Creating Personalized Climate Change Campaigns:
Empowering 14-Year-Olds through Multimodal
Expression and Universal Design for Learning

Introduction

This lesson plan is designed to engage 14-year-old students in the critical issue
of climate change, leveraging multiple means of representation and expression
to create personalized campaigns. By incorporating principles of Universal
Design for Learning (UDL), the lesson aims to provide an inclusive and
interactive learning environment that caters to diverse learning needs. Through
this approach, students will develop a deeper understanding of climate change,
enhance their critical thinking and creativity skills, and become empowered to
make a positive impact on their community.



Lesson Objectives

The objectives of this lesson are to:

* Analyze the causes and effects of climate change, identifying key factors and their
impact on local and global communities.

o Evaluate the effectiveness of different mediums (visual arts, writing, digital media)
for conveying messages about climate change.

o Create a personalized climate change campaign that incorporates multiple means of
representation and expression, demonstrating an understanding of the principles of
Universal Design for Learning (UDL).

o Synthesize information from various sources to develop a comprehensive
understanding of climate change and its implications.



Lesson Introduction

The importance of addressing climate change cannot be overstated, and it is crucial that
the next generation is equipped with the knowledge, skills, and motivation to tackle this
global challenge. This lesson introduces students to the concept of climate change, its
causes, effects, and the role they can play in mitigating its impact. The hook for student
engagement is the opportunity for them to become climate change ambassadors,
designing personalized campaigns that reflect their unique perspectives and creativity.



Teaching Script

The teaching script for this lesson is designed to be flexible and adaptable to the needs of
the students. The following is a suggested outline:

Minutes 1-5: Introduction and Icebreaker

» Begin the lesson with a welcome and introduction to the topic of climate change,
emphasizing its relevance and importance.

e Conduct an icebreaker activity where students share one thing they know or one
question they have about climate change.

o Transition to a brief presentation on the basics of climate change, using multimedia
resources such as videos or interactive diagrams to engage students.

Minutes 6-15: Exploring Climate Change

» Provide students with a variety of resources (texts, videos, infographics) that explain
the causes and effects of climate change.

* Have students work in pairs or small groups to explore these resources,
encouraging them to take notes or create concept maps to organize their thoughts.

» Circulate around the room to assist as needed and facilitate discussion among
groups.

Minutes 16-20: Campaign Design Introduction

 Introduce the concept of creating personalized climate change campaigns,
emphasizing the importance of creativity and personal expression.

o Discuss the different mediums students can use for their campaigns (e.g., visual
arts, writing, digital media), highlighting examples of successful campaigns.

e Encourage students to think about their target audience and the message they want
to convey.

Minutes 21-25: Campaign Creation

+ Have students begin designing their campaigns, providing materials and resources
as needed.

e Encourage students to work individually or in groups, depending on their
preference, and to use the principles of UDL to guide their design.

o Circulate around the room to offer guidance, answer questions, and facilitate peer
feedback.

Minutes 26-30: Sharing and Reflection

» Allow time for students to share their campaigns with the class, either in a gallery
walk format or through presentations.

» Facilitate a class reflection on the process, discussing challenges, successes, and
what was learned.

o Conclude the lesson by emphasizing the impact that individual and collective
actions can have on addressing climate change, and encourage students to share
their campaigns with a wider audience.



Guided Practice

The guided practice section of this lesson plan is designed to support students in
developing their skills in creating personalized climate change campaigns. The activities
outlined below are interactive, incorporate principles of Universal Design for Learning
(UDL), and are led by the teacher to provide scaffolding and support.

1. Campaign Brainstorming Session: Objective - To generate ideas for climate
change campaigns. Students will participate in a brainstorming session where they
will share their ideas for campaigns.

2. Message Crafting: Objective - To craft a clear and compelling message for the
campaign. The teacher will provide a template with guiding questions to help
students craft their message.

3. Medium Selection and Planning: Objective - To select an appropriate medium for
the campaign and plan its execution. Students will be presented with various
mediums (posters, videos, podcasts, social media posts) and will choose the one
that best suits their campaign idea.

4. Peer Feedback and Revision: Objective - To refine campaign ideas based on peer
feedback. Students will share their campaign plans with a partner or in a small
group, receiving feedback on clarity, creativity, and potential impact.

5. Campaign Prototype Development: Objective - To create a prototype of the
campaign. With their plans refined, students will begin creating a prototype of their
campaign.



Independent Practice
The independent practice section of this lesson plan offers differentiated activities tailored
to meet the needs of students at beginner, intermediate, and advanced levels. Each

activity is designed to be engaging, challenging, and aligned with the learning objectives,
incorporating principles of UDL to ensure inclusivity.

Beginner Activity: Climate Change Poster Campaign

Create a poster about a specific aspect of climate change (causes, effects, solutions).
Include images, statistics, and a call to action.

Intermediate Activity: Social Media Campaign
Design a social media campaign (using a platform of your choice) aimed at raising

awareness about climate change. Create at least three posts, each with a different focus
(cause, effect, solution).

Advanced Activity: Video Public Service Announcement (PSA)

Produce a short video PSA about climate change. The video should be 1-2 minutes long,
include narration, images, and/or interviews, and have a clear call to action.

Additional Activity: Podcast Episode

Create a podcast episode discussing climate change. The episode should be 5-7 minutes
long, include an introduction, main content, and a conclusion, and feature at least one
interview or expert insight.

Extension Activity: Climate Change Policy Proposal

Research and write a proposal for a policy change at the local, national, or international
level aimed at addressing climate change. The proposal should include background
information, the proposed policy, and potential impacts.



Conclusion

In conclusion, creating personalized climate change campaigns using multiple means of
representation and expression is a powerful way to engage 14-year-old students in
learning about this critical issue. By incorporating principles of Universal Design for
Learning (UDL), teachers can ensure that all students have the opportunity to participate
fully and express their ideas in a manner that is most conducive to their learning style.
Through this approach, students not only acquire knowledge about climate change but
also develop essential skills in communication, collaboration, and problem-solving.



Teaching Tips

The following teaching tips are designed to support teachers in implementing this lesson
plan:

1. Differentiate Instruction: Provide students with choices in how they learn and
express their understanding of climate change.

2. Use Multimedia Resources: Incorporate a variety of multimedia resources to
present information about climate change.

3. Encourage Collaboration: Pair students up or have them work in small groups to
design and implement their campaigns.

4. Provide Feedback, Not Criticism: As students work on their campaigns, provide
constructive feedback that guides them towards improvement without discouraging
them.

5. Incorporate Real-World Examples: Use real-world examples of successful climate
change campaigns to inspire and guide students.



Next Steps

Following the lesson on creating personalized climate change campaigns, several follow-
up lessons can be planned to continue students' learning progression:

1. Lesson: Climate Change Solutions - In this lesson, students will delve deeper into
potential solutions to climate change, exploring renewable energy sources,
sustainable practices, and policy changes.

2. Lesson: Campaign Implementation and Evaluation - This lesson focuses on the
practical aspects of implementing and evaluating the climate change campaigns
designed by students.

3. Lesson: Advocacy and Activism - In the final follow-up lesson, students will
explore the role of advocacy and activism in driving change related to climate
change.



Reflection Questions

For teacher self-evaluation, the following reflection questions can be considered:

1. How effectively did the lesson incorporate the principles of Universal Design for
Learning, and what adjustments can be made in future lessons to better meet the
diverse needs of all learners?

2. What strategies were most effective in engaging students and promoting their
understanding of climate change, and how can these strategies be built upon in
subsequent lessons?

3. How can the campaigns created by students be shared with a wider audience, and
what support systems can be put in place to help students continue their climate
change advocacy beyond the classroom?



Advanced Concepts

As students delve deeper into the topic of climate change, it's essential to introduce advanced concepts that
provide a more nuanced understanding of the issue. This includes exploring the role of greenhouse gases, the
impact of climate change on biodiversity, and the economic implications of transitioning to renewable energy
sources. By incorporating these advanced concepts, students can develop a more comprehensive
understanding of climate change and its far-reaching consequences.

Case Study: The Impact of Climate Change on Coral Reefs

Coral reefs are some of the most diverse ecosystems on the planet, providing habitat for thousands of species
of fish, invertebrates, and algae. However, climate change is having a devastating impact on these ecosystems,
with rising sea temperatures causing coral bleaching and ocean acidification affecting the ability of corals to
build their skeletons. This case study will explore the impact of climate change on coral reefs, including the
effects on biodiversity, fisheries, and coastal communities.



Real-World Applications

To make the concept of climate change more relatable and engaging for students, it's crucial to explore real-
world applications and examples. This can include examining the impact of climate change on local
communities, discussing the role of climate change in shaping global events, and investigating the ways in
which individuals and organizations are working to mitigate and adapt to climate change. By focusing on real-
world applications, students can develop a deeper understanding of the relevance and urgency of the issue.

Example: Climate Change and Migration

Climate change is increasingly recognized as a driver of migration, with rising sea levels, more frequent natural
disasters, and changing weather patterns forcing people to leave their homes and communities. This example
will explore the complex relationship between climate change and migration, including the social, economic, and
environmental factors that contribute to this phenomenon.



Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving

To effectively address the challenges posed by climate change, students need to develop critical thinking and

problem-solving skills. This includes learning to analyze complex information, evaluate evidence, and develop
well-supported arguments. By incorporating activities and exercises that promote critical thinking and problem-
solving, students can develop the skills and confidence they need to tackle the complexities of climate change.

Activity: Designing Climate Change Solutions

In this activity, students will work in groups to design and propose solutions to a specific climate change-related
problem, such as reducing carbon emissions or promoting sustainable land use. The activity will require
students to research, analyze, and evaluate different options, and to develop a well-supported proposal for their
chosen solution.



Collaboration and Communication

Addressing climate change requires collaboration and communication among individuals, communities, and
nations. To develop these skills, students can participate in group projects, role-playing exercises, and debates,
all of which require effective communication, active listening, and cooperation. By emphasizing collaboration and
communication, students can learn to work together to address the challenges posed by climate change.

Group Project: Climate Change Summit

In this group project, students will simulate a climate change summit, where they will represent different
countries or organizations and negotiate a global agreement to address climate change. The project will require
students to research, prepare, and negotiate, and to develop effective communication and collaboration skills.



Assessment and Evaluation

To assess student learning and understanding of climate change, a variety of evaluation methods can be used,
including quizzes, tests, projects, and presentations. It's essential to use a range of assessment tools to
evaluate different aspects of student learning, including knowledge, critical thinking, and problem-solving skills.
By using a combination of assessment methods, teachers can gain a comprehensive understanding of student
learning and identify areas where additional support is needed.

Assessment Tool: Climate Change Quiz

This quiz will assess students' knowledge of climate change, including the causes, effects, and potential
solutions. The quiz will include multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, and essay questions, and will
provide a comprehensive evaluation of student understanding.



Conclusion and Next Steps

In conclusion, teaching climate change to 14-year-old students requires a comprehensive and engaging
approach that incorporates a range of teaching methods, activities, and assessment tools. By focusing on real-
world applications, critical thinking, and problem-solving, students can develop a deep understanding of the
issue and the skills they need to address it. The next steps for teachers include continuing to develop and refine
their teaching practices, staying up-to-date with the latest research and developments, and advocating for
climate change education in their schools and communities.

Final Thoughts

As educators, we have a critical role to play in empowering the next generation to address the challenges posed
by climate change. By working together and using a range of teaching methods and approaches, we can help
students develop the knowledge, skills, and motivation they need to create a more sustainable and equitable

future.
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