
Teacher Preparation Lesson Plan

Subject Area: Geography
Unit Title: Exploring Continents and Oceans
Grade Level: 6th Grade
Lesson Number: 1 of 10

Duration: 60 minutes
Date: March 10, 2024
Teacher: Ms. Johnson
Room: 205

Curriculum Standards Alignment

Content Standards:

Identify and name the 7 continents and 5 oceans
Describe the unique characteristics of each continent and ocean
Compare and contrast the features of different continents and oceans

Skills Standards:

Use maps and globes to locate and identify geographical features
Analyze and interpret geographical data
Communicate geographical information effectively

Cross-Curricular Links:

Science: Understanding the water cycle and ocean currents
Math: Measuring distances and calculating scales
Language Arts: Writing descriptive paragraphs about geographical features

Essential Questions & Big Ideas

Essential Questions:

What are the unique characteristics of each continent and ocean?
How do geographical features impact human societies and environments?
Why is it important to understand geographical concepts in everyday life?

Enduring Understandings:

Geographical features shape human societies and environments
Understanding geographical concepts is essential for informed decision-making
Geography is an interdisciplinary field that connects to other subjects

Student Context Analysis



Class Profile:

Total Students: 25
ELL Students: 5
IEP/504 Plans: 3
Gifted: 2

Learning Styles Distribution:

Visual: 40%
Auditory: 30%
Kinesthetic: 30%
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Pre-Lesson Preparation

Room Setup:

Arrange desks in groups of 4-5 students
Set up computer stations with internet access
Prepare whiteboard and markers

Technology Needs:

Computers or tablets with internet access
Google Maps or National Geographic's MapMaker
Presentation software (e.g. PowerPoint, Google Slides)

Materials Preparation:

World maps
Continent and ocean worksheets
Case study handouts
Mapping tools (e.g. pencils, markers, colored pencils)

Safety Considerations:

Ensure students use technology responsibly and safely
Supervise students during group work and computer activities

Detailed Lesson Flow

Introduction (10 minutes)

Introduce the topic of continents and oceans
Ask students to share prior knowledge
Show a video or presentation to introduce the 7 continents and 5 oceans

Case Studies (20 minutes)

Divide students into small groups and assign each group a continent or ocean to research
Provide case study handouts with guiding questions and prompts
Have groups research and discuss their assigned continent or ocean

Engagement Strategies:

Think-pair-share
Group discussions
Hands-on activities

Mapping Activities (20 minutes)

Introduce the concept of mapping and its importance in geography
Provide students with a blank world map and ask them to identify and label the 7 continents and 5
oceans
Have students work in pairs to create a map of a selected continent or ocean

Checking for Understanding:



Formative assessments
Exit tickets
Class discussions

Extension Tasks for Advanced Learners (20 minutes)

Provide advanced learners with additional challenges, such as researching and presenting on a
specific continent or ocean
Allow advanced learners to work independently and provide guidance and support as needed

Closure (10 minutes)

Review key concepts and vocabulary
Ask students to reflect on what they learned
Provide feedback and encouragement
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Differentiation & Support Strategies

For Struggling Learners:

Provide additional support and scaffolding
Offer one-on-one instruction or small group
instruction
Use visual aids and multimedia resources

For Advanced Learners:

Provide additional challenges and
extensions
Offer independent projects or research
opportunities
Encourage critical thinking and problem-
solving

ELL Support Strategies:

Provide visual aids and multimedia resources
Offer one-on-one instruction or small group instruction
Use simplified language and vocabulary

Social-Emotional Learning Integration:

Encourage teamwork and collaboration
Teach empathy and understanding
Promote self-awareness and self-regulation

Assessment & Feedback Plan

Formative Assessment Strategies:

Observations
Quizzes and tests
Class discussions and participation

Success Criteria:

Students can identify and name the 7 continents and 5 oceans
Students can describe the unique characteristics of each continent and ocean
Students can compare and contrast the features of different continents and oceans

Feedback Methods:

Verbal feedback
Written feedback
Peer feedback

Homework & Extension Activities

Homework Assignment:

Have students create a map of a selected continent or ocean, labeling key features and identifying patterns.



Extension Activities:

Research and present on a specific continent or ocean
Create a multimedia presentation (e.g. video, podcast, infographic)
Design a geographical model (e.g. 3D map, diorama)

Parent/Guardian Connection:

Encourage parents/guardians to ask their child about what they learned in class and to explore
geographical concepts together at home.

Teacher Reflection Space

Pre-Lesson Reflection:

What challenges do I anticipate?
Which students might need extra support?
What backup plans should I have ready?

Post-Lesson Reflection:

What went well?
What would I change?
Next steps for instruction?
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Case Studies

Africa:

Research the Sahara Desert, Nile River, and Serengeti National Park
Explore the cultural and historical significance of these geographical features

Asia:

Research the Himalayan Mountains, Great Wall of China, and Mekong River
Examine the economic and environmental impact of these geographical features

Europe:

Research the Alps, Mediterranean Sea, and European Union
Investigate the political and social implications of these geographical features

North America

Research the Grand Canyon, Mississippi River, and Niagara Falls

Explore the geological and ecological significance of these geographical features
Examine the cultural and historical importance of these geographical features

South America

Research the Amazon Rainforest, Andes Mountains, and Galapagos Islands

Investigate the biodiversity and conservation efforts of these geographical features
Examine the economic and social implications of these geographical features
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Mapping Activities

Create a Map:

Provide students with a blank world map
Ask students to identify and label the 7 continents and 5 oceans
Have students work in pairs to create a map of a selected continent or ocean

Use Online Mapping Tools:

Use Google Maps or National Geographic's MapMaker
Explore and create interactive maps
Identify and label geographical features

Mapping Skills

Map Skills:

Identify and label geographical features
Use map scales and legends
Read and interpret maps

Geographical Features:

Mountains
Rivers
Deserts
Oceans
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Extension Tasks for Advanced Learners

Research and Present:

Research a specific continent or ocean
Create a multimedia presentation (e.g. video, podcast, infographic)
Presentation should include geographical features, cultural and historical significance, and economic
and environmental impact

Design a Geographical Model:

Design a 3D map or diorama of a selected continent or ocean
Include geographical features, such as mountains, rivers, and deserts
Label and explain the significance of each feature

Advanced Learner Projects

Project Options:

Research and present on a specific continent or ocean
Create a multimedia presentation (e.g. video, podcast, infographic)
Design a geographical model (e.g. 3D map, diorama)

Project Requirements:

Include geographical features and cultural and historical significance
Examine economic and environmental impact
Presentation should be engaging and informative
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Assessment & Evaluation

Formative Assessments:

Observations
Quizzes and tests
Class discussions and participation

Summative Assessments:

Research projects and presentations
Maps and geographical models
Written reflections and self-assessments

Evaluation Criteria

Content Knowledge:

Accuracy and completeness of geographical information
Depth and breadth of knowledge

Critical Thinking and Problem-Solving:

Ability to analyze and interpret geographical data
Ability to evaluate and solve geographical problems
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Conclusion

In conclusion, this lesson plan provides a comprehensive and engaging introduction to the unique
characteristics of continents and oceans, utilizing case studies and mapping activities to foster a deeper
understanding of our planet's diverse geographical features. By incorporating extension tasks for advanced
learners, teachers can provide additional challenges and opportunities for students to demonstrate their
knowledge and skills.

Final Thoughts

By following this lesson plan, teachers can help students develop a deeper understanding of geographical
concepts and their importance in everyday life. The use of case studies, mapping activities, and extension
tasks for advanced learners provides a comprehensive and engaging approach to teaching geography.
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Appendices

Appendix A: Geographical Features

Mountains
Rivers
Deserts
Oceans

Appendix B: Map Skills

Identify and label geographical features
Use map scales and legends
Read and interpret maps
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References

Textbooks and Articles:

National Geographic
Geography textbooks
Online articles and resources

Online Resources:

Google Maps
National Geographic's MapMaker
Geography websites and blogs


