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Introduction

Black History Month is a celebration of the achievements and contributions of African Americans
throughout history. It is essential for students to understand the significance of this month and
how it impacts our society today. The month of February is dedicated to recognizing the rich and
diverse history of African Americans, from their struggles to their triumphs. This homework
assignment is designed to support classroom learning objectives in Language Arts, focusing on
reading comprehension, critical thinking, and written responses.
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Assignment Overview

This homework assignment is designed to support classroom learning objectives in Language Arts, focusing on reading
comprehension, critical thinking, and written responses. Students will read a selected text about a historical figure from
Black History Month, analyze the main ideas and supporting details, and complete activities that promote independent
learning and critical thinking.

Learning Objectives:

Read and analyze a text about a historical figure from Black History Month

Identify main ideas and supporting details

Demonstrate understanding of vocabulary and concepts related to Black History Month
Develop critical thinking and written response skills



Student Instructions
To complete this assignment, please follow these steps:

1. Read the Text: Read the provided text about a historical figure from Black History Month carefully.
2. Analyze the Text: Identify the main ideas and supporting details in the text.

3. Complete the Activities: Complete the activities outlined in the Main Activities section.

4. Review and Reflect: Review your work and reflect on what you have learned.



Main Activities

Activity 1: Reading Comprehension Questions

1. Who is the historical figure featured in the text?
2. What were some of the significant contributions of this historical figure?
3. How did the historical figure's actions impact society?

Activity 2: Key Events and Figures

1. Identify and explain the significance of two key events or figures mentioned in the text.
2. Use evidence from the text to support your answers.



Activity 3: Vocabulary Builder

Define the following vocabulary words related to Black History Month:
e Segregation
+ Civil Rights
o Equality

Use the definitions to create sentences that demonstrate your understanding of the concepts.



Activity 4: Written Response

How does the historical figure's story relate to the broader context of Black History Month? What lessons can we learn
from their experiences and achievements?

Word Count: 150-200 words



Extension Activities

Research Project: Research and create a short presentation about a lesser-known figure from Black
History Month.

Creative Expression: Write a poem or create a visual project (e.g., poster, infographic) that reflects the
themes and ideas of Black History Month.



Success Criteria
To successfully complete this assignment, students should:

o Demonstrate an understanding of the main ideas and supporting details in the text

+ |dentify and explain the significance of key events and figures in Black History Month
* Define and use vocabulary related to Black History Month correctly

e Provide a well-written and thoughtful response to the essay prompt



Parent/Guardian Notes
To support your child's learning, please:

» Encourage your child to read the text carefully and ask questions if needed

¢ Help your child manage their time effectively to complete the activities within the estimated 30-40
minutes

e Review your child's work and provide feedback on their understanding of the material

» Discuss with your child the significance of Black History Month and its relevance to their lives



Time Management Guidelines

To complete this assignment, students should allocate their time as follows:

e Reading and analyzing the text: 10 minutes
o Completing activities: 15 minutes

¢ Writing the essay: 10 minutes

e Reviewing and reflecting: 5 minutes



Self-Assessment Opportunities

Throughout the assignment, students should reflect on their learning and assess their understanding of the material.
Encourage students to ask themselves:

e What did | learn from the text?
+ What challenges did | face, and how did | overcome them?
* What would | like to learn more about related to Black History Month?



Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their understanding of Black History Month, it is essential to introduce advanced concepts that
delve deeper into the historical context and significance of the month. This section will explore the complexities of the Civil
Rights Movement, the role of key figures, and the ongoing impact of historical events on contemporary society.

The Montgomery Bus Boycott

The Montgomery Bus Boycott, led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., was a pivotal event in the Civil Rights
Movement. The boycott, which lasted for 381 days, was a response to the arrest of Rosa Parks, an African
American woman who refused to give up her seat on a bus to a white person. The boycott ended with the
U.S. Supreme Court ruling that segregation on public buses was unconstitutional. This event marked a
significant milestone in the fight for civil rights and demonstrated the power of nonviolent resistance.

Critical Thinking Exercises

To promote critical thinking and analysis, students will engage in exercises that challenge their understanding of Black
History Month. These exercises will include:

» Comparing and contrasting the experiences of different historical figures

» Analyzing primary sources, such as speeches and letters, to understand the perspectives of key
figures

o Evaluating the impact of historical events on contemporary society

Example Exercise

Compare and contrast the leadership styles of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Malcolm X. How did their
approaches to civil rights differ, and what were the consequences of their actions?

Cultural Significance

Black History Month is not only a celebration of historical events but also a recognition of the cultural significance of
African American contributions to society. This section will explore the impact of African American culture on art, literature,
music, and film.

The Harlem Renaissance

The Harlem Renaissance was a cultural and intellectual movement that took place in the 1920s and

1930s. During this time, African American artists, writers, and musicians came together to celebrate and
express their cultural heritage. The movement produced notable figures such as Langston Hughes, Zora
Neale Hurston, and Duke Ellington, who made significant contributions to American literature and music.

Contemporary Relevance

Black History Month is not just a celebration of the past; it is also a recognition of the ongoing struggles and achievements
of African Americans in contemporary society. This section will explore the current state of civil rights, social justice, and
equality.

The Black Lives Matter Movement

The Black Lives Matter movement is a contemporary social justice movement that seeks to address
systemic racism and police brutality against African Americans. The movement has sparked a national
conversation about race, privilege, and equality, and has led to widespread protests and activism.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Black History Month is a celebration of the rich and diverse history of African Americans. It is a recognition
of the struggles and achievements of the past, as well as the ongoing efforts to promote equality and social justice in
contemporary society. By exploring the advanced concepts, critical thinking exercises, cultural significance, and
contemporary relevance of Black History Month, students will gain a deeper understanding of the importance of this
celebration and its impact on American society.



Reflection Question

What can we learn from the history of Black History Month, and how can we apply those lessons to
promote equality and social justice in our own communities?

Additional Resources
For further learning and exploration, the following resources are recommended:

o Books: "The New Jim Crow" by Michelle Alexander, "Between the World and Me" by Ta-Nehisi
Coates

e Documentaries: "The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross," "I Am Not Your Negro"

» Websites: National Museum of African American History and Culture, NAACP

Resource Box

The National Museum of African American History and Culture is a premier institution dedicated to the
preservation and celebration of African American history and culture. The museum's website offers a
wealth of resources, including exhibits, collections, and educational materials.

Glossary
The following terms are defined to provide a deeper understanding of the concepts and ideas explored in this document:

» Civil Rights: The rights guaranteed to citizens by the Constitution, including the right to vote, equal
protection under the law, and freedom from discrimination

o Segregation: The separation of people based on race, often resulting in unequal treatment and
opportunities

o Equality: The state of being equal in rights, status, and opportunities

Glossary Box

The glossary is a valuable resource for understanding the key terms and concepts related to Black History
Month. By familiarizing themselves with these terms, students will be better equipped to engage with the
material and develop a deeper understanding of the subject matter.
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Conclusion

Congratulations on completing the Black History Month reading comprehension assignment! We hope you have gained a
deeper understanding of the significance of this month and the contributions of African Americans throughout history.



