
Exploring Digital Photography and Elements of Design: A
Teacher Candidate's Guide

Introduction

Welcome to this comprehensive guide on integrating digital photography and elements of design into your
elementary and middle school art curriculum. This lesson plan is designed to equip you with the knowledge
and skills to effectively teach digital photography and the elements of design to your students. By the end of
this lesson, you will be able to identify and explain the elements of design, use your cell phone camera to
capture examples of these elements, and develop engaging lesson plans for your students.

Lesson Overview

This lesson is divided into several sections, each with specific learning objectives and activities. The
sections include:

Introduction to Digital Photography and Elements of Design
Understanding the Elements of Design
Using Cell Phone Cameras to Capture Examples of the Elements of Design
Developing Engaging Lesson Plans
Assessing Student Learning and Understanding
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Introduction to Digital Photography and Elements of Design

In this section, you will learn about the fundamentals of digital photography and the elements of design.
You will explore how digital photography can be used to enhance student learning outcomes, promote
creativity, and develop critical thinking skills. You will also learn about the importance of the elements of
design in art education and how they can be applied to various art forms, including digital photography.

Learning Objectives

Identify and explain the elements of design
Use a cell phone camera to capture examples of the elements of design
Develop engaging lesson plans for teaching digital photography and the elements of design



Exploring Digital Photography and Elements of Design: A
Teacher Candidate's Guide

Understanding the Elements of Design

In this section, you will learn about the different elements of design, including line, shape, space, texture,
color, form, value, harmony, repetition, unity, balance, and pattern. You will explore how each element
contributes to the overall composition of a photograph and how they can be used to create visually
appealing images.

Elements of Design

Line
Shape
Space
Texture
Color
Form
Value
Harmony
Repetition
Unity
Balance
Pattern
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Using Cell Phone Cameras to Capture Examples of the Elements of Design

In this section, you will learn how to use your cell phone camera to capture examples of the elements of
design. You will explore the different features of your cell phone camera, including the camera settings,
lighting, and composition.

Cell Phone Camera Features

Camera settings
Lighting
Composition
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Developing Engaging Lesson Plans

In this section, you will learn how to develop engaging lesson plans that integrate digital photography and
the elements of design. You will explore how to create comprehensive and well-structured lesson plans that
promote student learning and creativity.

Lesson Plan Components

Learning objectives
Materials and resources
Procedure
Assessment
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Assessing Student Learning and Understanding

In this section, you will learn how to assess student learning and understanding of the elements of design
and digital photography. You will explore the different methods for assessing student learning, including
quizzes, tests, projects, and peer feedback.

Assessment Methods

Quizzes
Tests
Projects
Peer feedback
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Implementation Plan

To implement this lesson plan, follow these steps:

1. Review the lesson plan and familiarize yourself with the activities and strategies outlined.
2. Prepare the necessary materials and resources, including cell phone cameras, computers, and

software.
3. Introduce the lesson to your students and provide an overview of the learning objectives and

activities.
4. Follow the activities and strategies outlined in the lesson plan, providing feedback and support to your

students as needed.
5. Assess student learning and understanding using the methods and strategies outlined in the lesson

plan.
6. Provide feedback and support to your students, and make adjustments to the lesson plan as needed.
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Reflection and Evaluation

After implementing this lesson plan, take time to reflect on your teaching practices and evaluate the
effectiveness of the lesson. Consider the following questions:

What were the strengths and weaknesses of the lesson?
What adjustments can be made to improve the lesson?
What additional resources or support are needed to implement the lesson effectively?
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Conclusion and Next Steps

In conclusion, this lesson plan provides a comprehensive guide to integrating digital photography and the
elements of design into your elementary and middle school art curriculum. By following the activities and
strategies outlined in this lesson, you will be equipped with the knowledge and skills to effectively teach
digital photography and the elements of design to your students.

Next steps:

Implement the lesson plan and provide feedback and support to your students.
Reflect on your teaching practices and evaluate the effectiveness of the lesson.
Make adjustments to the lesson plan as needed and provide additional resources or support to
implement the lesson effectively.
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Glossary

The following terms are used in this lesson plan:

Digital photography: the use of digital cameras to capture and edit images.
Elements of design: the fundamental principles of art, including line, shape, space, texture, color, form,
value, harmony, repetition, unity, balance, and pattern.
Cell phone camera: a camera that is built into a cell phone or mobile device.
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Index

The following topics are covered in this lesson plan:

Introduction to digital photography and elements of design
Understanding the elements of design
Using cell phone cameras to capture examples of the elements of design
Developing engaging lesson plans
Assessing student learning and understanding


