
Writing Dialogue and Scenes that Reveal Character Traits with
Scaffolding Strategies for Diverse Learners

Introduction

Welcome to this comprehensive lesson plan on writing dialogue and scenes that reveal character traits,
designed specifically for 13-year-old students. This lesson plan incorporates scaffolding strategies to support
diverse learners, including English Language Learners (ELL) and English as a Second Language (ESL)
students.

By the end of this lesson, students will be able to analyze how dialogue and scenes can be used to convey
character traits and apply this understanding to their own writing.

Lesson Objectives

Analyze how dialogue and scenes are used to reveal character traits in a given literary text

Create their own dialogue and scene that effectively reveals a character trait

Evaluate the effectiveness of dialogue and scenes in revealing character traits

Apply their understanding of dialogue and scenes to reveal character traits in their own creative writing
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Materials

Whiteboard and markers

Graphic organizer

Writing prompts

Literary texts (e.g., short stories, novels)

Digital tools (e.g., writing software, online graphic organizers)

ELL/ESL support materials (e.g., visual aids, sentence frames, word bank)

Lesson Plan

Section 1: Introduction and Hook (10 minutes)

Introduce the topic of writing dialogue and scenes that reveal character traits.

Provide a hook to capture students' attention, such as a reading from a literary text that exemplifies well-
crafted dialogue and scenes.

Ask students to share their thoughts and ideas about the reading, using a think-pair-share activity to promote
collaboration and communication.
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Direct Instruction

Section 2: Direct Instruction (15 minutes)

Provide direct instruction on the techniques and strategies used to craft effective dialogue and scenes, with a
focus on revealing character traits.

Use a presentation, handout, and graphic organizer to help students organize their thoughts and ideas.

Provide scaffolding strategies for ELL/ESL students, including visual aids, sentence frames, and a word
bank.

Guided Practice

Section 3: Guided Practice (15 minutes)

Have students participate in a guided practice activity, where they work in pairs or small groups to analyze a
sample text and identify how the author uses dialogue and scenes to reveal character traits.

Circulate around the room to provide feedback and support as needed, encouraging students to use the
graphic organizer and sentence frames to guide their analysis.



Writing Dialogue and Scenes that Reveal Character Traits with
Scaffolding Strategies for Diverse Learners

Independent Practice

Section 4: Independent Practice (20 minutes)

Have students complete an independent writing activity, where they write their own dialogue and scene that
reveals a character trait.

Provide a writing prompt, rubric, and scaffolding strategies, including a word bank and sentence frames, to
support ELL/ESL students.

Encourage students to use the graphic organizer to plan and organize their writing.

Sharing and Feedback

Section 5: Sharing and Feedback (15 minutes)

Have students share their writing with a partner or in a small group, receiving feedback and suggestions for
improvement.

Provide feedback, using the rubric to assess students' understanding of the topic.

Encourage students to reflect on their learning and identify areas for improvement.
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Conclusion

Summarize the key concepts and review the learning objectives.

Assess students' understanding of the topic, using a quiz or writing sample.

Provide feedback and suggestions for future lessons.

Assessment

Formative assessments, such as quizzes and writing samples, will be used to monitor student progress and
understanding throughout the lesson.

Summative assessments, such as a final writing project, will be used to evaluate students' mastery of the
learning objectives.
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ELL/ESL Support Strategies

Provide visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to help ELL/ESL students understand complex concepts
and vocabulary.

Offer sentence frames and word banks to support ELL/ESL students' writing and language development.

Use graphic organizers to help ELL/ESL students organize their thoughts and ideas.

Provide additional support and scaffolding, such as one-on-one instruction or small group instruction, as
needed.

Extension Activities

Have students create a character sketch, including a dialogue and scene that reveals the character's traits.

Ask students to write a short story that incorporates effective dialogue and scenes to reveal character traits.

Encourage students to create a visual project, such as a comic strip or graphic novel, that showcases their
understanding of dialogue and scenes.
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Interactive Fun Activities

Character Trait Charades: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a character trait. Have
them act out the trait without speaking, and then ask the class to guess the trait.

Dialogue Rewrite: Provide students with a sample dialogue and ask them to rewrite it to reveal a specific
character trait.

Scene Mapping: Have students create a scene map, using descriptive language and sensory details to bring
the scene to life.

Technology Integration

Use digital tools, such as writing software and online graphic organizers, to support student writing and
organization.

Create a virtual classroom or online discussion forum to facilitate student collaboration and feedback.

Use multimedia resources, such as videos and podcasts, to provide additional support and instruction for
ELL/ESL students.



Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their understanding of writing dialogue and scenes that reveal character traits, it is
essential to introduce advanced concepts to further develop their skills. One such concept is the use of subtext,
which refers to the underlying emotions or motivations that are not explicitly stated in the dialogue or scene. By
incorporating subtext, students can add depth and complexity to their writing, making it more engaging and
believable for the reader.

Example

For instance, in a scene where two characters are discussing a mundane topic, the subtext could be a
underlying tension or conflict between them. The dialogue might appear straightforward, but the subtext would
reveal a more nuanced and interesting dynamic between the characters.

Teaching Strategies

To effectively teach students about writing dialogue and scenes that reveal character traits, it is crucial to employ
a range of teaching strategies. One approach is to use modeling, where the teacher provides examples of well-
crafted dialogue and scenes, and then guides students in analyzing and imitating these examples. Another
strategy is to provide opportunities for students to engage in peer review and feedback, allowing them to learn
from one another and refine their skills.

Case Study

A case study on teaching dialogue and scene writing could involve a classroom where students are given a
prompt to write a scene that reveals a character trait. The teacher could then provide feedback and guidance,
using a rubric to assess student understanding and provide suggestions for improvement.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessing and evaluating student understanding of writing dialogue and scenes that reveal character traits is
critical to ensuring that students are meeting the learning objectives. This can be achieved through a range of
assessment strategies, including formative assessments, such as quizzes and writing samples, and summative
assessments, such as a final writing project. By using a combination of these strategies, teachers can gain a
comprehensive understanding of student learning and adjust their instruction accordingly.

Assessment Strategies

Formative assessments: quizzes, writing samples, class discussions

Summative assessments: final writing project, portfolio review

Self-assessment and peer review: student reflection, peer feedback

Technology Integration

Technology can be a powerful tool in teaching students about writing dialogue and scenes that reveal character
traits. Digital tools, such as writing software and online graphic organizers, can provide students with a range of
resources and supports to enhance their writing. Additionally, online platforms and discussion forums can
facilitate student collaboration and feedback, allowing students to learn from one another and refine their skills.

Example

For example, a teacher could use an online writing platform to provide students with a prompt and allow them to
write and share their scenes with one another. The teacher could then provide feedback and guidance, using the
platform's commenting and revision tools to support student learning.

Supporting Diverse Learners



Supporting diverse learners is essential in teaching students about writing dialogue and scenes that reveal
character traits. This can involve providing scaffolding strategies, such as visual aids and sentence frames, to
support English language learners and students with learning difficulties. Additionally, teachers can use
universal design for learning (UDL) principles to design instruction that is accessible and engaging for all
students.

Case Study

A case study on supporting diverse learners could involve a classroom where the teacher uses a range of
scaffolding strategies to support English language learners. The teacher could provide visual aids, such as
diagrams and charts, to help students understand complex concepts and vocabulary, and use sentence frames
to support student writing.

Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching students about writing dialogue and scenes that reveal character traits is a critical aspect
of English language arts instruction. By using a range of teaching strategies, including modeling, peer review,
and technology integration, teachers can help students develop the skills they need to craft effective dialogue
and scenes. Additionally, by providing scaffolding strategies and supporting diverse learners, teachers can
ensure that all students have the opportunity to succeed.

Key Takeaways

Teaching dialogue and scene writing is critical to English language arts instruction

Modeling, peer review, and technology integration are effective teaching strategies

Scaffolding strategies and supporting diverse learners are essential for student success
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ELL/ESL Support Strategies

Provide visual aids, such as diagrams and charts, to help ELL/ESL students understand complex concepts
and vocabulary.

Offer sentence frames and word banks to support ELL/ESL students' writing and language development.

Use graphic organizers to help ELL/ESL students organize their thoughts and ideas.

Provide additional support and scaffolding, such as one-on-one instruction or small group instruction, as
needed.

Extension Activities

Have students create a character sketch, including a dialogue and scene that reveals the character's traits.

Ask students to write a short story that incorporates effective dialogue and scenes to reveal character traits.

Encourage students to create a visual project, such as a comic strip or graphic novel, that showcases their
understanding of dialogue and scenes.



Writing Dialogue and Scenes that Reveal Character Traits with
Scaffolding Strategies for Diverse Learners

Interactive Fun Activities

Character Trait Charades: Divide students into small groups and assign each group a character trait. Have
them act out the trait without speaking, and then ask the class to guess the trait.

Dialogue Rewrite: Provide students with a sample dialogue and ask them to rewrite it to reveal a specific
character trait.

Scene Mapping: Have students create a scene map, using descriptive language and sensory details to bring
the scene to life.

Technology Integration

Use digital tools, such as writing software and online graphic organizers, to support student writing and
organization.

Create a virtual classroom or online discussion forum to facilitate student collaboration and feedback.

Use multimedia resources, such as videos and podcasts, to provide additional support and instruction for
ELL/ESL students.


