engaging questions and
examples to capture students' interest. The teacher then explains the objectives of
the lesson, emphasizing how visual aids and scaffolding will enhance their writing
experience.

2. Direct Instruction (Minutes 6-10): The teacher provides a direct instruction
segment where the concept of visual aids in writing is introduced. Using the board
or a projector, the teacher demonstrates how to use diagrams and pictures to
organize thoughts before writing. This is followed by an explanation of scaffolding
techniques, including the use of sentence starters and graphic organizers.

3. Guided Practice (Minutes 11-15): Students are then given a guided practice
activity where they work in pairs to match pictures with story starters. The teacher
circulates around the room, offering support and guidance as needed, and
encouraging students to use the visual aids and scaffolding techniques learned
during the direct instruction.

4. Independent Practice (Minutes 16-20): For independent practice, students are
given a writing prompt and are asked to use visual aids and scaffolding techniques
to write a short story. The teacher provides graphic organizers and sentence
starters for students who need them, and encourages students to share their work
with a partner or the class.

5. Closure (Minutes 21-25): The lesson closes with a review of what was learned,
focusing on how visual aids and scaffolding can enhance writing skills. Students
share their experiences, discussing what worked well for them and what they found
challenging.

6. Assessment and Extension (Minutes 26-30): The final segment involves
assessing student understanding through a quick write activity where students
reflect on their learning. The teacher also provides extension activities for students
who finished their writing task early, such as creating illustrations for their stories or
writing a sequel using the same visual aids and scaffolding techniques.



Guided Practice
1. Visual Aid Sorting Activity: The teacher prepares a set of pictures and story

starters related to a specific theme (e.g., animals, seasons, or holidays). Students
work in pairs to match the pictures with the story starters, using a graphic organizer
to record their choices. The teacher circulates around the room, asking questions to
prompt critical thinking, such as "Why did you choose this picture to go with this
story starter?" or "How does the picture help you understand the story?"

2. Scaffolding Sentence Starters: The teacher provides students with a set of
sentence starters related to the theme (e.g., "I like to _______" or "My favorite
_______ is _______"). Students work in small groups to complete the sentences,
using visual aids such as pictures or diagrams to help them generate ideas. The
teacher encourages students to share their completed sentences with the group,
discussing how the sentence starters and visual aids helped them to write more
effectively.



Independent Practice
1. Beginner Activity: Picture Description Writing - Students are given a picture related

to the theme and are asked to write a short description of what they see. The picture
is used as a visual aid to support their writing, and students are provided with
sentence starters and a graphic organizer to guide their writing.

2. Intermediate Activity: Story Writing - Students are given a writing prompt related to
the theme and are asked to write a short story. They are encouraged to use visual
aids such as pictures or diagrams to generate ideas and support their writing, and
are provided with scaffolding techniques such as sentence starters and graphic
organizers.

3. Advanced Activity: Poetry Writing - Students are given a poem related to the
theme and are asked to write their own poem using visual aids such as pictures or
diagrams to inspire their writing. They are encouraged to use literary devices such
as metaphors and similes, and are provided with scaffolding techniques such as
sentence starters and graphic organizers.



Assessment and Evaluation
The assessment and evaluation segment of the lesson is designed to evaluate students'
understanding of the concepts learned during the lesson. The teacher uses a variety of
assessment strategies, including observation, self-assessment, and peer assessment, to
evaluate students' ability to use visual aids and scaffolding techniques to enhance their
writing skills.

Formative Assessment: The teacher uses formative assessment strategies, such
as observation and self-assessment, to monitor students' progress and provide
ongoing feedback and support.
Summative Assessment: The teacher uses summative assessment strategies,
such as a written essay or a visual project, to evaluate students' mastery of the
learning objectives.



Conclusion
In conclusion, the lesson on using visual aids and scaffolding to enhance ELL writing
skills is a comprehensive and supportive approach to language development. By
incorporating visual aids such as diagrams, pictures, and charts, and scaffolding
techniques like sentence starters and graphic organizers, teachers can provide ELL
students with the tools and confidence they need to succeed in writing. The lesson's
focus on creating a safe and inclusive learning environment, coupled with its emphasis on
student-centered learning and differentiation, makes it an effective and engaging way to
teach ELL students.



Teaching Tips
1. Using Graphic Organizers: Provide students with graphic organizers that help

them structure their writing, such as Venn diagrams for comparing and contrasting,
or concept maps for brainstorming ideas.

2. Sentence Starters: Offer sentence starters that guide students in constructing
sentences, such as "I like to _______" or "My favorite _______ is _______".

3. Visual Writing Prompts: Use visual writing prompts such as pictures or
photographs to inspire students' writing.

4. Peer Support: Encourage peer support by having students work in pairs or small
groups to share their writing and provide feedback.

5. Differentiated Instruction: Provide differentiated instruction by offering various
levels of scaffolding and support to meet the diverse needs of ELL students.

6. Technology Integration: Integrate technology into the lesson by using digital tools
or software to create visual aids or support writing, such as text-to-speech software
or online graphic organizers.



ELL/ESL Support Strategies
Visual Aids: Visual aids such as pictures, diagrams, and charts are used to support
ELL students' understanding of the lesson.
Scaffolding: Scaffolding techniques such as sentence starters and graphic
organizers are used to support ELL students' writing.
Peer Support: Peer support is encouraged through pair and group work, allowing
ELL students to receive feedback and support from their peers.
Differentiated Instruction: Differentiated instruction is provided to meet the diverse
needs of ELL students, including extra support and challenges as needed.



Extension Activities
1. Creative Storytelling: Ask students to create a short story using a combination of

visual aids and scaffolding techniques.
2. Visual Aid Design Challenge: Challenge students to design a new type of visual

aid that could be used to help ELL students with writing.
3. Peer Teaching: Assign students who have shown mastery of using visual aids and

scaffolding to teach a peer or a small group of peers how to use these strategies in
their writing.



Parent Engagement
Regular Progress Updates: Establish a regular communication channel with
parents to update them on their child's progress, challenges, and achievements in
using visual aids and scaffolding.
Workshop for Parents: Organize a workshop for parents to learn about the visual
aids and scaffolding techniques being used in the classroom.
Home Activities: Provide parents with a list of activities and resources that they
can use at home to support their child's learning, such as creating visual aids or
practicing writing using scaffolding techniques.



Advanced Concepts
As students progress in their understanding and application of visual aids and scaffolding techniques, it's
essential to introduce more advanced concepts that can further enhance their writing skills. One such concept is
the use of metaphors and similes in writing. These literary devices can add depth, complexity, and creativity to
students' writing, making it more engaging and effective.

Example: Using Metaphors in Writing

For instance, instead of saying "the sun is hot," a student could say "the sun is a burning fire in the sky." This
metaphor adds a vivid and powerful image to the writing, making it more interesting and memorable.

Case Study: Implementing Advanced Concepts in the Classroom

A teacher implemented a lesson on using metaphors and similes in writing with her class of ELL students. She
started by introducing the concepts and providing examples, then had students work in pairs to create their own
metaphors and similes. The results were impressive, with students producing creative and engaging writing that
demonstrated a clear understanding of the concepts.



Technology Integration
Technology can be a powerful tool in supporting ELL students' writing development. There are numerous digital
tools and software available that can provide scaffolding, visual aids, and other forms of support to help students
improve their writing skills. For example, text-to-speech software can help students hear their writing read aloud,
while online graphic organizers can provide a visual framework for organizing ideas.

Example: Using Digital Tools to Support Writing

A teacher used a digital tool to provide scaffolding for her ELL students' writing. The tool allowed students to
create an outline, write a draft, and then receive feedback from the teacher and peers. The results were
impressive, with students showing significant improvement in their writing skills and confidence.

Case Study: Technology Integration in the Classroom

A school implemented a technology integration program to support ELL students' writing development. The
program included training for teachers on how to use digital tools to support writing, as well as access to a range
of software and apps. The results were positive, with students showing improved writing skills and increased
confidence in their ability to use technology to support their learning.



Assessment and Evaluation
Assessment and evaluation are critical components of any educational program. For ELL students, it's essential
to use a range of assessment strategies to evaluate their writing skills, including formative, summative, and self-
assessment. Teachers should also consider using technology to support assessment, such as online quizzes
and tests, as well as digital portfolios to track student progress over time.

Example: Using Rubrics to Assess Writing

A teacher used a rubric to assess ELL students' writing, providing clear criteria and expectations for each
aspect of the writing process. The rubric included categories for content, organization, language use, and
mechanics, and provided a clear framework for evaluating student writing.

Case Study: Assessment and Evaluation in the Classroom

A teacher implemented a comprehensive assessment and evaluation program to support ELL students' writing
development. The program included regular formative assessments, summative evaluations, and self-
assessment opportunities, as well as the use of technology to support assessment and evaluation. The results
were positive, with students showing improved writing skills and increased confidence in their ability to evaluate
their own learning.



Conclusion
In conclusion, supporting ELL students' writing development requires a comprehensive and multifaceted
approach. By providing scaffolding, visual aids, and technology integration, teachers can help students build
their writing skills and confidence. It's also essential to use a range of assessment strategies to evaluate student
writing, including formative, summative, and self-assessment. By working together, teachers and students can
achieve significant improvements in writing skills and overall academic success.

Example: Celebrating Student Success

A teacher celebrated her ELL students' writing successes by hosting a writing showcase. Students shared
their writing with the class, and the teacher provided feedback and encouragement. The event was a huge
success, with students feeling proud of their accomplishments and motivated to continue improving their
writing skills.

Case Study: Implementing a Comprehensive Writing Program

A school implemented a comprehensive writing program to support ELL students' writing development. The
program included scaffolding, visual aids, technology integration, and a range of assessment strategies. The
results were impressive, with students showing significant improvements in their writing skills and overall
academic success.



Recommendations for Future Research
While this document has provided a comprehensive overview of strategies for supporting ELL students' writing
development, there is still a need for further research in this area. Future studies could investigate the
effectiveness of specific scaffolding techniques, the impact of technology integration on writing skills, and the
role of assessment and evaluation in supporting student learning.

Example: Investigating the Effectiveness of Scaffolding Techniques

A researcher conducted a study to investigate the effectiveness of different scaffolding techniques in
supporting ELL students' writing development. The study found that visual aids and sentence starters were
particularly effective in improving student writing skills, and provided recommendations for teachers on how
to implement these techniques in the classroom.

Case Study: Conducting Action Research in the Classroom

A teacher conducted an action research project to investigate the impact of technology integration on ELL
students' writing skills. The study found that technology integration had a positive impact on student writing, and
provided recommendations for teachers on how to effectively integrate technology into their writing instruction.



Implications for Practice
The strategies and techniques outlined in this document have significant implications for practice. Teachers can
use the information provided to inform their instruction and support ELL students' writing development. School
administrators can use the information to develop comprehensive writing programs and provide professional
development opportunities for teachers. By working together, educators can provide ELL students with the
support they need to succeed in writing and achieve academic success.

Example: Developing a Comprehensive Writing Program

A school developed a comprehensive writing program to support ELL students' writing development. The
program included scaffolding, visual aids, technology integration, and a range of assessment strategies. The
results were impressive, with students showing significant improvements in their writing skills and overall
academic success.

Case Study: Providing Professional Development for Teachers

A school provided professional development opportunities for teachers to learn about strategies for supporting
ELL students' writing development. The professional development included training on scaffolding techniques,
visual aids, and technology integration, as well as opportunities for teachers to share their own practices and
learn from each other.



Conclusion and Future Directions
In conclusion, supporting ELL students' writing development requires a comprehensive and multifaceted
approach. By providing scaffolding, visual aids, and technology integration, teachers can help students build
their writing skills and confidence. It's also essential to use a range of assessment strategies to evaluate student
writing, including formative, summative, and self-assessment. As educators, we must continue to research and
develop new strategies and techniques to support ELL students' writing development, and work together to
provide students with the support they need to succeed in writing and achieve academic success.

Example: Celebrating Student Success

A teacher celebrated her ELL students' writing successes by hosting a writing showcase. Students shared
their writing with the class, and the teacher provided feedback and encouragement. The event was a huge
success, with students feeling proud of their accomplishments and motivated to continue improving their
writing skills.

Case Study: Implementing a Comprehensive Writing Program

A school implemented a comprehensive writing program to support ELL students' writing development. The
program included scaffolding, visual aids, technology integration, and a range of assessment strategies. The
results were impressive, with students showing significant improvements in their writing skills and overall
academic success.

Enhancing ELL Writing Skills through Visual Aids and
Scaffolding: A Comprehensive Approach

Introduction
This lesson plan is designed to support English Language Learners (ELLs) in
developing their writing skills, with a focus on utilizing visual aids and
scaffolding techniques to enhance their understanding and production of written
English. The topic is crucial for 11-year-old ELL students as it helps bridge the
gap between their current language proficiency level and the expectations of
mainstream classroom writing assignments. By incorporating visual aids, the
lesson aims to make complex writing concepts more accessible and engaging,
while scaffolding provides a supportive framework for students to build their
writing skills gradually.



Lesson Objectives
Students will be able to recall and identify different types of visual aids that can be
used to enhance writing skills.
Students will be able to explain how scaffolding techniques can support the writing
process.
Students will be able to apply visual aids and scaffolding techniques to generate
and organize ideas for a short writing piece.
Students will be able to analyze the effectiveness of different visual aids and
scaffolding techniques in enhancing their writing skills.



Lesson Introduction
The lesson begins with an engaging introduction that sets the stage for an interactive and
supportive learning environment. The teacher starts by asking students about their
favorite books or stories, using this as a hook to discuss the importance of writing in
communicating ideas and telling stories. This initial engagement strategy is crucial as it
not only grabs the students' attention but also makes the lesson more relevant and
interesting to them.



Teaching Script
1. Introduction and Engagement (Minutes 1-5): The lesson begins with the teacher

introducing the topic of writing and its importance, using engaging questions and
examples to capture students' interest. The teacher then explains the objectives of
the lesson, emphasizing how visual aids and scaffolding will enhance their writing
experience.

2. Direct Instruction (Minutes 6-10): The teacher provides a direct instruction
segment where the concept of visual aids in writing is introduced. Using the board
or a projector, the teacher demonstrates how to use diagrams and pictures to
organize thoughts before writing. This is followed by an explanation of scaffolding
techniques, including the use of sentence starters and graphic organizers.

3. Guided Practice (Minutes 11-15): Students are then given a guided practice
activity where they work in pairs to match pictures with story starters. The teacher
circulates around the room, offering support and guidance as needed, and
encouraging students to use the visual aids and scaffolding techniques learned
during the direct instruction.

4. Independent Practice (Minutes 16-20): For independent practice, students are
given a writing prompt and are asked to use visual aids and scaffolding techniques
to write a short story. The teacher provides graphic organizers and sentence
starters for students who need them, and encourages students to share their work
with a partner or the class.

5. Closure (Minutes 21-25): The lesson closes with a review of what was learned,
focusing on how visual aids and scaffolding can enhance writing skills. Students
share their experiences, discussing what worked well for them and what they found
challenging.

6. Assessment and Extension (Minutes 26-30): The final segment involves
assessing student understanding through a quick write activity where students
reflect on their learning. The teacher also provides extension activities for students
who finished their writing task early, such as creating illustrations for their stories or
writing a sequel using the same visual aids and scaffolding techniques.



Guided Practice
1. Visual Aid Sorting Activity: The teacher prepares a set of pictures and story

starters related to a specific theme (e.g., animals, seasons, or holidays). Students
work in pairs to match the pictures with the story starters, using a graphic organizer
to record their choices. The teacher circulates around the room, asking questions to
prompt critical thinking, such as "Why did you choose this picture to go with this
story starter?" or "How does the picture help you understand the story?"

2. Scaffolding Sentence Starters: The teacher provides students with a set of
sentence starters related to the theme (e.g., "I like to _______" or "My favorite
_______ is _______"). Students work in small groups to complete the sentences,
using visual aids such as pictures or diagrams to help them generate ideas. The
teacher encourages students to share their completed sentences with the group,
discussing how the sentence starters and visual aids helped them to write more
effectively.



Independent Practice
1. Beginner Activity: Picture Description Writing - Students are given a picture related

to the theme and are asked to write a short description of what they see. The picture
is used as a visual aid to support their writing, and students are provided with
sentence starters and a graphic organizer to guide their writing.

2. Intermediate Activity: Story Writing - Students are given a writing prompt related to
the theme and are asked to write a short story. They are encouraged to use visual
aids such as pictures or diagrams to generate ideas and support their writing, and
are provided with scaffolding techniques such as sentence starters and graphic
organizers.

3. Advanced Activity: Poetry Writing - Students are given a poem related to the
theme and are asked to write their own poem using visual aids such as pictures or
diagrams to inspire their writing. They are encouraged to use literary devices such
as metaphors and similes, and are provided with scaffolding techniques such as
sentence starters and graphic organizers.



Assessment and Evaluation
The assessment and evaluation segment of the lesson is designed to evaluate students'
understanding of the concepts learned during the lesson. The teacher uses a variety of
assessment strategies, including observation, self-assessment, and peer assessment, to
evaluate students' ability to use visual aids and scaffolding techniques to enhance their
writing skills.

Formative Assessment: The teacher uses formative assessment strategies, such
as observation and self-assessment, to monitor students' progress and provide
ongoing feedback and support.
Summative Assessment: The teacher uses summative assessment strategies,
such as a written essay or a visual project, to evaluate students' mastery of the
learning objectives.



Conclusion
In conclusion, the lesson on using visual aids and scaffolding to enhance ELL writing
skills is a comprehensive and supportive approach to language development. By
incorporating visual aids such as diagrams, pictures, and charts, and scaffolding
techniques like sentence starters and graphic organizers, teachers can provide ELL
students with the tools and confidence they need to succeed in writing. The lesson's
focus on creating a safe and inclusive learning environment, coupled with its emphasis on
student-centered learning and differentiation, makes it an effective and engaging way to
teach ELL students.



Teaching Tips
1. Using Graphic Organizers: Provide students with graphic organizers that help

them structure their writing, such as Venn diagrams for comparing and contrasting,
or concept maps for brainstorming ideas.

2. Sentence Starters: Offer sentence starters that guide students in constructing
sentences, such as "I like to _______" or "My favorite _______ is _______".

3. Visual Writing Prompts: Use visual writing prompts such as pictures or
photographs to inspire students' writing.

4. Peer Support: Encourage peer support by having students work in pairs or small
groups to share their writing and provide feedback.

5. Differentiated Instruction: Provide differentiated instruction by offering various
levels of scaffolding and support to meet the diverse needs of ELL students.

6. Technology Integration: Integrate technology into the lesson by using digital tools
or software to create visual aids or support writing, such as text-to-speech software
or online graphic organizers.



ELL/ESL Support Strategies
Visual Aids: Visual aids such as pictures, diagrams, and charts are used to support
ELL students' understanding of the lesson.
Scaffolding: Scaffolding techniques such as sentence starters and graphic
organizers are used to support ELL students' writing.
Peer Support: Peer support is encouraged through pair and group work, allowing
ELL students to receive feedback and support from their peers.
Differentiated Instruction: Differentiated instruction is provided to meet the diverse
needs of ELL students, including extra support and challenges as needed.



Extension Activities
1. Creative Storytelling: Ask students to create a short story using a combination of

visual aids and scaffolding techniques.
2. Visual Aid Design Challenge: Challenge students to design a new type of visual

aid that could be used to help ELL students with writing.
3. Peer Teaching: Assign students who have shown mastery of using visual aids and

scaffolding to teach a peer or a small group of peers how to use these strategies in
their writing.



Parent Engagement
Regular Progress Updates: Establish a regular communication channel with
parents to update them on their child's progress, challenges, and achievements in
using visual aids and scaffolding.
Workshop for Parents: Organize a workshop for parents to learn about the visual
aids and scaffolding techniques being used in the classroom.
Home Activities: Provide parents with a list of activities and resources that they
can use at home to support their child's learning, such as creating visual aids or
practicing writing using scaffolding techniques.


