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Introduction to Ancient Sumer

Welcome to the world of Ancient Sumer! Located in Mesopotamia, between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers,
Ancient Sumer was a civilization that thrived over 4,000 years ago. In this worksheet, we will explore the
geographic location of Ancient Sumer, its cultural achievements, and its significance in world history.

Ancient Sumer was a complex and sophisticated civilization that made significant contributions to the
development of human society. From the invention of writing to the creation of sophisticated irrigation
systems, the Sumerians were a people of great ingenuity and creativity. In this introduction, we will explore
the geographic location of Ancient Sumer and its significance in world history.

Map Skills: Locating Ancient Sumer

Use the map provided to identify the location of Ancient Sumer. Label the Tigris and Euphrates rivers, as well
as the surrounding mountains and deserts. What are the geographic features that supported the growth of
Ancient Sumer?
Map Activity:
Label the following features on the map:

Tigris River

Euphrates River

L]
[ ]
e Surrounding mountains
e Deserts

[Map Space]
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Sumerian Achievements

Read about the cultural achievements of Ancient Sumer, including the invention of writing, governance, and
architecture. Create a list of the top 5 achievements of Ancient Sumer. How did these achievements impact
modern society?

The Sumerians made significant contributions to the development of human society, including the
invention of writing, the creation of sophisticated governance systems, and the development of impressive
architectural achievements. These achievements had a lasting impact on modern society, shaping the
course of human history in profound ways.

Top 5 Achievements:
List the top 5 achievements of Ancient Sumer and explain their significance:

1. Invention of writing
2. Governance systems
3. Architecture

4. Irrigation systems

5. Trade and commerce

[Space for notes]

Geographic Features

Use the map provided to identify the geographic features of Ancient Sumer. Describe the climate and natural

resources of the region. How did the geographic features of Ancient Sumer impact the daily life of its
inhabitants? Copyright 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.

The geographic features of Ancient Sumer played a significant role in shaping the daily life of its
inhabitants. The region's climate, natural resources, and geographic location all contributed to the growth
and development of the civilization.

Geographic Features:

Describe the climate and natural resources of Ancient Sumer:



e Climate:
¢ Natural resources:

[Space for notes]
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Trade and Commerce

Read about the trade and commerce of Ancient Sumer. Create a diagram of the trade routes and goods that
were exchanged. How did trade and commerce impact the economy of Ancient Sumer?

Trade and commerce played a significant role in the economy of Ancient Sumer, with the civilization
engaging in extensive trade networks with neighboring regions. The Sumerians traded goods such as
grains, livestock, and textiles, and their trade networks stretched from the Mediterranean to the Indus
Valley.

Trade and Commerce:

Create a diagram of the trade routes and goods that were exchanged:

[Space for diagram]

Daily Life in Ancient Sumer

Read about the daily life of Ancient Sumerians. Create a diary entry from the perspective of a Sumerian
citizen. What were some of the challenges and opportunities faced by Ancient Sumerians?

Daily life in Ancient Sumer was marked by a mix of challenges and opportunities. Sumerian citizens faced
challenges such as drought, famine, and war, but they also enjoyed opportunities such as trade, cultural
exchange, and social mobility.
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Diary Entry:

Write a diary entry from the perspective of a Sumerian citizen:

[Space for diary entry]
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Sumerian Governance

Read about the governance systems of Ancient Sumer. Create a diagram of the different levels of government
and their responsibilities. How did the governance systems of Ancient Sumer impact the daily life of its
citizens?

The governance systems of Ancient Sumer were complex and sophisticated, with multiple levels of
government and a system of checks and balances. The Sumerians developed a system of city-states, each
with its own government and leaders, and a system of councils and assemblies to make decisions.

Governance Systems:

Create a diagram of the different levels of government and their responsibilities:

[Space for diagram]

Sumerian Architecture

Read about the architectural achievements of Ancient Sumer. Create a model of a Sumerian temple or
ziggurat. What were some of the key features of Sumerian architecture?

The Sumerians were skilled architects who developed a unique style of building that reflected their cultural
and religious values. Sumerian architecture was characterized by the use of mud bricks, arches, and
domes, and featured intricate carvings and sculptures.
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Architectural Model:

Create a model of a Sumerian temple or ziggurat:

[Space for model]
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Sumerian Art and Literature

Read about the art and literature of Ancient Sumer. Create a piece of Sumerian-inspired art or write a short
story in the style of Sumerian literature. What were some of the key themes and motifs in Sumerian art and
literature?

The Sumerians were skilled artists and writers who developed a unique style of art and literature that
reflected their cultural and religious values. Sumerian art featured intricate carvings and sculptures, while
Sumerian literature included epic poems and stories that explored themes of love, war, and the human
condition.

Art and Literature:

Create a piece of Sumerian-inspired art or write a short story in the style of Sumerian literature:

[Space for art or story]

Sumerian Legacy

Read about the legacy of Ancient Sumer. Create a timeline of the major events and achievements of Ancient
Sumer. How did the legacy of Ancient Sumer impact the development of subsequent civilizations?

The legacy of Ancient Sumer was profound and far-reaching, with the civilization making significant
contributions to the development of writing, governance, architecture, and art. The Sumerians also
developed a system of mathematics and astronomy that was used for centuries, and their cultural and
religious values influenced the development of subsequent civilizations.
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Timeline:

Create a timeline of the major events and achievements of Ancient Sumer:

[Space for timeline]
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Comparing Ancient Civilizations

Compare and contrast Ancient Sumer with other ancient civilizations, such as Ancient Egypt or Ancient
Greece. Create a Venn diagram or chart to illustrate the similarities and differences between the civilizations.
What were some of the key similarities and differences between Ancient Sumer and other ancient
civilizations?

Ancient Sumer was one of several ancient civilizations that developed in the region, and it shared many
similarities with other civilizations, such as Ancient Egypt and Ancient Greece. However, Ancient Sumer
also had many unique features that set it apart from other civilizations, such as its system of governance
and its cultural and religious values.

Comparison Chart:

Create a Venn diagram or chart to illustrate the similarities and differences between Ancient Sumer
and other ancient civilizations:

[Space for chart]

Reflection and Review

Reflect on what you have learned about Ancient Sumer. Create a concept map or diagram to illustrate the key
concepts and ideas. What were some of the most important things you learned about Ancient Sumer?

In this unit, we have explored the history and culture of Ancient Sumer, including its governance,
architecture, art, and literature. We have also compared and contrasted Ancient Sumer with other ancient

civilizations, and reflected on the significance of Ancient Sumer in world history.
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Concept Map:

Create a concept map or diagram to illustrate the key concepts and ideas:

[Space for concept map]




Copyright 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



Assessment and Evaluation

Complete a quiz or test to assess your understanding of Ancient Sumer. Create a self-assessment rubric to
evaluate your own learning. What did you learn about Ancient Sumer, and how can you apply it to your own
life?

In this assessment, you will demonstrate your understanding of Ancient Sumer and its significance in
world history. You will also reflect on your own learning and evaluate your progress throughout the unit.

Quiz or Test:

Complete a quiz or test to assess your understanding of Ancient Sumer:

[Space for quiz or test]

Extension and Enrichment

Research and create a project about a topic related to Ancient Sumer, such as its mythology or its
contributions to modern society. Create a presentation or display to share your findings with the class. What
did you learn about Ancient Sumer, and how can you share it with others?

In this extension activity, you will have the opportunity to delve deeper into a topic related to Ancient
Sumer and share your findings with the class. You will develop your research and presentation skills, and
demonstrate your understanding of Ancient Sumer and its significance in world history.
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Project:

Research and create a project about a topic related to Ancient Sumer:

[Space for project]
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Conclusion and Reflection

Reflect on what you have learned about Ancient Sumer and its significance in world history. Create a
reflective essay or journal entry to summarize your thoughts and feelings. What did you learn about Ancient
Sumer, and how can you apply it to your own life?

In this conclusion, you will reflect on what you have learned about Ancient Sumer and its significance in
world history. You will summarize your thoughts and feelings, and demonstrate your understanding of
Ancient Sumer and its relevance to modern society.

Reflective Essay:

Create a reflective essay or journal entry to summarize your thoughts and feelings:

[Space for essay or journal entry]

Final Project

Create a final project that demonstrates your understanding of Ancient Sumer and its significance in world
history. This can be a presentation, a display, or a written report. What did you learn about Ancient Sumer, and
how can you share it with others?

In this final project, you will demonstrate your understanding of Ancient Sumer and its significance in
world history. You will create a presentation, display, or written report that showcases your knowledge and
skills, and shares your findings with others.
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Final Project:

Create a final project that demonstrates your understanding of Ancient Sumer:

[Space for final project]
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L]
[ ]
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[Map Space]
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Sumerian Achievements

Read about the cultural achievements of Ancient Sumer, including the invention of writing, governance, and
architecture. Create a list of the top 5 achievements of Ancient Sumer. How did these achievements impact
modern society?

The Sumerians made significant contributions to the development of human society, including the
invention of writing, the creation of sophisticated governance systems, and the development of impressive
architectural achievements. These achievements had a lasting impact on modern society, shaping the
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Top 5 Achievements:
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1. Invention of writing
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3. Architecture
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[Space for notes]

Geographic Features

Use the map provided to identify the geographic features of Ancient Sumer. Describe the climate and natural

resources of the region. How did the geographic features of Ancient Sumer impact the daily life of its
inhabitants? Copyright 2024 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.

The geographic features of Ancient Sumer played a significant role in shaping the daily life of its
inhabitants. The region's climate, natural resources, and geographic location all contributed to the growth
and development of the civilization.

Geographic Features:

Describe the climate and natural resources of Ancient Sumer:



e Climate:
¢ Natural resources:

[Space for notes]
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Trade and Commerce

Read about the trade and commerce of Ancient Sumer. Create a diagram of the trade routes and goods that
were exchanged. How did trade and commerce impact the economy of Ancient Sumer?

Trade and commerce played a significant role in the economy of Ancient Sumer, with the civilization
engaging in extensive trade networks with neighboring regions. The Sumerians traded goods such as
grains, livestock, and textiles, and their trade networks stretched from the Mediterranean to the Indus
Valley.

Trade and Commerce:

Create a diagram of the trade routes and goods that were exchanged:

[Space for diagram]

Daily Life in Ancient Sumer

Read about the daily life of Ancient Sumerians. Create a diary entry from the perspective of a Sumerian
citizen. What were some of the challenges and opportunities faced by Ancient Sumerians?

Daily life in Ancient Sumer was marked by a mix of challenges and opportunities. Sumerian citizens faced
challenges such as drought, famine, and war, but they also enjoyed opportunities such as trade, cultural
exchange, and social mobility.
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Diary Entry:

Write a diary entry from the perspective of a Sumerian citizen:

[Space for diary entry]
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