@ PL NITExploring Analogy and Symbolism in Religious Language

Introduction to Analogy and Symbolism

What is analogy? Provide an example of how analogy is used in everyday life.

What is symbolism? Provide an example of how symbolism is used in a religious context.
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Understanding Analogy

Read the following passage from Aquinas' Summa Theologica: "God is like a father, in that God is loving and
provident." Analyze the analogy used in this passage and explain its significance.

Create your own analogy to describe a complex concept, such as the nature of God or the universe.
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Exploring Symbolism

Examine the symbol of the cross in Christianity. What does it represent, and how is it used in religious rituals
and practices?

Research and present on a symbol from a different religious tradition, such as the crescent moon in Islam or
the lotus flower in Buddhism.

Page



Analogy and Symbolism in Religious Texts

Read a passage from a religious text, such as the Bible or the Quran, and identify examples of analogy and
symbolism.

Analyze the use of analogy and symbolism in the passage and explain its significance in understanding the
text.
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Creating a Symbolic Representation

Create a symbolic representation of a religious concept, such as the nature of God or the afterlife, using a
variety of media such as art, music, or creative writing.

Explain the symbolism used in your representation and how it conveys the complexity and depth of the
concept.
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Debate Forum

Group Task:

Assign different perspectives on the role of analogy and symbolism in religious language, such as the
view that analogy is essential for understanding the divine or the view that symbolism is a form of
cultural conditioning.

Engage in a debate on the topic, using evidence and logical reasoning to support your arguments.
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Reflective Journaling

Individual Reflection:

Reflect on your understanding of analogy and symbolism in religious language. How has your
understanding changed throughout this worksheet?

Write a reflective essay on the significance of analogy and symbolism in shaping your understanding of
religious concepts and practices.
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Cross-Curricular Links

How does the study of analogy and symbolism in religious language relate to other subjects, such as English
Literature, History, or Philosophy?

Research and present on a cross-curricular link, exploring how analogy and symbolism are used in different
subjects.
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Common Errors and Misconceptions

Identify common errors and misconceptions about analogy and symbolism in religious language, such as the
assumption that analogies and symbols are meant to be taken literally.

Provide examples of how these errors and misconceptions can be remedied, such as considering the cultural
and historical context of analogies and symbols.
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Conclusion

Summarize your understanding of analogy and symbolism in religious language, highlighting key concepts
and ideas explored throughout this worksheet.

Reflect on what you have learned and how you can apply it to your future studies and personal life.
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