
Creating Character Profiles and Backstories with Visual
Aids for English Language Learners

Introduction to Character Profiles

A character profile is a detailed description of a character's physical appearance, personality traits,
background, and motivations. It is an essential tool for writers to create well-rounded and believable
characters.

To create a character profile, you will need to consider the following elements:

Physical description: What does your character look like? What are their facial features, body type,
and style?
Personality traits: What are your character's strengths and weaknesses? What are their values and
beliefs?
Background: What is your character's history? What experiences have shaped them into the person
they are today?
Motivations: What drives your character? What are their goals and desires?

Creating a Character Profile

Use the following graphic organizer to create a character profile:

Category Description

Physical Description

Personality Traits

Background

Motivations
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Understanding Backstories

A backstory is a character's history and experiences that shape their personality and motivations. It is an
essential tool for writers to create well-rounded and believable characters.

To create a backstory, you will need to consider the following elements:

Childhood: What was your character's childhood like? What experiences did they have that shaped
them into the person they are today?
Significant events: What significant events have occurred in your character's life? How have these
events shaped their personality and motivations?
Relationships: What relationships has your character had? How have these relationships shaped
their personality and motivations?

Creating a Backstory

Use the following writing prompts to create a backstory for your character:

1. What is your character's childhood like?
2. What significant events have shaped your character's personality and motivations?
3. How has your character's background influenced their relationships with others?
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Using Visual Aids

Visual aids such as diagrams, charts, and pictures can be effective tools in creating and organizing character
profiles and backstories.

To use visual aids, you will need to consider the following elements:

Diagrams: What diagrams can you use to illustrate your character's physical appearance and
background?
Charts: What charts can you use to organize your character's personality traits and motivations?
Pictures: What pictures can you use to illustrate your character's backstory and relationships?

Collaborative Learning

Work with a partner to create a character profile and backstory. Use the following questions to guide your
discussion:

1. What are the key elements of a character profile?
2. How can a backstory be used to inform a character's traits and behaviors?
3. What visual aids can be used to create a character profile and backstory?
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Writing a Character Sketch

Use your character profile and backstory to write a descriptive paragraph about your character. Include details
about your character's physical appearance, personality traits, background, and motivations.

Creating a Character Dialogue

Use your character profile and backstory to write a conversation between your character and another
character. Include details about your character's personality traits, background, and motivations.
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Analyzing Character Development

Read a short story or novel and analyze the character profiles and backstories of the main characters. Use
the following questions to guide your analysis:

1. What are the key elements of the character's profile?
2. How does the character's backstory inform their traits and behaviors?
3. What visual aids can be used to create a character profile and backstory?

Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this interactive worksheet on creating character profiles and backstories with
visual aids! You have developed your creative writing skills, improved your reading comprehension, and
enhanced your understanding of literary texts.
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ELL/ESL Support Strategies

Throughout this worksheet, the following ELL/ESL support strategies have been incorporated:

Visual aids such as diagrams, charts, and pictures to support understanding and engagement
Graphic organizers to structure thoughts and ideas
Collaborative learning activities to promote discussion and feedback
Writing prompts and exercises to practice language skills
Opportunities for students to use visual aids to communicate their ideas and thoughts

Copyright 2023 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Advanced Character Development Techniques

As you continue to develop your character profiles and backstories, it's essential to consider advanced techniques to add depth and
complexity to your characters. One such technique is the use of contradictions. Contradictions can make your characters more
believable and relatable, as they reflect the complexities of real-life individuals.

Example: Using Contradictions

For instance, a character who is a skilled warrior but also has a deep love for poetry and music can create an interesting
contradiction. This contrast between their tough exterior and artistic side can make them more nuanced and intriguing.

Activity: Creating Contradictions

Think about your character's personality traits, background, and motivations. Now, introduce a contradiction that challenges one of
these aspects. How does this contradiction affect your character's behavior and relationships?

Using Dialogue to Reveal Character

Dialogue is a powerful tool for revealing character traits, background, and motivations. By carefully crafting the words and tone of
your characters' conversations, you can convey a wealth of information about who they are and what drives them.

Case Study: Dialogue in Literature

Consider the dialogue in a novel like Jane Austen's Pride and Prejudice. The conversations between Elizabeth Bennet and Mr. Darcy
reveal their initial dislike and gradual understanding of each other, showcasing their personalities and social backgrounds.

Group Activity: Writing Dialogue

In groups, write a short dialogue between two characters that reveals their relationship, background, and motivations. Pay attention
to the tone, language, and content of the conversation.

The Role of Setting in Character Development

The setting of your story can significantly influence your characters' development. The environment, culture, and historical context
can shape their experiences, beliefs, and behaviors, making them more authentic and engaging.

Example: Setting's Impact on Character

For example, a character growing up in a futuristic, high-tech city might have a vastly different worldview and set of skills compared
to someone from a rural, traditional community. The setting can inform their values, aspirations, and interactions with others.

Reflection: Setting and Character

Reflect on how the setting of your story affects your characters. How does the environment shape their personalities, relationships,
and motivations? What opportunities or challenges does the setting present for character development?

Copyright 2023 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Character Development Across Genres

Character development is crucial across all genres of writing, from romance to science fiction. Understanding the specific demands
and conventions of your genre can help you craft characters that resonate with your audience and drive the plot forward.

Case Study: Character Development in Different Genres

Consider how character development differs in genres like fantasy, where world-building and magical systems can influence
character traits, versus realistic fiction, where characters' experiences and emotions are often more grounded in everyday life.

Activity: Genre-Specific Character Development

Choose a genre and think about how you would develop a character within its constraints and opportunities. What genre-specific
elements would you incorporate into your character's profile and backstory?

Overcoming Challenges in Character Development

Developing well-rounded, believable characters can be challenging, especially when dealing with complex personalities, conflicting
motivations, or diverse backgrounds. It's essential to approach these challenges with strategies that foster creativity and depth.

Example: Dealing with Character Complexity

One strategy is to create character journals or diaries, where you explore their thoughts, feelings, and experiences in detail. This can
help you understand their complexities and contradictions better.

Group Discussion: Challenges in Character Development

Discuss the challenges you face in developing characters. Share strategies you've found helpful and learn from others' experiences.
How can you support each other in creating more nuanced and engaging characters?

Conclusion and Future Directions

Character development is a rich and multifaceted aspect of writing, offering countless opportunities for creativity and growth. By
mastering the techniques and strategies outlined in this guide, you can craft characters that captivate your audience and bring your
stories to life.

Reflection: Your Character Development Journey

Reflect on what you've learned about character development. How has your understanding and approach to creating characters
evolved? What future projects or stories do you envision, and how will you apply these skills to bring your characters to life?
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Final Project: Character Profile and Story

Using all the techniques and strategies learned, create a comprehensive character profile and a short story featuring your character.
Share your work with peers and receive feedback to further refine your character development skills.

Creating Character Profiles and Backstories with Visual
Aids for English Language Learners

Introduction to Character Profiles

A character profile is a detailed description of a character's physical appearance, personality traits,
background, and motivations. It is an essential tool for writers to create well-rounded and believable
characters.

To create a character profile, you will need to consider the following elements:

Physical description: What does your character look like? What are their facial features, body type,
and style?
Personality traits: What are your character's strengths and weaknesses? What are their values and
beliefs?
Background: What is your character's history? What experiences have shaped them into the person
they are today?
Motivations: What drives your character? What are their goals and desires?

Creating a Character Profile

Use the following graphic organizer to create a character profile:

Category Description

Physical Description

Personality Traits

Background
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Motivations
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Understanding Backstories

A backstory is a character's history and experiences that shape their personality and motivations. It is an
essential tool for writers to create well-rounded and believable characters.

To create a backstory, you will need to consider the following elements:

Childhood: What was your character's childhood like? What experiences did they have that shaped
them into the person they are today?
Significant events: What significant events have occurred in your character's life? How have these
events shaped their personality and motivations?
Relationships: What relationships has your character had? How have these relationships shaped
their personality and motivations?

Creating a Backstory

Use the following writing prompts to create a backstory for your character:

1. What is your character's childhood like?
2. What significant events have shaped your character's personality and motivations?
3. How has your character's background influenced their relationships with others?
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Using Visual Aids

Visual aids such as diagrams, charts, and pictures can be effective tools in creating and organizing character
profiles and backstories.

To use visual aids, you will need to consider the following elements:

Diagrams: What diagrams can you use to illustrate your character's physical appearance and
background?
Charts: What charts can you use to organize your character's personality traits and motivations?
Pictures: What pictures can you use to illustrate your character's backstory and relationships?

Collaborative Learning

Work with a partner to create a character profile and backstory. Use the following questions to guide your
discussion:

1. What are the key elements of a character profile?
2. How can a backstory be used to inform a character's traits and behaviors?
3. What visual aids can be used to create a character profile and backstory?
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Writing a Character Sketch

Use your character profile and backstory to write a descriptive paragraph about your character. Include details
about your character's physical appearance, personality traits, background, and motivations.

Creating a Character Dialogue

Use your character profile and backstory to write a conversation between your character and another
character. Include details about your character's personality traits, background, and motivations.
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Analyzing Character Development

Read a short story or novel and analyze the character profiles and backstories of the main characters. Use
the following questions to guide your analysis:

1. What are the key elements of the character's profile?
2. How does the character's backstory inform their traits and behaviors?
3. What visual aids can be used to create a character profile and backstory?

Conclusion

Congratulations on completing this interactive worksheet on creating character profiles and backstories with
visual aids! You have developed your creative writing skills, improved your reading comprehension, and
enhanced your understanding of literary texts.
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ELL/ESL Support Strategies

Throughout this worksheet, the following ELL/ESL support strategies have been incorporated:

Visual aids such as diagrams, charts, and pictures to support understanding and engagement
Graphic organizers to structure thoughts and ideas
Collaborative learning activities to promote discussion and feedback
Writing prompts and exercises to practice language skills
Opportunities for students to use visual aids to communicate their ideas and thoughts
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