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Subject Area: Social Studies
Unit Title: Exploring Cultural Diversity
Grade Level: 6-8
Lesson Number: 1 of 12

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: [Insert Date]
Teacher: [Insert Teacher Name]
Room: [Insert Room Number]

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

SS.6-8.1: Students will analyze the cultural, social, and political characteristics of ancient civilizations.
SS.6-8.2: Students will evaluate the significance of cultural exchange and diffusion between ancient
civilizations.

Skills Standards:

SS.6-8.3: Students will design a chart comparing the similarities and differences between ancient
civilizations.
SS.6-8.4: Students will apply knowledge of cultural similarities and differences to real-world scenarios.

Cross-Curricular Links:

Geography: Students will analyze the geographical characteristics of ancient civilizations.
History: Students will evaluate the historical significance of cultural exchange and diffusion between
ancient civilizations.

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the similarities and differences between the Maya and African cultures?
How did cultural exchange and diffusion impact the development of ancient civilizations?

Enduring Understandings:

Cultural diversity is a fundamental aspect of human societies.
Cultural exchange and diffusion have shaped the development of ancient civilizations.

Student Context Analysis



Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%



Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan: Exploring Cultural
Diversity

Introduction to the Lesson

This lesson plan is designed to introduce students to the rich cultural heritage of the Maya civilization and
compare it with another ethnic group, in this case, the African culture. By exploring the similarities and
differences in food, clothing, music, dance, games, and technology, students will gain a deeper
understanding of the diversity and complexity of human cultures.

Lesson Objectives

Lesson Objectives:

Analyze the similarities and differences in food, clothing, music, dance, games, and technology
between the Maya and African cultures
Evaluate the significance of cultural exchange and diffusion between the Maya and African cultures
Design a chart comparing the similarities and differences between the Maya and African cultures
Apply knowledge of cultural similarities and differences to real-world scenarios
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Introduction to the Maya Civilization

The Maya civilization was a complex and sophisticated culture that flourished in Mesoamerica from 2000
BCE to 1500 CE. The Maya were skilled architects, astronomers, and mathematicians, and their culture was
characterized by a rich tradition of art, literature, and spirituality.

Maya Culture

Traditional Clothing:

Tunics and loincloths made from cotton and agave fibers
Headdresses and masks made from feathers, jade, and other materials

Music and Dance:

Drums, flutes, and other instruments made from wood, bone, and stone
Ritual dances and ceremonies to honor the gods and goddesses
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Introduction to the African Culture

Africa is a vast and diverse continent, with over 50 countries and more than 2,000 languages spoken. The
African culture is characterized by a rich tradition of art, music, and literature, and is known for its vibrant
textiles, intricate carvings, and stunning architecture.

African Culture

Traditional Clothing:

Colorful textiles and patterns made from cotton, silk, and other materials
Adornments made from beads, shells, and other materials

Music and Dance:

Drums, xylophones, and other instruments made from wood, metal, and animal hide
Ritual dances and ceremonies to honor the ancestors and gods
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Comparative Research

Students will design a chart comparing the similarities and differences between the Maya and African
cultures. The chart should include the following categories: food, clothing, music, dance, games, and
technology.

Chart Design

Chart Categories:

Food: traditional dishes, ingredients, and cooking methods
Clothing: traditional attire, textiles, and adornments
Music and Dance: traditional instruments, dances, and ceremonies
Games: traditional games and sports
Technology: traditional tools, materials, and innovations
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Chart Design and Presentation

Students will present their charts, highlighting the similarities and differences between the Maya and
African cultures. The presentation should include the following elements: introduction, body, and
conclusion.

Presentation Guidelines

Presentation Elements:

Introduction: brief overview of the Maya and African cultures
Body: comparison of the similarities and differences between the Maya and African cultures
Conclusion: summary of the key findings and implications
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Conclusion and Reflection

The lesson plan has provided students with a comprehensive understanding of the Maya and African
cultures, highlighting the similarities and differences between the two civilizations. Students have designed
a chart comparing the two cultures and presented their findings in a clear and concise manner.

Reflection and Feedback

Reflection Questions:

What did you learn about the Maya and African cultures?
How did you design your chart to compare the similarities and differences between the two cultures?
What challenges did you face during the presentation, and how did you overcome them?
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Cultural Immersion

Students will participate in a cultural immersion activity, where they will explore and describe traditional
clothing, music, and food from the Maya and African cultures.

Activity Guidelines

Activity Elements:

Traditional clothing: students will try on traditional clothing from the Maya and African cultures
Music and dance: students will listen to traditional music and watch traditional dances from the Maya
and African cultures
Food: students will taste traditional food from the Maya and African cultures
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Research Skills

Students will practice research skills by finding credible sources, taking notes, and organizing information
on a specific topic related to the Maya and African cultures.

Research Guidelines

Research Elements:

Finding credible sources: students will use online resources and library books to find credible sources
on the topic
Taking notes: students will take notes on the key findings and ideas from the sources
Organizing information: students will organize the information into a clear and concise format
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Chart Design

Students will design a chart comparing the similarities and differences between the Maya and African
cultures, using a template provided by the teacher.

Chart Design Guidelines

Chart Elements:

Categories: students will include the following categories in the chart: food, clothing, music, dance,
games, and technology
Comparison: students will compare the similarities and differences between the Maya and African
cultures in each category
Conclusion: students will summarize the key findings and implications of the comparison
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Technology Integration

Students will use digital tools to create a chart comparing the similarities and differences between the
Maya and African cultures.

Technology Guidelines

Technology Elements:

Online graphing software: students will use online graphing software to create a chart comparing the
similarities and differences between the Maya and African cultures
Research databases: students will use research databases to find credible sources on the topic
Multimedia presentation platforms: students will use multimedia presentation platforms to present
their findings
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Reflection and Feedback

Students will reflect on their learning and identify areas for improvement. The teacher will provide feedback
and guidance for future improvement.

Reflection Guidelines

Reflection Elements:

What did you learn about the Maya and African cultures?
How did you design your chart to compare the similarities and differences between the two cultures?
What challenges did you face during the presentation, and how did you overcome them?
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Appendix A: Vocabulary List

The following vocabulary list includes key terms related to the Maya and African cultures:

Cultural diffusion
Ethnic group
Traditional clothing
Musicology
Dance anthropology
Game theory
Technology transfer
Cultural awareness
Cultural sensitivity

Appendix B: Resources

The following resources are recommended for teaching the lesson:

Online encyclopedias
Cultural databases
Chart paper
Markers
Computers
Tablets

Appendix C: Differentiation Strategies

The following differentiation strategies can be used to cater to diverse learning needs:

Learning centers
Technology integration
Visual aids
Peer support
Scaffolding

Appendix D: Cross-Curricular Links

The following cross-curricular links can be made to other subjects:

Geography: students can analyze the geographical characteristics of the Maya and African cultures
History: students can evaluate the historical significance of cultural exchange and diffusion between
the Maya and African cultures
Mathematics: students can use mathematical concepts to analyze data related to the Maya and
African cultures



Language Arts: students can use language arts skills to write about the Maya and African cultures

Appendix E: Assessment Rubric

The following assessment rubric can be used to evaluate student learning:

Content: students will be assessed on their understanding of the Maya and African cultures
Organization: students will be assessed on their ability to organize information in a clear and concise
manner
Creativity: students will be assessed on their ability to think creatively and make connections between
the Maya and African cultures
Writing Quality: students will be assessed on their writing quality, including grammar, spelling, and
punctuation


