
Introduction to Idiomatic Expressions in Authentic Texts:
Trabajo en Grupo

Introduction to Idiomatic Expressions

Welcome to the world of idiomatic expressions! In this worksheet, we will explore the fascinating world of
idioms and learn how to use them in context. Idiomatic expressions are phrases or expressions that have a
figurative meaning that is different from the literal meaning of the individual words. They are used in everyday
language, literature, and media to convey emotions, ideas, and attitudes.

Activity 1: Matching Game

Match the idiomatic expressions with their meanings:

1. Break a leg
2. Cost an arm and a leg
3. Beat around the bush
4. Bite off more than you can chew
5. Cut to the chase

Meanings:

1. a) To wish someone good luck
2. b) To avoid talking directly or clearly about something
3. c) To take on more responsibility than you can handle
4. d) To get to the point or the most important part of a conversation
5. e) To be very expensive
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Reading Comprehension

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

"The new policy is a game-changer for our company. It will help us to cut to the chase and focus on the most
important tasks. However, it may cost an arm and a leg to implement, and some employees may feel like they
are biting off more than they can chew."

1. What does the phrase "game-changer" mean in this context?

2. What does the phrase "cut to the chase" mean in this context?

3. What does the phrase "cost an arm and a leg" mean in this context?

Group Discussion

Group Task:

Work in groups to discuss the following questions:

1. Can you think of a time when you used an idiomatic expression in a conversation? What was the
expression, and what did it mean?

2. How do idiomatic expressions add flavor and interest to language?
3. Can you think of a situation where using an idiomatic expression might be inappropriate? Why?
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Writing Activity

Write a short story using at least three idiomatic expressions. Make sure to use them in context and explain
their meanings.

Idiomatic Expression Scavenger Hunt

Find and identify idiomatic expressions in the following texts:

A news article
A social media post
Song lyrics

Write down the expressions and their meanings, and discuss them with your group.
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Role-Play

Group Task:

Work in pairs to practice using idiomatic expressions in context. Take turns acting out scenarios,
such as ordering food at a restaurant or making a reservation at a hotel. Use at least three idiomatic
expressions in each scenario.

Quiz

Take a quiz to test your knowledge of idiomatic expressions. Choose the correct meaning for each
expression:

1. Break a leg
1. a) To wish someone good luck
2. b) To take a break
3. c) To leg it

2. Cost an arm and a leg
1. a) To be very expensive
2. b) To be very cheap
3. c) To be free

3. Beat around the bush
1. a) To avoid talking directly or clearly about something
2. b) To talk directly and clearly about something
3. c) To talk about something in a roundabout way
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Reflection

Individual Reflection:

1. What was the most surprising thing you learned today?

2. How will this learning change your actions in the future?

3. What questions do you still have about idiomatic expressions?

Creative Activity

Create your own idiomatic expression and use it in a sentence. Explain the meaning of your expression and
how it can be used in context.
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Conclusion

Congratulations! You have completed the introduction to idiomatic expressions in authentic texts. Remember
to use idiomatic expressions in context and to practice using them in your everyday language. Good luck, and
happy learning!
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