
Exploring Traditional Historical Points of Reference in
Texas History

Introduction
Texas has a rich and diverse history, with numerous historical points of
reference that have shaped the state's identity. In this assignment, you will
delve into the history of Texas, focusing on traditional historical points of
reference, and analyze their significance, impact, and relevance today. The
objective of this assignment is to understand the importance of these historical
points of reference and their contribution to the broader narrative of Texas
history.



Page 1: Introduction to Texas History
To begin, it is essential to understand the significance of historical points of reference in
Texas history. These points of reference can include events, people, places, or cultural
practices that have had a lasting impact on the state's development. Some examples of
historical points of reference in Texas include the Alamo, the Texas Revolution, the Civil
War, and the oil industry. Each of these points of reference has contributed to the complex
and diverse history of Texas, shaping the state's identity and informing its future.

Example: The Alamo

The Alamo, a small mission in San Antonio, is one of the most famous historical
points of reference in Texas. In 1836, a small group of Texan rebels, including Davy
Crockett and Jim Bowie, defended the Alamo against the Mexican army, led by
General Santa Anna. The battle was a pivotal moment in the Texas Revolution, and
the loss of the Alamo became a rallying cry for the Texan rebels. Today, the Alamo is
remembered as a symbol of bravery, sacrifice, and the fight for independence.



Page 2: Research and Analysis
For this task, you will research and list 10 significant historical events or points of
reference in Texas history. You should use reputable sources such as the Texas State
Historical Association, National Park Service, or academic journals. Once you have
compiled your list, you will answer the following questions:

1. What are the 10 significant historical events or points of reference in Texas history?
2. What are the sources you used to research these events?
3. How do these events contribute to the broader narrative of Texas history?



Page 3: Analytical Essays
For this task, you will write analytical essays on three chosen historical points of
reference. Ensure each essay includes the historical context, significance, and modern
relevance of the point of reference. You should also answer the following questions:

1. Choose three historical points of reference from your list and write a short
paragraph describing their historical significance, impact on Texas history, and
relevance today.

2. How do these points of reference contribute to the broader narrative of Texas
history?

3. What are the similarities and differences between these points of reference?



Page 4: Visual Project
For this task, you will design a visual project that incorporates the three chosen historical
points of reference. Consider using digital tools or traditional art supplies. Ensure the
project is colorful, informative, and engaging. You should also answer the following
questions:

1. What type of visual project will you create (e.g., timeline, infographic, map)?
2. How will you incorporate the three historical points of reference into your project?
3. What message do you want to convey through your project?



Page 5: Critical Thinking
For this task, you will compare and contrast the three points of reference, discussing how
they contribute to the broader narrative of Texas history. You should also answer the
following questions:

1. How do the three points of reference relate to each other?
2. What are the similarities and differences between the points of reference?
3. How do these points of reference shape our understanding of Texas history?



Page 6: Reflection
For this task, you will write a reflective essay on what you learned about Texas history
and how these historical points of reference have shaped the state's identity. You should
also answer the following questions:

1. What did you learn about Texas history through this assignment?
2. How have the historical points of reference shaped the state's identity?
3. What would you like to learn more about in Texas history?



Page 7: Extension Activity - Debate
For this task, you will prepare arguments for or against the statement: "The Alamo is the
most significant historical point of reference in Texas." You should research beyond basic
knowledge, considering economic, cultural, and political impacts. You should also answer
the following questions:

1. What are the arguments for the statement?
2. What are the arguments against the statement?
3. How do you think the Alamo contributes to the broader narrative of Texas history?



Page 8: Extension Activity - Creative Writing
For this task, you will write a short story set in one of the historical points of reference
during a significant event. You should incorporate historical accuracy with creative
narrative skills. You should also answer the following questions:

1. Choose a historical point of reference and a significant event.
2. Write a short story set in this point of reference during the event.
3. How does your story reflect the historical context and significance of the point of

reference?



Page 9: Success Criteria
To be successful in this assignment, you will need to demonstrate the following:

Content Knowledge: Demonstrates a clear understanding of the historical points of
reference and their significance in Texas history.
Critical Thinking: Shows the ability to compare, contrast, and analyze historical
events and points of reference.
Creativity: Exhibits originality and ingenuity in the visual project or creative writing
piece.
Time Management: Completes the assignment within the given timeframe (30-40
minutes).



Page 10: Conclusion
In conclusion, this assignment has explored traditional historical points of reference in
Texas history, analyzing their significance, impact, and relevance today. You have
demonstrated your understanding of these points of reference and their contribution to the
broader narrative of Texas history. You have also developed critical thinking, creativity,
and time management skills through the various tasks and activities.

As you reflect on what you have learned, consider how you can apply this knowledge in
the future. What do you think is the most significant historical point of reference in Texas
history? Why? How can you use this knowledge to inform your understanding of the world
around you?



Page 11: Historical Context
To understand the significance of historical points of reference in Texas history, it is essential to consider the
historical context in which they occurred. The Texas Revolution, for example, was a pivotal event in the state's
history, marking the transition from Mexican to American rule. The revolution was sparked by a combination of
factors, including the Mexican government's attempts to centralize power, the influx of American settlers, and the
desire for independence.

Example: The Texas Revolution

The Texas Revolution was a complex and multifaceted event, involving various groups and individuals with
different motivations and goals. The revolution began in 1835, with the Battle of Gonzales, and ended in
1836, with the Battle of San Jacinto. The revolution resulted in the establishment of the Republic of Texas,
which existed until 1845, when Texas was annexed by the United States.



Page 12: Cultural Significance
Historical points of reference in Texas history have significant cultural implications, shaping the state's identity
and informing its values. The Alamo, for example, is a powerful symbol of bravery, sacrifice, and the fight for
independence. The Alamo has been commemorated in numerous ways, including films, books, and monuments,
and continues to be an important cultural icon in Texas and beyond.

Case Study: The Alamo

The Alamo is a prime example of a historical point of reference with significant cultural implications. The battle of
the Alamo, which took place in 1836, was a pivotal event in the Texas Revolution, and the loss of the Alamo
became a rallying cry for the Texan rebels. Today, the Alamo is remembered as a symbol of bravery, sacrifice,
and the fight for independence, and continues to be an important cultural icon in Texas and beyond.



Page 13: Economic Impact
Historical points of reference in Texas history have also had significant economic implications, shaping the
state's economy and informing its development. The oil industry, for example, has been a major driver of the
Texas economy, with the discovery of oil in Spindletop in 1901 marking the beginning of a new era of economic
growth and development.

Example: The Oil Industry

The oil industry has been a major driver of the Texas economy, with the discovery of oil in Spindletop in
1901 marking the beginning of a new era of economic growth and development. The oil industry has had a
significant impact on the state's economy, with oil production and refining becoming major industries in
Texas. Today, the oil industry continues to play an important role in the Texas economy, with the state
remaining a major producer of oil and natural gas.



Page 14: Political Implications
Historical points of reference in Texas history have also had significant political implications, shaping the state's
politics and informing its governance. The Texas Revolution, for example, marked the transition from Mexican to
American rule, and the establishment of the Republic of Texas, which existed until 1845, when Texas was
annexed by the United States.

Case Study: The Texas Revolution

The Texas Revolution was a complex and multifaceted event, involving various groups and individuals with
different motivations and goals. The revolution began in 1835, with the Battle of Gonzales, and ended in 1836,
with the Battle of San Jacinto. The revolution resulted in the establishment of the Republic of Texas, which
existed until 1845, when Texas was annexed by the United States. The Texas Revolution had significant political
implications, shaping the state's politics and informing its governance.



Page 15: Social Impact
Historical points of reference in Texas history have also had significant social implications, shaping the state's
social structures and informing its values. The Civil Rights Movement, for example, had a significant impact on
the state's social structures, with the movement seeking to end segregation and discrimination against African
Americans.

Example: The Civil Rights Movement

The Civil Rights Movement had a significant impact on the state's social structures, with the movement
seeking to end segregation and discrimination against African Americans. The movement was marked by
significant events, including the Montgomery Bus Boycott, the March on Washington, and the passage of
the Civil Rights Act of 1964. Today, the Civil Rights Movement is remembered as a significant moment in
American history, and continues to inform the state's social structures and values.



Page 16: Conclusion
In conclusion, historical points of reference in Texas history have significant cultural, economic, political, and
social implications, shaping the state's identity and informing its values. The Alamo, the Texas Revolution, the oil
industry, and the Civil Rights Movement are just a few examples of the many historical points of reference that
have had a lasting impact on the state. By understanding these points of reference, we can gain a deeper
appreciation for the complex and multifaceted history of Texas, and the ways in which it continues to shape the
state's politics, economy, and society today.
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Page 18: Glossary
The following terms have been used in this document:

Historical point of reference: a person, event, or place that has had a significant impact on the course of
history.
Cultural significance: the importance of a historical point of reference in shaping a culture or society.
Economic impact: the effect of a historical point of reference on the economy of a state or nation.
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