English Explorers: A Gamification System for 3rd
Grade ESL Students

Introduction

The English Explorers gamification system is designed for 3rd grade ESL students to
learn the Present Continuous tense in a fun and interactive way. This system is tailored
for a one-on-one learning environment using Zoom lessons. The goal is to motivate and
encourage students to achieve their key learning objectives while having fun.

The Present Continuous tense is an essential grammar concept for ESL students, as it
helps them describe actions that are happening at the moment of speaking. By
mastering this tense, students can improve their communication skills and express
themselves more effectively in English.



Theme and Narrative

The student takes on the role of a young adventurer, exploring a mysterious island
where English is the primary language spoken. The island is filled with hidden treasures,
and the student must learn and practice the Present Continuous tense to overcome
obstacles and reach the treasures.

The theme and narrative of the game are designed to be engaging and immersive, with
a focus on encouraging students to use the Present Continuous tense in context. The

island setting provides a rich backdrop for students to practice their language skills, with
various scenarios and challenges that require the use of the Present Continuous tense.

Example Scenario

The student is walking through the forest and comes across a river. They need to
use the Present Continuous tense to describe what they are doing, such as "l am
walking through the forest" or "I am crossing the river."



Point System and Rewards

The system includes a point system with Language Points (LP), Adventure Points (AP),
and Treasure Points (TP). Students can earn rewards such as virtual badges, treasure
chests, and special powers.

The point system is designed to motivate students to practice the Present Continuous
tense and reinforce their learning. The rewards provide a sense of accomplishment and
encourage students to continue practicing and improving their language sKills.

Point System Breakdown

e Language Points (LP): awarded for correct use of the Present Continuous

tense
o Adventure Points (AP): awarded for completing challenges and overcoming

obstacles
e Treasure Points (TP): awarded for collecting treasures and reaching

milestones



Lesson Plan (60 minutes)

The lesson plan is designed to be flexible and adaptable to the student's needs and
learning style. The 60-minute lesson is divided into several sections, each focusing on a
specific aspect of the Present Continuous tense.

1.

2.

Introduction (5 minutes): introduce the theme and narrative, explain the point
system and rewards

Present Continuous Tense (15 minutes): explain the grammar rules, provide
examples and exercises

. Reading Comprehension (15 minutes): read a text about a character using the

Present Continuous tense, ask comprehension questions

. Video Watching (10 minutes): watch a video about a character using the Present

Continuous tense, ask questions about the video

. Practice Exercises (10 minutes): complete exercises to practice the Present

Continuous tense, use online platforms or printable materials

. Conclusion (5 minutes): review the key points, provide feedback and

encouragement



Exercises for Practice

The following exercises are designed to help students practice the Present Continuous
tense in a fun and interactive way.

1. Fill in the blanks: complete sentences using the Present Continuous tense

2. Multiple choice: choose the correct form of the Present Continuous tense

3. Short writing: write a short paragraph using the Present Continuous tense

4. Conversation practice: engage in a conversation with the teacher using the
Present Continuous tense

Example Exercise

Complete the sentence: "I (walk) through the forest right now."



Text to Read

The following text is designed to help students practice their reading comprehension
skills while using the Present Continuous tense.

"The Adventure Begins"
As | am walking through the forest, | see a beautiful bird flying overhead. My friend is

running towards me, and we are laughing together. The sun is shining, and we are
feeling happy.



Video to Watch

The following video is designed to help students practice their listening and
comprehension skills while using the Present Continuous tense.

Watch a video about a character who is learning the Present Continuous tense. The
character is practicing the tense by describing what they are doing at the moment.

Example Video

The character in the video is saying: "I am studying English right now. | am
practicing the Present Continuous tense."



Tasks Based on the Video

The following tasks are designed to help students practice their comprehension and
critical thinking skills while using the Present Continuous tense.

1. What is the character doing in the video?
2. What is the character's favorite activity?
3. What is the character looking forward to doing?



Assessment and Reflection

The following assessment and reflection activities are designed to help students
evaluate their progress and identify areas for improvement.

1. Formative assessment: monitor student progress and provide feedback
2. Summative assessment: evaluate student mastery of the Present Continuous

tense
3. Reflection prompts: encourage students to reflect on their progress and identify

areas for improvement



Customization Options

The following customization options are designed to help teachers tailor the lesson to
their students' needs and learning styles.

1. Student choice: allow students to customize their avatar and game mode
2. Teacher modification: enable teachers to modify levels and create new
challenges



Digital Integration

The following digital integration options are designed to help teachers incorporate
technology into the lesson.

1. Zoom: use Zoom for virtual lessons and real-time feedback
2. Online platforms: leverage online platforms for supplemental practice

3. Low-tech alternatives: provide printable materials and board games for offline
practice



Advanced Concepts
As students progress through the English Explorers gamification system, they will encounter more advanced concepts

that build upon the foundation of the Present Continuous tense. These concepts include the use of auxiliary verbs, modal
verbs, and sentence structures that require the use of the Present Continuous tense.

One of the key advanced concepts is the use of auxiliary verbs, such as "is" and "are", to form the Present Continuous
tense. Students will learn how to use these verbs in combination with the main verb to create sentences that describe
actions that are happening at the moment of speaking.

Example Sentence

"I am studying English right now, and my friend is helping me."

Case Study: Using Auxiliary Verbs

A student is having trouble using auxiliary verbs correctly in the Present Continuous tense. The teacher provides
additional practice exercises and feedback, and the student is able to master the concept.



Modal Verbs and the Present Continuous Tense

Modal verbs, such as "can", "could", "may", "might", "shall", and "should", are used to express ability, permission,
possibility, and obligation. When used with the Present Continuous tense, modal verbs can add a range of nuances to
sentences, including expressing ability, permission, and possibility.

For example, the sentence "I can speak English fluently" uses the modal verb "can" to express ability, while the sentence
"I might be studying English right now" uses the modal verb "might" to express possibility.

Modal Verbs and the Present Continuous Tense

Can: ability
Could: possibility
May: permission
Might: possibility
Shall: obligation
Should: advice



Sentence Structures and the Present Continuous Tense

The Present Continuous tense can be used in a variety of sentence structures, including simple sentences, compound
sentences, and complex sentences. Students will learn how to use the Present Continuous tense in these different sentence
structures to create more complex and nuanced sentences.

For example, the sentence "I am studying English, and my friend is helping me" is a compound sentence that uses the
Present Continuous tense to describe two actions that are happening at the same time.

Example Sentence

"I am studying English, but my friend is not studying with me."



Error Analysis and Correction

As students practice using the Present Continuous tense, they will inevitably make errors. The teacher will provide
feedback and correction, and students will learn how to analyze and correct their own errors.

Error analysis and correction are essential skills for language learners, as they help students to identify and fix mistakes,
and to develop a more accurate and fluent use of the language.

Case Study: Error Analysis and Correction

A student is having trouble using the Present Continuous tense correctly, and is making errors such as "I am go to the
store" instead of "I am going to the store". The teacher provides feedback and correction, and the student is able to
identify and fix the error.



Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment and evaluation are essential components of the English Explorers gamification system. The teacher will use a
variety of assessment tools, including quizzes, tests, and project-based assessments, to evaluate student progress and
mastery of the Present Continuous tense.

The assessment and evaluation process will be ongoing, with regular feedback and progress reports provided to students
and parents. This will help to identify areas where students need additional support, and to provide targeted instruction
and practice.

Assessment and Evaluation Tools

¢ Quizzes

o Tests

¢ Project-based assessments

¢ Feedback and progress reports



Conclusion and Future Directions

The English Explorers gamification system is a comprehensive and engaging way to teach the Present Continuous tense
to ESL students. By using a combination of game design elements, interactive activities, and real-world scenarios,
students will be motivated to learn and practice the Present Continuous tense in a fun and effective way.

Future directions for the English Explorers gamification system include the development of additional levels and
challenges, as well as the integration of new technologies and platforms. The system will continue to evolve and
improve, providing a dynamic and engaging learning experience for ESL students.

Example of Future Development

The development of a virtual reality platform that allows students to practice the Present Continuous tense in a
fully immersive environment.



Appendix: Additional Resources

The following additional resources are available to support the English Explorers gamification system:

e Teacher's guide

e Student workbook
¢ Online platform

e Mobile app

Additional Resources

These resources provide additional support and practice for students, and can be used to supplement the English
Explorers gamification system.



Glossary

The following glossary provides definitions for key terms used in the English Explorers gamification system:

e Present Continuous tense: a verb tense used to describe actions that are happening at the moment of speaking
e Auxiliary verb: a verb used to help form the Present Continuous tense
e Modal verb: a verb used to express ability, permission, possibility, and obligation

Example of Glossary Term

The term "Present Continuous tense" refers to a verb tense used to describe actions that are happening at the
moment of speaking, such as "I am studying English".
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Conclusion

In conclusion, the English Explorers gamification system is a fun and interactive way for
3rd grade ESL students to learn the Present Continuous tense. The system is designed
to be flexible and adaptable to the student's needs and learning style, and provides a
range of exercises and activities to practice the tense.

By using the English Explorers gamification system, teachers can help their students
develop a strong foundation in the Present Continuous tense and improve their overall
English language skills.



