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Introduction

Welcome to "Exploring Design Concepts through Digital Photography: A Creative Journey for 15-Year-Olds."
This lesson plan is designed to introduce students to the fundamental principles of design, including
rhythm, repetition, balance, and harmony, using digital photography as a medium of exploration. By
leveraging the cameras on their cell phones, students will capture and analyze visual elements that
exemplify these concepts, fostering a deeper understanding of the role of design in everyday life.

Learning Objectives

Upon completing this lesson, students will be able to:

¢ Analyze and identify examples of design concepts, including rhythm, repetition, balance, and harmony,
in their surroundings, using digital photography as a tool for observation and documentation.

¢ Evaluate the effectiveness of composition, lighting, and focus in digital photographs, using critical
thinking skills to assess the visual impact of each image.

¢ Create a visually appealing and effective composition, using the principles of design to guide their
photography.

¢ Synthesize their understanding of design concepts by creating a cohesive and well-organized Google

Slide deck, using digital tools to showcase their photos and provide context and explanation for each
image.
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Materials and Resources

Cell phones with cameras
Google Slide deck

Digital camera tutorial
Design concept handout
Photography examples
Online resources

Lesson Plan Overview

The lesson will be divided into six key sections, each with a specific objective and engagement strategy.

Introduction and Overview (5 minutes)
Photography Assignment (10 minutes)

Uploading Photos to Google Slide Deck (5 minutes)
Class Discussion and Analysis (5 minutes)

Guided Practice (3 minutes)

Conclusion and Reflection (2 minutes)
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Introduction and Overview

Introduce the design concepts and provide an overview of the lesson objectives. Distribute the design
concept handout and provide a brief demonstration of how to use the camera on their cell phones.

Photography Assignment

Students will be given 10 minutes to take photos of examples of design concepts in their surroundings. The
teacher will circulate around the room, providing guidance and support as needed.
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Uploading Photos to Google Slide Deck

Students will upload their photos to the shared Google Slide deck. The teacher will demonstrate how to
upload photos and provide technical support as needed.

Class Discussion and Analysis

The teacher will lead a class discussion, asking students to share their photos and explain how they
exemplify the design concepts. The teacher will facilitate a critical analysis of the photos, encouraging
students to think about the composition, lighting, and focus of each image.
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Teaching Strategies

To support student learning, the following teaching strategies will be employed:

e Encourage Active Observation: Encourage students to slow down and observe their surroundings
carefully, looking for examples of design concepts.

e Use Real-World Examples: Use real-world examples to illustrate design concepts, such as the
symmetry of a building or the harmony of a landscape.

¢ Provide Feedback and Guidance: Provide feedback and guidance to students as they take photos and
upload them to the Google Slide deck.

¢ Encourage Collaboration and Sharing: Encourage students to collaborate and share their photos and
ideas with each other, using the Google Slide deck as a platform for discussion and analysis.

¢ Use Technology to Enhance Teaching: Use technology to enhance teaching and learning, such as
using photo editing software to manipulate and enhance images.
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Assessment and Evaluation

To assess student learning, the following strategies will be employed:

¢ Formative Assessment: The teacher will observe student participation and engagement during the
lesson, and provide feedback and guidance as needed.

e Summative Assessment: Students will submit a photo portfolio that demonstrates their
understanding of design concepts, and will participate in a class discussion to analyze and interpret
their photos.

¢ Self-Assessment: Students will complete a self-assessment rubric, evaluating their own
understanding of design concepts and technical skills.
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this lesson plan on using digital photography to study design concepts has provided students
with a unique and engaging opportunity to explore and learn about rhythm, repetition, balance, harmony, and
other essential design principles. By using the cameras on their cell phones and uploading their photos to a
Google Slide deck, students have been able to develop their observation and photography skills, while also
analyzing and interpreting the design concepts in their surroundings. The lesson has also emphasized the
importance of safety and digital citizenship, reminding students to be aware of their surroundings, respect
other people's personal space and property, and use their cell phones responsibly.






