
Narrative Writing and Composition Assessment

Student Name: _______________________ Class: _______________________

Student ID: _______________________ Date: {{DATE}}

Assessment Details

Duration: 45 minutes Total Marks: 100

Topics Covered:

• Narrative Structure
• Character Development
• Plot Progression
• Literary Devices

Instructions to Students:

1. Read all questions carefully before attempting.
2. Show all working out - marks are awarded for method.
3. Calculator use is permitted except where stated otherwise.
4. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
5. If you need more space, use the additional pages at the end.
6. Time management is crucial - allocate approximately 1 minute per mark.
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Section A: Short Answer Questions [30 marks]

Question 1 [10 marks]

Describe the main character's traits and motivations in the given narrative text. How do these traits
influence the character's actions throughout the story?

Question 2 [10 marks]

Identify the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution in the narrative text. Explain the
significance of each stage in the story.

Question 3 [10 marks]

Choose a vocabulary word from the text and explain its meaning in the context of the story. Provide a
sentence that demonstrates your understanding of the word.
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Section B: Essay Question [40 marks]

Question 4 [40 marks]

Analyze the plot progression in the given narrative text. How do the events in the story contribute to the
overall plot? What literary devices does the author use to create tension and suspense? Use evidence
from the text to support your argument.
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Section C: Multiple Choice Questions [30 marks]

Question 5 [5 marks]

Which of the following best describes the narrative structure of the story?

A) Linear B) Non-linear

C) Circular D) Episodic

Question 6 [5 marks]

What is the primary purpose of the exposition in a narrative text?

A) To introduce the conflict B) To develop the characters

C) To provide background information D) To resolve the plot

Question 7 [5 marks]

Which literary device is used to create suspense in the story?

A) Foreshadowing B) Flashback

C) Imagery D) Symbolism

Question 8 [5 marks]

What is the significance of the climax in a narrative text?

A) It introduces the conflict B) It develops the characters

C) It provides background information
D) It is the most intense or critical moment in the
story

Question 9 [5 marks]
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What is the purpose of the falling action in a narrative text?

A) To introduce the conflict B) To develop the characters

C) To provide background information D) To resolve the plot

Question 10 [5 marks]

What is the significance of the resolution in a narrative text?

A) It introduces the conflict B) It develops the characters

C) It provides background information
D) It ties up loose ends and provides a sense of
closure
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Glossary

Exposition: The introduction to a story that provides background information and sets the scene

Rising Action: The series of events that build tension and create conflict in a story

Climax: The most intense or critical moment in a story

Falling Action: The events that follow the climax and lead to the resolution

Resolution: The conclusion of a story that ties up loose ends and provides a sense of closure

Foreshadowing: A literary device that hints at events that will occur later in the story

Flashback: A literary device that interrupts the present action to show a scene from the past

Imagery: A literary device that uses descriptive language to create vivid mental images

Symbolism: A literary device that uses objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or
concepts
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Assessment Rubric

The assessment rubric includes clear criteria for evaluating student performance, including:

Content Knowledge: Demonstrated understanding of narrative writing and composition concepts
Critical Thinking: Ability to analyze and evaluate literary devices and techniques
Communication: Effective written communication of ideas and concepts
Organization: Clear and logical organization of ideas and concepts
Conventions: Adherence to standard writing conventions, including grammar, spelling, and punctuation
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Conclusion

This assessment is designed to evaluate your understanding of narrative writing and composition concepts.
Remember to read the questions carefully, manage your time effectively, and use the provided graphic
organizers and concept maps to help you visualize the narrative structure and character development. Good
luck!
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Advanced Concepts

In addition to the fundamental concepts of narrative writing and composition, there are several advanced techniques that can be used
to enhance the quality and effectiveness of a narrative. One such technique is the use of symbolism, which involves using objects,
colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts. For example, in William Golding's novel "Lord of the Flies," the
conch shell is used as a symbol of order and civility, while the beast represents the fear and savagery that exists within the human
heart.

Case Study: Symbolism in "Lord of the Flies"

In "Lord of the Flies," Golding uses symbolism to explore the themes of human nature, society, and the effects of isolation. The island
itself is a symbol of a microcosm of society, where the boys must create their own rules and social hierarchy. The conch shell, which
is used to call meetings and maintain order, is a symbol of democracy and civility, while the beast represents the fear and savagery
that exists within the human heart. The character of Piggy, who is intelligent and rational, represents the voice of reason, while the
character of Jack, who is power-hungry and aggressive, represents the destructive forces of human nature.

Another advanced technique is the use of foreshadowing, which involves hinting at events that will occur later in the story. For
example, in Shakespeare's play "Romeo and Juliet," the chorus's opening lines "From forth the fatal loins of these two foes / A pair of
star-cross'd lovers take their life" foreshadow the tragic ending of the play. Foreshadowing can be used to create suspense and
tension, as well as to add depth and complexity to the narrative.

Example: Foreshadowing in "Romeo and Juliet"

In "Romeo and Juliet," Shakespeare uses foreshadowing to hint at the tragic ending of the play. The chorus's opening lines, which
mention the "fatal loins" of the two families, foreshadow the violence and tragedy that will occur later in the play. Additionally, the
character of the friar, who marries Romeo and Juliet in secret, foreshadows the ultimate demise of the two lovers. The use of
foreshadowing creates a sense of tension and suspense, as the audience is aware of the tragic events that will unfold.

Literary Devices

Literary devices are techniques used by writers to create a specific effect or mood in their writing. Some common literary devices
include metaphor, simile, personification, and imagery. Metaphor is a comparison between two unlike things without using "like" or
"as," while simile is a comparison between two unlike things using "like" or "as." Personification is the attribution of human qualities or
characteristics to non-human entities, such as objects or animals. Imagery is the use of language to create vivid mental images.

Case Study: Literary Devices in "The Great Gatsby"

In F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel "The Great Gatsby," literary devices are used to create a sense of luxury, excess, and decay. The character
of Jay Gatsby is a metaphor for the American Dream, while the valley of ashes is a symbol of the moral decay and corruption that lies
beneath the surface of wealthy communities. The use of personification, such as the "eyes of Doctor T.J. Eckleburg" watching over
the valley of ashes, adds to the sense of moral decay and judgment. The imagery used to describe the parties and the wealthy
communities creates a sense of luxury and excess, while the imagery used to describe the valley of ashes creates a sense of
desolation and decay.

Literary devices can be used to create a specific mood or atmosphere, as well as to add depth and complexity to the narrative. They
can also be used to explore themes and ideas, such as the American Dream, class and social status, and the corrupting influence of
wealth.

Example: Literary Devices in "The Great Gatsby"
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In "The Great Gatsby," Fitzgerald uses literary devices to create a sense of luxury, excess, and decay. The use of metaphor, such as the
comparison of Gatsby to a "golden egg," creates a sense of wonder and enchantment. The use of personification, such as the "eyes of
Doctor T.J. Eckleburg" watching over the valley of ashes, adds to the sense of moral decay and judgment. The imagery used to
describe the parties and the wealthy communities creates a sense of luxury and excess, while the imagery used to describe the valley
of ashes creates a sense of desolation and decay.

Narrative Structure

The narrative structure of a story refers to the way in which the events are organized and presented to the reader. There are several
different types of narrative structure, including linear, non-linear, and circular. Linear narrative structure presents the events in
chronological order, while non-linear narrative structure presents the events out of chronological order. Circular narrative structure
presents the events in a circular pattern, with the ending looping back to the beginning.

Case Study: Narrative Structure in "The Catcher in the Rye"

In J.D. Salinger's novel "The Catcher in the Rye," the narrative structure is non-linear. The story is presented through the eyes of the
protagonist, Holden Caulfield, who is looking back on his experiences from a later time period. The use of non-linear narrative
structure creates a sense of intimacy and immediacy, as the reader is experiencing the events through Holden's eyes. The narrative
structure also adds to the sense of confusion and disorientation, as the reader is presented with a fragmented and disjointed
narrative.

The narrative structure of a story can be used to create a specific effect or mood, as well as to add depth and complexity to the
narrative. It can also be used to explore themes and ideas, such as the nature of time and memory, and the reliability of the narrator.

Example: Narrative Structure in "The Catcher in the Rye"

In "The Catcher in the Rye," Salinger uses non-linear narrative structure to create a sense of intimacy and immediacy. The use of
flashbacks and stream-of-consciousness narration adds to the sense of confusion and disorientation, as the reader is presented with
a fragmented and disjointed narrative. The narrative structure also creates a sense of tension and suspense, as the reader is unsure
of what will happen next.

Character Development

Character development refers to the process of creating and developing the characters in a story. There are several different types of
characters, including protagonist, antagonist, and minor characters. The protagonist is the main character of the story, while the
antagonist is the character who opposes the protagonist. Minor characters are characters who play a smaller role in the story.

Case Study: Character Development in "To Kill a Mockingbird"

In Harper Lee's novel "To Kill a Mockingbird," the character of Scout Finch is a well-developed and complex character. Scout is a
young girl who is learning about the world around her, and her experiences and observations are presented through her eyes. The use
of first-person narration creates a sense of intimacy and immediacy, as the reader is experiencing the events through Scout's eyes.
The character of Atticus Finch, Scout's father, is also a well-developed character, who is presented as a moral compass and a source
of guidance and wisdom.

Character development is an important aspect of narrative writing, as it allows the reader to become invested in the characters and
their experiences. It can also be used to explore themes and ideas, such as racism, injustice, and the loss of innocence.

Example: Character Development in "To Kill a Mockingbird"

In "To Kill a Mockingbird," Lee uses character development to create a sense of intimacy and immediacy. The use of first-person
narration creates a sense of closeness to the characters, as the reader is experiencing the events through Scout's eyes. The character
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of Atticus Finch is a source of guidance and wisdom, and his defense of Tom Robinson creates a sense of tension and suspense. The
character development also adds to the sense of tragedy and injustice, as the reader is aware of the consequences of the events that
unfold.

Themes and Ideas

Themes and ideas are the underlying messages or meanings that are presented in a story. They can be explored through the use of
literary devices, character development, and narrative structure. Some common themes and ideas include the nature of humanity, the
importance of morality, and the consequences of actions.

Case Study: Themes and Ideas in "The Great Gatsby"

In F. Scott Fitzgerald's novel "The Great Gatsby," the theme of the American Dream is explored. The character of Jay Gatsby is a
symbol of the American Dream, who has reinvented himself from a poor boy to a wealthy man. However, the novel also explores the
idea that the American Dream is ultimately unattainable, and that the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to moral decay and
corruption.

Themes and ideas can be used to add depth and complexity to a narrative, as well as to explore important issues and concepts. They
can also be used to create a sense of tension and suspense, as the reader is aware of the consequences of the events that unfold.

Example: Themes and Ideas in "The Great Gatsby"

In "The Great Gatsby," Fitzgerald uses themes and ideas to create a sense of tension and suspense. The theme of the American
Dream is explored through the character of Jay Gatsby, who is a symbol of the dream. However, the novel also explores the idea that
the American Dream is ultimately unattainable, and that the pursuit of wealth and status can lead to moral decay and corruption. The
use of symbolism, such as the green light across the water, adds to the sense of longing and yearning, as Gatsby reaches for
something that is ultimately out of his grasp.

Conclusion

In conclusion, narrative writing and composition are complex and multifaceted topics that involve the use of literary devices,
character development, and narrative structure to create a compelling and engaging story. The use of themes and ideas can add
depth and complexity to a narrative, as well as explore important issues and concepts. By understanding and applying these
concepts, writers can create narratives that are both entertaining and thought-provoking.

Case Study: Conclusion

In the case studies presented in this document, we have seen how literary devices, character development, and narrative structure
can be used to create a compelling and engaging story. We have also seen how themes and ideas can be used to add depth and
complexity to a narrative, as well as explore important issues and concepts. By applying these concepts, writers can create narratives
that are both entertaining and thought-provoking.

It is hoped that this document has provided a comprehensive overview of narrative writing and composition, and has given writers the
tools and techniques they need to create compelling and engaging stories. By understanding and applying the concepts presented in
this document, writers can take their writing to the next level and create narratives that are both entertaining and thought-provoking.

Example: Conclusion

In the example presented in this document, we have seen how literary devices, character development, and narrative structure can be
used to create a compelling and engaging story. We have also seen how themes and ideas can be used to add depth and complexity
to a narrative, as well as explore important issues and concepts. By applying these concepts, writers can create narratives that are
both entertaining and thought-provoking.
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Section A: Short Answer Questions [30 marks]

Question 1 [10 marks]

Describe the main character's traits and motivations in the given narrative text. How do these traits
influence the character's actions throughout the story?

Question 2 [10 marks]

Identify the exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution in the narrative text. Explain the
significance of each stage in the story.

Question 3 [10 marks]

Choose a vocabulary word from the text and explain its meaning in the context of the story. Provide a
sentence that demonstrates your understanding of the word.
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Section B: Essay Question [40 marks]

Question 4 [40 marks]

Analyze the plot progression in the given narrative text. How do the events in the story contribute to the
overall plot? What literary devices does the author use to create tension and suspense? Use evidence
from the text to support your argument.
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Section C: Multiple Choice Questions [30 marks]

Question 5 [5 marks]

Which of the following best describes the narrative structure of the story?

A) Linear B) Non-linear

C) Circular D) Episodic

Question 6 [5 marks]

What is the primary purpose of the exposition in a narrative text?

A) To introduce the conflict B) To develop the characters

C) To provide background information D) To resolve the plot

Question 7 [5 marks]

Which literary device is used to create suspense in the story?

A) Foreshadowing B) Flashback

C) Imagery D) Symbolism

Question 8 [5 marks]

What is the significance of the climax in a narrative text?

A) It introduces the conflict B) It develops the characters

C) It provides background information
D) It is the most intense or critical moment in the
story

Question 9 [5 marks]
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What is the purpose of the falling action in a narrative text?

A) To introduce the conflict B) To develop the characters

C) To provide background information D) To resolve the plot

Question 10 [5 marks]

What is the significance of the resolution in a narrative text?

A) It introduces the conflict B) It develops the characters

C) It provides background information
D) It ties up loose ends and provides a sense of
closure
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Glossary

Exposition: The introduction to a story that provides background information and sets the scene

Rising Action: The series of events that build tension and create conflict in a story

Climax: The most intense or critical moment in a story

Falling Action: The events that follow the climax and lead to the resolution

Resolution: The conclusion of a story that ties up loose ends and provides a sense of closure

Foreshadowing: A literary device that hints at events that will occur later in the story

Flashback: A literary device that interrupts the present action to show a scene from the past

Imagery: A literary device that uses descriptive language to create vivid mental images

Symbolism: A literary device that uses objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or
concepts
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Assessment Rubric

The assessment rubric includes clear criteria for evaluating student performance, including:

Content Knowledge: Demonstrated understanding of narrative writing and composition concepts
Critical Thinking: Ability to analyze and evaluate literary devices and techniques
Communication: Effective written communication of ideas and concepts
Organization: Clear and logical organization of ideas and concepts
Conventions: Adherence to standard writing conventions, including grammar, spelling, and punctuation
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Conclusion

This assessment is designed to evaluate your understanding of narrative writing and composition concepts.
Remember to read the questions carefully, manage your time effectively, and use the provided graphic
organizers and concept maps to help you visualize the narrative structure and character development. Good
luck!
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