'Q’ PL NIT Speech Acts Assessment Worksheet

Introduction

This worksheet is designed to assess students' understanding of speech acts, a fundamental concept in
linguistics and pragmatics. The activities and questions in this worksheet are aimed at students aged 22-28
and are intended to evaluate their ability to identify and explain the concept of speech acts, differentiate
between locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary acts, analyze the role of context in determining speech
act meaning, and apply speech act theory to real-life communication scenarios.

Section 1: Multiple Choice Questions

Choose the correct answer for each question:

1. What is the primary function of a locutionary act?
a. To convey meaning
b. To perform an action
c. To express an attitude
d. To establish a relationship
2. Which of the following is an example of a perlocutionary act?
a. A speaker saying "l promise to help you"
b. A speaker saying "I'm sorry for what | did"
c. A speaker saying "You're doing a great job"
d. A speaker saying "The door is open"
3. What is the role of context in determining speech act meaning?
a. It provides additional information
b. It clarifies the speaker's intention
c. It determines the illocutionary force
d. It is irrelevant to speech act meaning
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Section 2: Short Answer Questions

Answer each question in 1-2 paragraphs:

1. Explain the difference between a locutionary act and an illocutionary act. Provide an example of
each.

2. Describe a situation where the context determines the meaning of a speech act. How does the
context influence the illocutionary force of the utterance?

3. What is the significance of speech act theory in understanding human communication? Provide an
example of how speech act theory can be applied in a real-life scenario.

Section 3: Essay Question

Choose one of the following essay questions and write a well-structured and well-supported essay response:

1. Analyze the role of context in determining speech act meaning. How does the context influence the
illocutionary force of an utterance? Provide examples to support your argument.

2. Discuss the differences between locutionary, illocutionary, and perlocutionary acts. How do these
acts relate to each other, and what are the implications of each act for human communication?
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Section 4: Case Studies

Read each case study and answer the questions that follow:

Case Study 1:

A speaker says, "Can you pass the salt?" in a restaurant. What type of speech act is this? How does
the context influence the illocutionary force of the utterance?

Case Study 2:

A manager says, "You're doing a great job" to an employee. What type of speech act is this? How does
the context influence the perlocutionary effect of the utterance?

Section 5: Group Discussion

Divide into small groups and discuss the following questions:

1. How do speech acts relate to real-life communication scenarios?

2. What are the implications of speech act theory for effective communication?
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3. How can speech act theory be applied in different contexts, such as business or education?
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Conclusion

This worksheet is designed to assess students' understanding of speech acts and their ability to apply
speech act theory to real-life communication scenarios. The activities and questions in this worksheet are
intended to evaluate students' knowledge and understanding of speech acts, as well as their ability to think
critically and analytically about language use.

Assessment Rubric

The assessment rubric for this worksheet is as follows:

e Multiple Choice Questions: 1 point for each correct answer

¢ Short Answer Questions: 5 points for content knowledge and understanding, 3 points for clarity and
coherence of writing, 2 points for use of examples and supporting evidence

¢ Essay Question: 20 points for content knowledge and understanding, 15 points for clarity and
coherence of writing, 10 points for use of examples and supporting evidence, 5 points for
organization and structure of the essay
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