
Exploring Daily Life in Ancient Egypt

Introduction to Ancient Egypt

Read the following introduction to Ancient Egypt and answer the questions that follow:

Ancient Egypt was a fascinating civilization that thrived along the Nile River over 4,000 years ago. By
examining archaeological evidence and primary sources, we can gain a unique insight into the daily lives
of Ancient Egyptians.

1. What can we learn about Ancient Egyptian daily life by examining archaeological evidence and
primary sources?

2. Why is it important to study Ancient Egyptian civilization?

Analyzing Archaeological Evidence

Look at the image of the Ancient Egyptian artifact below and answer the questions that follow:

Ancient Egyptian Artifact

1. What is the artifact?

2. What was its purpose?

3. What does it tell us about Ancient Egyptian culture?
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Interpreting Primary Sources

Read the following excerpt from the Edwin Smith Papyrus and answer the questions that follow:

"The physician shall examine the patient, and shall say, 'What is your complaint?'... If the patient says, 'I
have a pain in my head,' the physician shall say, 'I will give you a remedy for it.'"

1. What does this excerpt tell us about Ancient Egyptian medicine?

2. What does it reveal about the role of the physician in Ancient Egyptian society?

Creating a Social Hierarchy Diagram

Create a diagram to illustrate the social hierarchies of Ancient Egypt. Include the following groups:

Pharaoh
Nobles
Priests
Artisans
Peasants
Slaves

[Space for diagram]
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Debating the Importance of the Nile

Debate the following statement:

"The Nile River was the most important factor in the success of Ancient Egyptian civilization."

1. What arguments can you make for or against this statement?

2. What evidence from archaeological sources and primary texts supports your argument?

Writing a Diary Entry

Imagine you are an Ancient Egyptian living in a small village along the Nile River. Write a diary entry describing
your daily life, including your occupation, family, and social activities.

[Space for diary entry]
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Conclusion

What have you learned about Ancient Egyptian daily life? How has this knowledge helped you understand the
significance of Ancient Egypt in the modern world?

1. What were some of the key aspects of Ancient Egyptian daily life that you learned about?

2. How does understanding Ancient Egyptian daily life help us appreciate the significance of Ancient
Egypt in the modern world?

Assessment

Answer the following questions to assess your understanding of Ancient Egyptian daily life:

1. What was the role of the pharaoh in Ancient Egyptian society?

2. What was the significance of the Nile River in Ancient Egyptian economy and culture?

3. How did the social hierarchies of Ancient Egypt affect daily life?
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Extension Activity

Research and create a multimedia presentation (such as a video or podcast) about a specific aspect of
Ancient Egyptian daily life, such as food, clothing, or entertainment.

[Space for presentation plan]
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