
Introduction to UK Primary School Curriculum
Introduction

The UK Primary School Curriculum is designed to provide a broad and balanced
education for students, preparing them for the next stage of their academic journey. As an
educator, it is essential to cater to the diverse needs of your students, ensuring that each
child reaches their full potential. This guide provides a comprehensive overview of
creating effective lesson plans and presentation slides that cater to mixed ability
differentiation, incorporating foundation, core, and extension levels.



Understanding Mixed Ability Differentiation
Mixed ability differentiation is a teaching approach that acknowledges the diverse range of abilities
within a classroom. It involves providing various learning pathways, activities, and resources to cater to
the needs of students with different learning styles, abilities, and prior knowledge. By incorporating
foundation, core, and extension levels, you can ensure that all students are challenged and supported
accordingly.

Key Principles of Mixed Ability Differentiation

The key principles of mixed ability differentiation include:

Foundation: Providing additional support for students who require extra help,
using scaffolding techniques and visual aids to reinforce learning.
Core: Delivering the main curriculum content, using a range of teaching
methods to engage students and promote understanding.
Extension: Offering challenging activities and resources for students who
require more stimulation, encouraging them to think critically and develop
advanced skills.



Creating Effective Lesson Plans
To create effective lesson plans, consider the following steps:

1. Set clear learning objectives: Establish specific, measurable, and achievable goals
for student learning, aligned with the UK Primary School Curriculum.

2. Assess prior knowledge: Determine students' existing understanding and skills to
inform your teaching approach.

3. Differentiate instruction: Incorporate foundation, core, and extension levels into your
lesson plans, using a range of strategies such as visual aids, group work, and
technology integration.

4. Provide scaffolding: Offer temporary support and guidance to help students build
confidence and develop skills.

5. Encourage active learning: Incorporate hands-on activities, discussions, and
debates to promote student engagement and participation.

Lesson Plan Structure

The following is a sample lesson plan structure that incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Section Content Foundation Core Extension

Introduction Introduction
to topic

Simple
definition

Key terms
and concepts

Advanced
vocabulary
and definitions

Direct
Instruction

Explanation
of key
concepts

Visual aids
and
diagrams

Step-by-step
explanations

Critical
thinking
activities

Guided
Practice

Guided
practice
activities

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

Independent
Practice

Independent
practice
activities

Additional
support

Independent
work

Challenging
tasks

Conclusion Summary and
review

Key points
and recap

Summary
and reflection

Evaluation
and self-
assessment



Presentation Slides for Mixed Ability Differentiation
When creating presentation slides, consider the following tips:

Use clear and concise language: Avoid using complex vocabulary or jargon that
may confuse students.
Incorporate visual aids: Use images, diagrams, and videos to support learning and
illustrate key concepts.
Provide opportunities for interaction: Include quizzes, polls, and discussions to
encourage student engagement and participation.
Cater to different learning styles: Incorporate a range of multimedia resources, such
as audio and video clips, to cater to different learning styles.

Example Presentation Slide Structure

The following is an example of a presentation slide structure that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Slide Content Foundation Core Extension

Introduction Introduction
to topic

Simple
definition

Key terms and
concepts

Advanced
vocabulary
and definitions

Key
Concepts

Explanation
of key
concepts

Visual aids
and
diagrams

Step-by-step
explanations

Critical
thinking
activities

Examples
Real-life
examples and
case studies

Simplified
examples

Detailed
examples and
analysis

Complex case
studies and
discussions

Conclusion Summary and
review

Key points
and recap

Summary and
reflection

Evaluation
and self-
assessment



Assessment Opportunities
To evaluate student understanding and progress, consider the following assessment opportunities:

Formative assessments: Regular quizzes, class discussions, and feedback
sessions to monitor student progress and understanding.
Summative assessments: End-of-unit tests, projects, and presentations to evaluate
student learning and achievement.
Self-assessment: Encouraging students to reflect on their own learning, setting
goals and targets for improvement.

Assessment Template

The following is an example of an assessment template that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Assessment
Type Content Foundation Core Extension

Formative
Assessment

Quiz or
class
discussion

Simple
questions

Open-
ended
questions

Critical
thinking
questions

Summative
Assessment

End-of-unit
test or
project

Multiple-
choice
questions

Short-
answer
questions

Essay or
presentation

Self-
Assessment

Reflection
and self-
evaluation

Simple
reflection
questions

Open-
ended
reflection
questions

Critical
thinking
reflection
questions



Time Management Considerations
To make the most of classroom time, consider the following tips:

Plan ahead: Prepare lesson plans and resources in advance, ensuring that you
have enough time for instruction, practice, and assessment.
Prioritize: Focus on the most important learning objectives and activities, avoiding
unnecessary distractions and tangents.
Be flexible: Be prepared to adjust your lesson plan if necessary, responding to
student needs and interests.

Time Management Template

The following is an example of a time management template that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Time Activity Foundation Core Extension

9:00-
9:10 Introduction Simple

introduction
Introduction
with key terms

Introduction with
advanced
vocabulary

9:10-
9:30

Direct
Instruction

Visual aids
and diagrams

Step-by-step
explanations

Critical thinking
activities

9:30-
9:50

Guided
Practice

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

9:50-
10:10

Independent
Practice

Additional
support

Independent
work

Challenging
tasks

10:10-
10:20 Conclusion Key points

and recap
Summary and
reflection

Evaluation and
self-assessment



Student Engagement Factors
To enhance student participation and motivation, consider the following elements:

Relevance: Make learning relevant and meaningful to students' lives, using real-life
examples and case studies.
Choice: Offer students choices and options, allowing them to take ownership of their
learning.
Feedback: Provide regular feedback and encouragement, helping students to build
confidence and develop a growth mindset.

Student Engagement Template

The following is an example of a student engagement template that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Activity Content Foundation Core Extension

Group
Work

Collaborative
activity

Simple group
work

Group work
with roles

Group work
with complex
tasks

Discussions Class
discussion

Simple
discussion
questions

Open-ended
discussion
questions

Critical
thinking
discussion
questions

Debates Debate
activity

Simple debate
topics

Debate
topics with
research

Debate topics
with complex
arguments

Quizzes Quiz activity Simple quiz
questions

Open-ended
quiz
questions

Critical
thinking quiz
questions

Games Game activity Simple game Game with
rules

Game with
complex rules



Conclusion
By incorporating mixed ability differentiation into your teaching practice, you can create a supportive
and inclusive learning environment that caters to the diverse needs of your students. Remember to
stay flexible, be responsive to student needs, and continuously evaluate and improve your teaching
approach to ensure the best possible outcomes for your students.



Appendix
The following appendix provides additional resources and templates to support your teaching practice:

Glossary of Terms

The following is a glossary of terms related to mixed ability differentiation:

Mixed ability differentiation: A teaching approach that acknowledges the
diverse range of abilities within a classroom.
Foundation: Providing additional support for students who require extra help.
Core: Delivering the main curriculum content.
Extension: Offering challenging activities and resources for students who
require more stimulation.

References

The following are references related to mixed ability differentiation:

UK Primary School Curriculum
Mixed Ability Differentiation: A Guide for Teachers
Effective Lesson Planning: A Guide for Teachers



Page 7: Lesson Plan Template
The following is a lesson plan template that incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Section Content Foundation Core Extension

Introduction Introduction to
topic

Simple
definition

Key terms and
concepts

Advanced
vocabulary and
definitions

Direct
Instruction

Explanation of
key concepts

Visual aids
and diagrams

Step-by-step
explanations

Critical thinking
activities

Guided
Practice

Guided
practice
activities

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

Independent
Practice

Independent
practice
activities

Additional
support

Independent
work

Challenging
tasks

Conclusion Summary and
review

Key points
and recap

Summary and
reflection

Evaluation and
self-assessment



Page 8: Assessment Template
The following is an assessment template that incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Assessment
Type Content Foundation Core Extension

Formative
Assessment

Quiz or class
discussion

Simple
questions

Open-ended
questions

Critical thinking
questions

Summative
Assessment

End-of-unit
test or project

Multiple-
choice
questions

Short-answer
questions

Essay or
presentation

Self-
Assessment

Reflection
and self-
evaluation

Simple
reflection
questions

Open-ended
reflection
questions

Critical thinking
reflection
questions



Page 9: Time Management Template
The following is a time management template that incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Time Activity Foundation Core Extension

9:00-
9:10 Introduction Simple

introduction
Introduction with
key terms

Introduction with
advanced
vocabulary

9:10-
9:30

Direct
Instruction

Visual aids and
diagrams

Step-by-step
explanations

Critical thinking
activities

9:30-
9:50

Guided
Practice

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

9:50-
10:10

Independent
Practice

Additional
support

Independent
work Challenging tasks

10:10-
10:20 Conclusion Key points and

recap
Summary and
reflection

Evaluation and
self-assessment



Page 10: Student Engagement Template
The following is a student engagement template that incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Activity Content Foundation Core Extension

Group
Work

Collaborative
activity

Simple group
work

Group work
with roles

Group work with
complex tasks

Discussions Class
discussion

Simple
discussion
questions

Open-ended
discussion
questions

Critical thinking
discussion
questions

Debates Debate
activity

Simple debate
topics

Debate topics
with research

Debate topics
with complex
arguments

Quizzes Quiz activity Simple quiz
questions

Open-ended
quiz questions

Critical thinking
quiz questions

Games Game activity Simple game Game with
rules

Game with
complex rules



Advanced Concepts
As students progress through the curriculum, they will encounter more complex and nuanced concepts
that require a deeper understanding of mixed ability differentiation. This section will explore some of
the advanced concepts and strategies that teachers can use to support students with varying abilities.

Case Study: Differentiating Instruction for Gifted Students

A case study on differentiating instruction for gifted students, including strategies for
accelerating learning, providing enrichment activities, and fostering critical thinking and
problem-solving skills.

Example: Tiered Assignments

An example of how to create tiered assignments that cater to different learning levels, including
foundation, core, and extension levels.

Level Assignment Learning Objective

Foundation Complete a simple
worksheet

Demonstrate understanding of basic
concepts

Core Complete a short project Apply concepts to real-life scenarios

Extension Complete a research
paper

Analyze and evaluate complex
concepts



Technology Integration
Technology can be a powerful tool for supporting mixed ability differentiation in the classroom. This
section will explore some of the ways that teachers can use technology to cater to different learning
styles and abilities.

Example: Using Learning Management Systems

An example of how to use learning management systems to provide personalized learning
pathways, track student progress, and facilitate communication with parents and guardians.

Creating customized learning plans
Assigning adaptive assessments
Providing feedback and progress reports

Case Study: Using Educational Software to Support Differentiation

A case study on using educational software to support differentiation, including examples
of how to use software to provide scaffolding, feedback, and enrichment activities.



Assessment and Evaluation
Assessment and evaluation are critical components of mixed ability differentiation. This section will
explore some of the strategies and tools that teachers can use to assess and evaluate student
learning, including formative and summative assessments, rubrics, and self-assessment.

Example: Creating Rubrics

An example of how to create rubrics to assess student learning, including criteria for evaluating
foundation, core, and extension levels.

Criteria Foundation Core Extension

Content
Knowledge

Demonstrates
basic
understanding

Demonstrates
proficient
understanding

Demonstrates
advanced
understanding

Critical
Thinking

Applies concepts
to simple
scenarios

Applies concepts to
complex scenarios

Evaluates and
analyzes complex
concepts

Case Study: Using Self-Assessment to Promote Metacognition

A case study on using self-assessment to promote metacognition, including examples of
how to use self-assessment to help students reflect on their own learning and set goals
for improvement.



Collaboration and Communication
Collaboration and communication are essential components of mixed ability differentiation. This
section will explore some of the strategies and tools that teachers can use to facilitate collaboration
and communication among students, including group work, peer feedback, and technology integration.

Example: Facilitating Group Work

An example of how to facilitate group work, including strategies for assigning roles, providing
scaffolding, and promoting peer feedback.

Assigning roles and responsibilities
Providing scaffolding and support
Facilitating peer feedback and reflection

Case Study: Using Technology to Facilitate Collaboration

A case study on using technology to facilitate collaboration, including examples of how to
use online platforms and tools to support group work and peer feedback.



Conclusion
In conclusion, mixed ability differentiation is a powerful approach to teaching and learning that can
help teachers cater to the diverse needs of their students. By using the strategies and tools outlined in
this guide, teachers can create a supportive and inclusive learning environment that promotes
academic achievement and social growth.

Example: Creating a Mixed Ability Differentiation Plan

An example of how to create a mixed ability differentiation plan, including strategies for
identifying student needs, setting learning objectives, and developing instructional strategies.

Identifying student needs and abilities
Setting learning objectives and outcomes
Developing instructional strategies and activities

Case Study: Implementing Mixed Ability Differentiation in the
Classroom

A case study on implementing mixed ability differentiation in the classroom, including
examples of how to use the strategies and tools outlined in this guide to support student
learning and achievement.



Appendix
The following appendix provides additional resources and templates to support teachers in
implementing mixed ability differentiation in their classrooms.

Example: Mixed Ability Differentiation Template

A template for creating a mixed ability differentiation plan, including spaces for identifying
student needs, setting learning objectives, and developing instructional strategies.

Student
Needs Learning Objectives Instructional Strategies

Foundation Demonstrates basic
understanding Provides scaffolding and support

Core Demonstrates proficient
understanding

Provides opportunities for practice
and application

Extension Demonstrates advanced
understanding

Provides opportunities for
enrichment and acceleration

Case Study: Using the Mixed Ability Differentiation Template

A case study on using the mixed ability differentiation template to support student learning
and achievement, including examples of how to adapt the template to meet the needs of
different students and classrooms.

Introduction to UK Primary School
Curriculum

Introduction

The UK Primary School Curriculum is designed to provide a broad and
balanced education for students, preparing them for the next stage of
their academic journey. As an educator, it is essential to cater to the
diverse needs of your students, ensuring that each child reaches their
full potential. This guide provides a comprehensive overview of creating
effective lesson plans and presentation slides that cater to mixed ability
differentiation, incorporating foundation, core, and extension levels.



Understanding Mixed Ability Differentiation
Mixed ability differentiation is a teaching approach that acknowledges the diverse
range of abilities within a classroom. It involves providing various learning
pathways, activities, and resources to cater to the needs of students with different
learning styles, abilities, and prior knowledge. By incorporating foundation, core,
and extension levels, you can ensure that all students are challenged and
supported accordingly.

Key Principles of Mixed Ability Differentiation

The key principles of mixed ability differentiation include:

Foundation: Providing additional support for students who
require extra help, using scaffolding techniques and visual
aids to reinforce learning.
Core: Delivering the main curriculum content, using a range
of teaching methods to engage students and promote
understanding.
Extension: Offering challenging activities and resources for
students who require more stimulation, encouraging them to
think critically and develop advanced skills.



Creating Effective Lesson Plans
To create effective lesson plans, consider the following steps:

1. Set clear learning objectives: Establish specific, measurable, and
achievable goals for student learning, aligned with the UK Primary
School Curriculum.

2. Assess prior knowledge: Determine students' existing
understanding and skills to inform your teaching approach.

3. Differentiate instruction: Incorporate foundation, core, and
extension levels into your lesson plans, using a range of
strategies such as visual aids, group work, and technology
integration.

4. Provide scaffolding: Offer temporary support and guidance to help
students build confidence and develop skills.

5. Encourage active learning: Incorporate hands-on activities,
discussions, and debates to promote student engagement and
participation.

Lesson Plan Structure

The following is a sample lesson plan structure that incorporates mixed
ability differentiation:

Section Content Foundation Core Extension

Introduction Introduction
to topic

Simple
definition

Key terms
and
concepts

Advanced
vocabulary
and
definitions

Direct
Instruction

Explanation
of key
concepts

Visual aids
and
diagrams

Step-by-
step
explanations

Critical
thinking
activities

Guided
Practice

Guided
practice
activities

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

Independent
Practice

Independent
practice
activities

Additional
support

Independent
work

Challenging
tasks

Conclusion Summary
and review

Key points
and recap

Summary
and
reflection

Evaluation
and self-
assessment



Presentation Slides for Mixed Ability Differentiation
When creating presentation slides, consider the following tips:

Use clear and concise language: Avoid using complex vocabulary
or jargon that may confuse students.
Incorporate visual aids: Use images, diagrams, and videos to
support learning and illustrate key concepts.
Provide opportunities for interaction: Include quizzes, polls, and
discussions to encourage student engagement and participation.
Cater to different learning styles: Incorporate a range of
multimedia resources, such as audio and video clips, to cater to
different learning styles.

Example Presentation Slide Structure

The following is an example of a presentation slide structure that
incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Slide Content Foundation Core Extension

Introduction Introduction
to topic

Simple
definition

Key terms
and
concepts

Advanced
vocabulary
and
definitions

Key
Concepts

Explanation
of key
concepts

Visual aids
and
diagrams

Step-by-
step
explanations

Critical
thinking
activities

Examples
Real-life
examples
and case
studies

Simplified
examples

Detailed
examples
and analysis

Complex
case
studies and
discussions

Conclusion Summary
and review

Key points
and recap

Summary
and
reflection

Evaluation
and self-
assessment



Assessment Opportunities
To evaluate student understanding and progress, consider the following
assessment opportunities:

Formative assessments: Regular quizzes, class discussions, and
feedback sessions to monitor student progress and
understanding.
Summative assessments: End-of-unit tests, projects, and
presentations to evaluate student learning and achievement.
Self-assessment: Encouraging students to reflect on their own
learning, setting goals and targets for improvement.

Assessment Template

The following is an example of an assessment template that incorporates
mixed ability differentiation:

Assessment
Type Content Foundation Core Extension

Formative
Assessment

Quiz or
class
discussion

Simple
questions

Open-
ended
questions

Critical
thinking
questions

Summative
Assessment

End-of-
unit test or
project

Multiple-
choice
questions

Short-
answer
questions

Essay or
presentation

Self-
Assessment

Reflection
and self-
evaluation

Simple
reflection
questions

Open-
ended
reflection
questions

Critical
thinking
reflection
questions



Time Management Considerations
To make the most of classroom time, consider the following tips:

Plan ahead: Prepare lesson plans and resources in advance,
ensuring that you have enough time for instruction, practice, and
assessment.
Prioritize: Focus on the most important learning objectives and
activities, avoiding unnecessary distractions and tangents.
Be flexible: Be prepared to adjust your lesson plan if necessary,
responding to student needs and interests.

Time Management Template

The following is an example of a time management template that
incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Time Activity Foundation Core Extension

9:00-
9:10 Introduction Simple

introduction
Introduction
with key
terms

Introduction
with
advanced
vocabulary

9:10-
9:30

Direct
Instruction

Visual aids
and
diagrams

Step-by-
step
explanations

Critical
thinking
activities

9:30-
9:50

Guided
Practice

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

9:50-
10:10

Independent
Practice

Additional
support

Independent
work

Challenging
tasks

10:10-
10:20 Conclusion Key points

and recap
Summary
and
reflection

Evaluation
and self-
assessment



Student Engagement Factors
To enhance student participation and motivation, consider the following elements:

Relevance: Make learning relevant and meaningful to students'
lives, using real-life examples and case studies.
Choice: Offer students choices and options, allowing them to take
ownership of their learning.
Feedback: Provide regular feedback and encouragement, helping
students to build confidence and develop a growth mindset.

Student Engagement Template

The following is an example of a student engagement template that
incorporates mixed ability differentiation:

Activity Content Foundation Core Extension

Group
Work

Collaborative
activity

Simple
group work

Group
work with
roles

Group
work with
complex
tasks

Discussions Class
discussion

Simple
discussion
questions

Open-
ended
discussion
questions

Critical
thinking
discussion
questions

Debates Debate
activity

Simple
debate
topics

Debate
topics with
research

Debate
topics with
complex
arguments

Quizzes Quiz activity Simple quiz
questions

Open-
ended
quiz
questions

Critical
thinking
quiz
questions

Games Game
activity

Simple
game

Game
with rules

Game with
complex
rules



Conclusion
By incorporating mixed ability differentiation into your teaching practice, you can
create a supportive and inclusive learning environment that caters to the diverse
needs of your students. Remember to stay flexible, be responsive to student
needs, and continuously evaluate and improve your teaching approach to ensure
the best possible outcomes for your students.



Appendix
The following appendix provides additional resources and templates to support
your teaching practice:

Glossary of Terms

The following is a glossary of terms related to mixed ability differentiation:

Mixed ability differentiation: A teaching approach that
acknowledges the diverse range of abilities within a
classroom.
Foundation: Providing additional support for students who
require extra help.
Core: Delivering the main curriculum content.
Extension: Offering challenging activities and resources for
students who require more stimulation.

References

The following are references related to mixed ability differentiation:

UK Primary School Curriculum
Mixed Ability Differentiation: A Guide for Teachers
Effective Lesson Planning: A Guide for Teachers



Page 7: Lesson Plan Template
The following is a lesson plan template that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Section Content Foundation Core Extension

Introduction Introduction
to topic

Simple
definition

Key terms
and
concepts

Advanced
vocabulary
and
definitions

Direct
Instruction

Explanation
of key
concepts

Visual aids
and
diagrams

Step-by-
step
explanations

Critical
thinking
activities

Guided
Practice

Guided
practice
activities

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

Independent
Practice

Independent
practice
activities

Additional
support

Independent
work

Challenging
tasks

Conclusion Summary
and review

Key points
and recap

Summary
and
reflection

Evaluation
and self-
assessment



Page 8: Assessment Template
The following is an assessment template that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Assessment
Type Content Foundation Core Extension

Formative
Assessment

Quiz or
class
discussion

Simple
questions

Open-
ended
questions

Critical
thinking
questions

Summative
Assessment

End-of-
unit test or
project

Multiple-
choice
questions

Short-
answer
questions

Essay or
presentation

Self-
Assessment

Reflection
and self-
evaluation

Simple
reflection
questions

Open-
ended
reflection
questions

Critical
thinking
reflection
questions



Page 9: Time Management Template
The following is a time management template that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Time Activity Foundation Core Extension

9:00-
9:10 Introduction Simple

introduction
Introduction
with key
terms

Introduction
with
advanced
vocabulary

9:10-
9:30

Direct
Instruction

Visual aids
and
diagrams

Step-by-
step
explanations

Critical
thinking
activities

9:30-
9:50

Guided
Practice

One-to-one
support Group work Independent

practice

9:50-
10:10

Independent
Practice

Additional
support

Independent
work

Challenging
tasks

10:10-
10:20 Conclusion Key points

and recap
Summary
and
reflection

Evaluation
and self-
assessment



Page 10: Student Engagement Template
The following is a student engagement template that incorporates mixed ability
differentiation:

Activity Content Foundation Core Extension

Group
Work

Collaborative
activity

Simple
group work

Group
work with
roles

Group
work with
complex
tasks

Discussions Class
discussion

Simple
discussion
questions

Open-
ended
discussion
questions

Critical
thinking
discussion
questions

Debates Debate
activity

Simple
debate
topics

Debate
topics with
research

Debate
topics with
complex
arguments

Quizzes Quiz activity Simple quiz
questions

Open-
ended
quiz
questions

Critical
thinking
quiz
questions

Games Game
activity

Simple
game

Game
with rules

Game with
complex
rules


