
Introduction to Black History Month and Key Figures

Introduction to Black History Month

Black History Month is a celebration of the achievements and contributions of African Americans throughout
history. It is essential to recognize and honor the struggles and achievements of African Americans,
promoting diversity, equality, and social justice.

Black History Month originated in 1926 as Negro History Week, created by historian Carter G. Woodson
and the Association for the Study of Negro Life and History. Over time, it evolved into a month-long
celebration, with the first official Black History Month being recognized in 1986.

Key Figures in Black History

Research and write about the following key figures in Black History:

1. Martin Luther King Jr.
2. Rosa Parks
3. Malcolm X

Group Task:

Create a timeline of the key events in the lives of these figures, including their contributions to the
Civil Rights Movement.

Figure Key Events Contributions

© 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement was a social movement that aimed to end racial segregation and discrimination
against African Americans. Research and write about the following key events:

1. The Montgomery Bus Boycott
2. The March on Washington
3. The passage of the Civil Rights Act and Voting Rights Act

Black Culture and Heritage

Black Culture is the traditions, customs, and contributions of black people to art, literature, and music.
Research and write about the following examples:

1. African American music, such as jazz and blues
2. African American literature, such as the works of Maya Angelou and Langston Hughes

Group Task:

Create a showcase of Black Culture, including music, art, and literature.

[Space for creative work]
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Promoting Diversity and Equality

Why is diversity and equality important? How can we promote diversity and equality in our own lives and
communities?

Diversity and equality are essential for creating a fair and just society, where everyone has equal
opportunities and is treated with respect. We can promote diversity and equality by educating ourselves
and others, advocating for equal rights, and standing up against discrimination and prejudice.

Black History Month Celebration

How can we celebrate Black History Month? What activities and events can we plan to promote diversity and
equality?

1. Create a museum exhibit
2. Perform a skit or song
3. Design a poster to promote Black History Month

Group Task:

Plan a celebration of Black History Month, including activities and events to promote diversity and
equality.

[Space for planning]
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Reflection and Evaluation

What did you learn about Black History Month and key figures? How can you apply what you learned to
promote diversity and equality in your own life and community?

Reflecting on what we have learned is essential for understanding the importance of Black History Month
and promoting diversity and equality. We can apply what we learned by educating others, advocating for
equal rights, and standing up against discrimination and prejudice.

Additional Resources

What are some additional resources that can help us learn more about Black History Month and key figures?

1. Books: "The Autobiography of Martin Luther King Jr." and "The Diary of Malcolm X"
2. Websites: National Museum of African American History and Culture and Martin Luther King Jr.

Research and Education Institute

Group Task:

Research and create a list of additional resources that can help us learn more about Black History
Month and key figures.

[Space for research]
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Glossary

Define the following key terms related to Black History Month and key figures:

1. Civil rights
2. Segregation
3. Discrimination

Conclusion

Summarize what you learned about Black History Month and key figures. How can you apply what you
learned to promote diversity and equality in your own life and community?

In conclusion, Black History Month is a celebration of the achievements and contributions of African
Americans throughout history. We can apply what we learned by educating others, advocating for equal
rights, and standing up against discrimination and prejudice.
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Differentiated Activities for Mixed-Ability Groups

Create differentiated activities for mixed-ability groups to learn about Black History Month and key figures:

1. For beginners: Create a timeline of key events in Black History
2. For intermediate learners: Research and write about a key figure in Black History
3. For advanced learners: Create a showcase of Black Culture, including music, art, and literature

Group Task:

Create a plan for differentiated activities for mixed-ability groups to learn about Black History Month
and key figures.

[Space for planning]
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The Impact of Black History Month on Modern Society

Black History Month has had a significant impact on modern society, promoting diversity, equality, and social justice. It has raised
awareness about the contributions and achievements of African Americans, and has helped to break down barriers and challenge
stereotypes. The month-long celebration has also provided a platform for African Americans to share their stories, experiences, and
perspectives, and has helped to promote a sense of community and solidarity.

Example: The Black Lives Matter Movement

The Black Lives Matter movement is a prime example of the impact of Black History Month on modern society. The movement, which
began in 2013, has brought attention to systemic racism and police brutality against African Americans, and has sparked a national
conversation about racial justice and equality. The movement has also highlighted the importance of Black History Month, and has
helped to promote a sense of urgency and action around issues affecting African American communities.

Teaching Black History Month in the Classroom

Teaching Black History Month in the classroom is an important way to promote diversity, equality, and social justice. Teachers can
use a variety of strategies and resources to teach about Black History Month, including textbooks, documentaries, and guest
speakers. It is also important to incorporate diverse perspectives and experiences into the curriculum, and to provide opportunities
for students to engage in critical thinking and reflection.

Case Study: Incorporating Black History Month into the Curriculum

A case study of a school that successfully incorporated Black History Month into the curriculum found that students who participated
in the program showed significant improvements in their understanding of African American history and culture. The program also
helped to promote a sense of community and solidarity among students, and provided opportunities for students to engage in critical
thinking and reflection.

The Importance of Intersectionality in Black History Month

Intersectionality is an important concept in Black History Month, as it recognizes that individuals have multiple identities and
experiences that intersect and interact. For example, African American women may experience both racism and sexism, and may
face unique challenges and barriers as a result. It is essential to consider intersectionality when teaching about Black History Month,
and to provide opportunities for students to explore and understand the complex and nuanced experiences of African Americans.

Reflection: Considering Intersectionality in Black History Month

Take a moment to reflect on how intersectionality impacts your understanding of Black History Month. How do you think
intersectionality should be considered when teaching about Black History Month? What strategies can you use to promote
intersectionality in your teaching practices?

The Role of Technology in Black History Month

Technology has played a significant role in Black History Month, providing new and innovative ways to teach and learn about African
American history and culture. Digital resources, such as online museums and archives, have made it possible for students to access
a wide range of primary sources and historical documents. Social media has also provided a platform for African Americans to share
their stories and experiences, and has helped to promote a sense of community and solidarity.

Example: The National Museum of African American History and Culture

The National Museum of African American History and Culture is a prime example of the role of technology in Black History Month.
The museum's website provides access to a wide range of digital resources, including online exhibits, collections, and educational
materials. The museum has also used social media to engage with visitors and promote its programs and events.

The Future of Black History Month

The future of Black History Month is uncertain, but it is clear that the month-long celebration will continue to play an important role in
promoting diversity, equality, and social justice. As technology continues to evolve and improve, it is likely that Black History Month
will become even more accessible and engaging, providing new and innovative ways to teach and learn about African American
history and culture.

Case Study: The Future of Black History Month
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A case study of a school that is planning for the future of Black History Month found that the school is considering a range of
innovative strategies, including virtual reality experiences and social media campaigns. The school is also exploring ways to
incorporate more diverse perspectives and experiences into the curriculum, and to provide opportunities for students to engage in
critical thinking and reflection.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Black History Month is an important celebration that promotes diversity, equality, and social justice. The month-long
celebration has a significant impact on modern society, and provides a platform for African Americans to share their stories and
experiences. It is essential to consider intersectionality when teaching about Black History Month, and to provide opportunities for
students to engage in critical thinking and reflection. The future of Black History Month is uncertain, but it is clear that the month-long
celebration will continue to play an important role in promoting diversity, equality, and social justice.

Reflection: Conclusion

Take a moment to reflect on what you have learned about Black History Month. How do you think Black History Month can be
used to promote diversity, equality, and social justice? What strategies can you use to incorporate Black History Month into your
teaching practices?
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The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement was a social movement that aimed to end racial segregation and discrimination
against African Americans. Research and write about the following key events:
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2. The March on Washington
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Promoting Diversity and Equality
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[Space for research]
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