
Assessment Overview: Things Fall Apart

Student Name: _______________________ Class: _______________________

Student ID: _______________________ Date: _______________________

Assessment Details

Duration: 60 minutes Total Marks: 100

Topics Covered:
• Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
• Cultural and societal context
• Themes and plot

Instructions to Students:

1. Read all questions carefully before attempting.
2. Show all working out - marks are awarded for method.
3. Calculator use is permitted except where stated otherwise.
4. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
5. If you need more space, use the additional pages at the end.
6. Time management is crucial - allocate approximately 1 minute per mark.
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Section A: Multiple Choice [20 marks]

Question 1 [2 marks]

Who is the protagonist of the novel Things Fall Apart?

A) Okonkwo B) Unoka

C) Ekwefi D) Nwoye

Question 2 [2 marks]

What is the name of Okonkwo's village?

A) Umuofia B) Mbanta

C) Abame D) Iguedo

Question 3 [2 marks]

What is the significance of the egwugwu ceremony in the novel?

A) To celebrate the harvest season B) To honor the gods

C) To settle disputes D) To initiate young men into manhood

Question 4 [2 marks]

Who is Okonkwo's father?

A) Unoka B) Ikemefuna

C) Obierika D) Nwoye

Question 5 [2 marks]

What is the name of Okonkwo's first wife?
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A) Ekwefi B) Ojiugo

C) Nneka D) Akueke
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Section B: Short Answer Questions [30 marks]

Question 6 [7.5 marks]

Describe Okonkwo's relationship with his father, Unoka. How does this relationship influence Okonkwo's
character development?

Question 7 [7.5 marks]

Analyze the character of Ekwefi. What motivates her actions, and how does she contribute to the novel's
themes?

Question 8 [7.5 marks]

Discuss the significance of the character of Ikemefuna. How does his presence affect Okonkwo's
character, and what message does his story convey?

Question 9 [7.5 marks]

Examine the role of cultural and societal context in shaping the character of Nwoye. How does his journey
reflect the tensions between tradition and change?
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Section C: Essay [50 marks]

Question 10 [25 marks]

Evaluate the impact of Okonkwo's characterisation on the novel's themes. How does his character
influence the exploration of cultural identity, masculinity, and the consequences of colonialism?

Question 11 [25 marks]

Discuss the significance of the novel's title, Things Fall Apart. How does the title relate to the
characterisation of Okonkwo, and what message does it convey about the human condition?
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Marking Guide

The marking guide will assess students' responses based on the following criteria:

Knowledge and understanding of the novel's characters, plot, and themes
Ability to analyze and interpret character traits, motivations, and relationships
Clarity, coherence, and organization of written responses
Use of textual evidence to support arguments and analyses
Adherence to grammar, spelling, and punctuation conventions
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Rubric for Multiple Choice

1 mark for each correct answer

0 marks for each incorrect answer
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Rubric for Short Answer

Content (4 marks): Depth and accuracy of knowledge, analysis, and interpretation

Organisation and Coherence (1.5 marks): Clarity, logical structure, and effective use of transitions

Language and Conventions (1 mark): Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and vocabulary

Use of Textual Evidence (1 mark): Effective integration of quotes, references, and examples
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Rubric for Essay

Content (15 marks): Depth and accuracy of knowledge, analysis, and interpretation

Organisation and Coherence (5 marks): Clarity, logical structure, and effective use of transitions

Language and Conventions (3 marks): Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and vocabulary

Use of Textual Evidence (2 marks): Effective integration of quotes, references, and examples
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Implementation Guidelines

Time allocation: 60 minutes

Administration: The assessment will be administered in a quiet, supervised environment.

Materials: Students will be provided with a copy of the assessment paper, a pen, and a pencil.

Instructions: Students will be instructed to read each question carefully, answer all questions to the best of their
ability, and manage their time effectively.
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Differentiation Options

To cater to diverse learners, the following modifications can be made:

For students with visual impairments: Provide a Braille or large-print version of the assessment paper.
For students with learning difficulties: Provide extra time, a reader, or a scribe.
For English language learners: Provide a dictionary or a bilingual version of the assessment paper.
For students with physical disabilities: Provide a computer or a digital version of the assessment paper.
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Teaching Tips

To support students in preparing for this assessment, teachers can:

Provide opportunities for class discussions and debates on the novel's themes and characters.
Encourage students to create concept maps, character profiles, or timelines to visualize the plot and
characters.
Offer guidance on essay writing, including structuring, paragraphing, and using textual evidence.
Provide feedback on students' written work, highlighting areas of strength and improvement.
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Evidence Collection Methods

To ensure that students have a deep understanding of the novel and its characters, teachers can collect
evidence through:

Class discussions and participation
Written assignments and essays
Quizzes and tests
Project-based assessments, such as creating a character portfolio or a visual representation of the novel's
themes.
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Feedback Opportunities

To support students' learning and improvement, teachers can provide feedback through:

Regular class discussions and debates
Written comments on assignments and essays
One-on-one conferences or small group discussions
Peer review and feedback sessions
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Assessment Objectives

By the end of this assessment, students will be able to:

Identify and analyze character traits, motivations, and relationships in the novel
Explain the role of cultural and societal context in shaping character development
Evaluate the impact of characterisation on the novel's themes and plot
Demonstrate a deep understanding of the novel's characters, plot, and themes
Use textual evidence to support arguments and analyses
Write clear, coherent, and well-structured essays and short answers
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Assessment Criteria

The assessment will be based on the following criteria:

Knowledge and understanding of the novel's characters, plot, and themes
Ability to analyze and interpret character traits, motivations, and relationships
Clarity, coherence, and organization of written responses
Use of textual evidence to support arguments and analyses
Adherence to grammar, spelling, and punctuation conventions
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Assessment Weighting

The assessment will be weighted as follows:

Multiple Choice: 20 marks
Short Answer: 30 marks
Essay: 50 marks
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Total Marks

The total marks for the assessment will be 100 marks.

Page 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall ApartPage 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall Apart



Assessment Time

The assessment will be administered over a period of 60 minutes.
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Assessment Format

The assessment will consist of three sections: Multiple Choice, Short Answer, and Essay.
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Assessment Instructions

Students will be instructed to read each question carefully, answer all questions to the best of their ability, and
manage their time effectively.
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Assessment Materials

Students will be provided with a copy of the assessment paper, a pen, and a pencil.
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Assessment Administration

The assessment will be administered in a quiet, supervised environment.
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Assessment Security

The assessment will be kept secure and confidential to prevent any unauthorized access or disclosure.
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Assessment Results

The assessment results will be used to evaluate students' understanding of the novel and its characters, and to
provide feedback on their performance.

Page 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall ApartPage 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall Apart



Assessment Feedback

Feedback will be provided to students on their performance, highlighting areas of strength and improvement.

Page 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall ApartPage 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall Apart



Assessment Review

The assessment will be reviewed and revised as necessary to ensure that it remains relevant and effective in
evaluating students' understanding of the novel and its characters.
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Character Analysis

In-depth analysis of the characters in Things Fall Apart, including Okonkwo, Unoka, Ekwefi, and Nwoye, is crucial to understanding the
novel's themes and plot. Each character has a unique role to play in the story, and their interactions and relationships with one
another drive the narrative forward. Okonkwo, the protagonist, is a complex character with a multifaceted personality, driven by a
desire to prove himself as a strong and capable man. Unoka, his father, is a symbol of weakness and failure in Okonkwo's eyes, and
their relationship is strained as a result. Ekwefi, Okonkwo's wife, is a strong and independent woman who challenges Okonkwo's
traditional views and values. Nwoye, Okonkwo's son, is a sensitive and emotional young man who struggles to find his place in the
world.

Example: Okonkwo's Character

Okonkwo's character can be seen as a representation of the traditional Igbo values of strength, courage, and masculinity. However,
his rigid adherence to these values ultimately leads to his downfall, as he is unable to adapt to the changing world around him. This is
evident in his treatment of his son, Nwoye, whom he sees as weak and effeminate. Okonkwo's character serves as a cautionary tale
about the dangers of rigidly adhering to traditional values and the importance of being open to change and growth.

Case Study: Ekwefi's Role in the Novel

Ekwefi's character plays a crucial role in the novel, as she challenges Okonkwo's traditional views and values. Her independence and
strength serve as a foil to Okonkwo's rigid masculinity, and their relationship is a key aspect of the novel's exploration of gender roles
and relationships. Ekwefi's character also serves as a symbol of the changing role of women in Igbo society, as she navigates the
challenges of being a woman in a patriarchal culture.

Themes and Symbolism

The novel explores several themes, including the struggle between tradition and change, the importance of cultural identity, and the
dangers of unchecked masculinity. The character of Okonkwo serves as a symbol of the traditional Igbo values, while the character of
Nwoye represents the changing values of the younger generation. The novel also explores the symbolism of the egwugwu ceremony,
which serves as a symbol of the community's connection to their ancestors and their cultural heritage.

Example: The Egwugwu Ceremony

The egwugwu ceremony is a symbol of the community's connection to their ancestors and their cultural heritage. The ceremony
serves as a way for the community to come together and celebrate their shared values and traditions. However, the ceremony also
serves as a symbol of the community's rigid adherence to tradition, and the dangers of resisting change. The ceremony is also a
symbol of the power dynamics within the community, as the men who participate in the ceremony hold significant power and
influence.

Case Study: The Role of Ancestors in Igbo Culture

The ancestors play a significant role in Igbo culture, serving as a connection to the past and a source of guidance and wisdom. The
ancestors are believed to have the power to influence the lives of their descendants, and are often called upon for guidance and
protection. The novel explores the importance of honoring one's ancestors, and the consequences of neglecting or disrespecting
them. The character of Okonkwo's relationship with his ancestors is a key aspect of the novel, as he struggles to come to terms with
his own identity and his place within the community.

Historical and Cultural Context

Page 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall ApartPage 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall Apart



The novel is set in the late 19th century, during the period of British colonialism in Nigeria. The novel explores the impact of
colonialism on Igbo culture and society, including the destruction of traditional ways of life and the imposition of Western values and
customs. The novel also explores the role of Christianity in the colonization of Nigeria, and the ways in which it was used as a tool of
oppression and control.

Example: The Impact of Colonialism on Igbo Culture

The impact of colonialism on Igbo culture was devastating, as traditional ways of life were destroyed and Western values and
customs were imposed. The novel explores the ways in which colonialism disrupted the social and economic structures of Igbo
society, leading to poverty, inequality, and social unrest. The character of Okonkwo's struggles to adapt to the changing world around
him serve as a symbol of the challenges faced by many Igbo people during this period.

Case Study: The Role of Christianity in Colonialism

Christianity played a significant role in the colonization of Nigeria, as it was used as a tool of oppression and control. The novel
explores the ways in which Christianity was used to justify the colonization of Nigeria, and the ways in which it was imposed on the
Igbo people. The character of Mr. Brown, the missionary, serves as a symbol of the destructive power of colonialism, as he seeks to
impose his own values and beliefs on the Igbo people.

Literary Devices and Techniques

The novel employs a range of literary devices and techniques, including imagery, symbolism, and foreshadowing. The novel's use of
imagery serves to create a vivid picture of Igbo culture and society, while the use of symbolism adds depth and complexity to the
narrative. The novel's use of foreshadowing serves to create a sense of tension and suspense, as the reader is aware of the
impending doom that awaits Okonkwo.

Example: The Use of Imagery in the Novel

The novel's use of imagery is a key aspect of its literary style, as it serves to create a vivid picture of Igbo culture and society. The
novel's descriptions of the natural world, including the forests, rivers, and animals, serve to create a sense of wonder and awe. The
novel's use of imagery also serves to highlight the beauty and richness of Igbo culture, as well as the challenges and hardships faced
by the Igbo people.

Case Study: The Use of Symbolism in the Novel

The novel's use of symbolism is a key aspect of its literary style, as it serves to add depth and complexity to the narrative. The novel's
use of symbols, such as the egwugwu ceremony and the character of Okonkwo, serves to create a rich and nuanced exploration of
Igbo culture and society. The novel's use of symbolism also serves to highlight the themes of the novel, including the struggle
between tradition and change, and the importance of cultural identity.

Conclusion

In conclusion, Things Fall Apart is a rich and complex novel that explores a range of themes and issues, including the struggle
between tradition and change, the importance of cultural identity, and the dangers of unchecked masculinity. The novel's use of
literary devices and techniques, including imagery, symbolism, and foreshadowing, serves to create a vivid and nuanced picture of
Igbo culture and society. The novel's exploration of the impact of colonialism on Igbo culture and society serves as a powerful
commentary on the destructive power of colonialism and the importance of preserving cultural heritage.

Example: The Significance of the Novel's Title

The novel's title, Things Fall Apart, is a reference to the poem "The Second Coming" by W.B. Yeats, which explores the idea of chaos
and disorder in the face of change. The title serves as a symbol of the novel's themes, including the struggle between tradition and
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change, and the importance of cultural identity. The title also serves as a commentary on the destructive power of colonialism, as the
Igbo people's traditional way of life is destroyed by the imposition of Western values and customs.

Case Study: The Novel's Legacy

The novel has had a significant impact on the literary world, as it has been widely praised for its nuanced and complex exploration of
Igbo culture and society. The novel has also been recognized for its powerful commentary on the destructive power of colonialism
and the importance of preserving cultural heritage. The novel's legacy continues to be felt today, as it remains a widely read and
studied novel in schools and universities around the world.

References

Achebe, C. (1958). Things Fall Apart. London: Heinemann.

Achebe, C. (1960). No Longer at Ease. London: Heinemann.

Achebe, C. (1964). Arrow of God. London: Heinemann.

Example: The Significance of Achebe's Work

Achebe's work has had a significant impact on the literary world, as he is widely regarded as one of the most important African
writers of the 20th century. His novels, including Things Fall Apart, No Longer at Ease, and Arrow of God, have been widely praised for
their nuanced and complex exploration of Igbo culture and society. Achebe's work has also been recognized for its powerful
commentary on the destructive power of colonialism and the importance of preserving cultural heritage.

Case Study: The Impact of Achebe's Work on African Literature

Achebe's work has had a significant impact on African literature, as he has been widely influential in shaping the genre of African
fiction. His novels have been widely read and studied in schools and universities around the world, and have served as a model for
many other African writers. Achebe's work has also been recognized for its powerful commentary on the destructive power of
colonialism and the importance of preserving cultural heritage, and has served as a powerful voice for the African people.

Glossary

A glossary of terms used in the novel, including Igbo words and phrases, as well as literary and cultural terms.

Example: Igbo Words and Phrases

The novel includes a range of Igbo words and phrases, which serve to create a vivid and nuanced picture of Igbo culture and society.
Examples include "egwugwu", which refers to the ancestral spirits, and "obi", which refers to the heart or soul.

Case Study: Literary and Cultural Terms

The novel includes a range of literary and cultural terms, which serve to create a rich and nuanced exploration of Igbo culture and
society. Examples include "symbolism", which refers to the use of symbols to convey meaning, and "foreshadowing", which refers to
the use of hints or clues to suggest events that will occur later in the narrative.

Index

An index of key terms and concepts, including characters, themes, and literary devices.

Example: Characters
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The novel includes a range of characters, including Okonkwo, Unoka, Ekwefi, and Nwoye. Each character plays a significant role in the
narrative, and serves to explore the themes and issues of the novel.

Case Study: Themes

The novel explores a range of themes, including the struggle between tradition and change, the importance of cultural identity, and
the dangers of unchecked masculinity. Each theme is explored through the characters and their experiences, and serves to create a
rich and nuanced picture of Igbo culture and society.

Assessment Overview: Things Fall Apart

Student Name: _______________________ Class: _______________________

Student ID: _______________________ Date: _______________________

Assessment Details

Duration: 60 minutes Total Marks: 100

Topics Covered:
• Characterisation in Things Fall Apart
• Cultural and societal context
• Themes and plot

Instructions to Students:

1. Read all questions carefully before attempting.
2. Show all working out - marks are awarded for method.
3. Calculator use is permitted except where stated otherwise.
4. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
5. If you need more space, use the additional pages at the end.
6. Time management is crucial - allocate approximately 1 minute per mark.
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Section A: Multiple Choice [20 marks]

Question 1 [2 marks]

Who is the protagonist of the novel Things Fall Apart?

A) Okonkwo B) Unoka

C) Ekwefi D) Nwoye

Question 2 [2 marks]

What is the name of Okonkwo's village?

A) Umuofia B) Mbanta

C) Abame D) Iguedo

Question 3 [2 marks]

What is the significance of the egwugwu ceremony in the novel?

A) To celebrate the harvest season B) To honor the gods

C) To settle disputes D) To initiate young men into manhood

Question 4 [2 marks]

Who is Okonkwo's father?

A) Unoka B) Ikemefuna

C) Obierika D) Nwoye

Question 5 [2 marks]

What is the name of Okonkwo's first wife?
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A) Ekwefi B) Ojiugo

C) Nneka D) Akueke
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Section B: Short Answer Questions [30 marks]

Question 6 [7.5 marks]

Describe Okonkwo's relationship with his father, Unoka. How does this relationship influence Okonkwo's
character development?

Question 7 [7.5 marks]

Analyze the character of Ekwefi. What motivates her actions, and how does she contribute to the novel's
themes?

Question 8 [7.5 marks]

Discuss the significance of the character of Ikemefuna. How does his presence affect Okonkwo's
character, and what message does his story convey?

Question 9 [7.5 marks]

Examine the role of cultural and societal context in shaping the character of Nwoye. How does his journey
reflect the tensions between tradition and change?
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Section C: Essay [50 marks]

Question 10 [25 marks]

Evaluate the impact of Okonkwo's characterisation on the novel's themes. How does his character
influence the exploration of cultural identity, masculinity, and the consequences of colonialism?

Question 11 [25 marks]

Discuss the significance of the novel's title, Things Fall Apart. How does the title relate to the
characterisation of Okonkwo, and what message does it convey about the human condition?
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Marking Guide

The marking guide will assess students' responses based on the following criteria:

Knowledge and understanding of the novel's characters, plot, and themes
Ability to analyze and interpret character traits, motivations, and relationships
Clarity, coherence, and organization of written responses
Use of textual evidence to support arguments and analyses
Adherence to grammar, spelling, and punctuation conventions
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Rubric for Multiple Choice

1 mark for each correct answer

0 marks for each incorrect answer
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Rubric for Short Answer

Content (4 marks): Depth and accuracy of knowledge, analysis, and interpretation

Organisation and Coherence (1.5 marks): Clarity, logical structure, and effective use of transitions

Language and Conventions (1 mark): Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and vocabulary

Use of Textual Evidence (1 mark): Effective integration of quotes, references, and examples
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Rubric for Essay

Content (15 marks): Depth and accuracy of knowledge, analysis, and interpretation

Organisation and Coherence (5 marks): Clarity, logical structure, and effective use of transitions

Language and Conventions (3 marks): Grammar, spelling, punctuation, and vocabulary

Use of Textual Evidence (2 marks): Effective integration of quotes, references, and examples
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Implementation Guidelines

Time allocation: 60 minutes

Administration: The assessment will be administered in a quiet, supervised environment.

Materials: Students will be provided with a copy of the assessment paper, a pen, and a pencil.

Instructions: Students will be instructed to read each question carefully, answer all questions to the best of their
ability, and manage their time effectively.
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Differentiation Options

To cater to diverse learners, the following modifications can be made:

For students with visual impairments: Provide a Braille or large-print version of the assessment paper.
For students with learning difficulties: Provide extra time, a reader, or a scribe.
For English language learners: Provide a dictionary or a bilingual version of the assessment paper.
For students with physical disabilities: Provide a computer or a digital version of the assessment paper.
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Teaching Tips

To support students in preparing for this assessment, teachers can:

Provide opportunities for class discussions and debates on the novel's themes and characters.
Encourage students to create concept maps, character profiles, or timelines to visualize the plot and
characters.
Offer guidance on essay writing, including structuring, paragraphing, and using textual evidence.
Provide feedback on students' written work, highlighting areas of strength and improvement.
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Evidence Collection Methods

To ensure that students have a deep understanding of the novel and its characters, teachers can collect
evidence through:

Class discussions and participation
Written assignments and essays
Quizzes and tests
Project-based assessments, such as creating a character portfolio or a visual representation of the novel's
themes.
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Feedback Opportunities

To support students' learning and improvement, teachers can provide feedback through:

Regular class discussions and debates
Written comments on assignments and essays
One-on-one conferences or small group discussions
Peer review and feedback sessions
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Assessment Objectives

By the end of this assessment, students will be able to:

Identify and analyze character traits, motivations, and relationships in the novel
Explain the role of cultural and societal context in shaping character development
Evaluate the impact of characterisation on the novel's themes and plot
Demonstrate a deep understanding of the novel's characters, plot, and themes
Use textual evidence to support arguments and analyses
Write clear, coherent, and well-structured essays and short answers
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Assessment Criteria

The assessment will be based on the following criteria:

Knowledge and understanding of the novel's characters, plot, and themes
Ability to analyze and interpret character traits, motivations, and relationships
Clarity, coherence, and organization of written responses
Use of textual evidence to support arguments and analyses
Adherence to grammar, spelling, and punctuation conventions
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Assessment Weighting

The assessment will be weighted as follows:

Multiple Choice: 20 marks
Short Answer: 30 marks
Essay: 50 marks
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Total Marks

The total marks for the assessment will be 100 marks.
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Assessment Time

The assessment will be administered over a period of 60 minutes.
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Assessment Format

The assessment will consist of three sections: Multiple Choice, Short Answer, and Essay.
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Assessment Instructions

Students will be instructed to read each question carefully, answer all questions to the best of their ability, and
manage their time effectively.
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Assessment Materials

Students will be provided with a copy of the assessment paper, a pen, and a pencil.

Page 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall ApartPage 0 | Assessment Overview: Things Fall Apart



Assessment Administration

The assessment will be administered in a quiet, supervised environment.
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Assessment Security

The assessment will be kept secure and confidential to prevent any unauthorized access or disclosure.
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Assessment Results

The assessment results will be used to evaluate students' understanding of the novel and its characters, and to
provide feedback on their performance.
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Assessment Feedback

Feedback will be provided to students on their performance, highlighting areas of strength and improvement.
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Assessment Review

The assessment will be reviewed and revised as necessary to ensure that it remains relevant and effective in
evaluating students' understanding of the novel and its characters.
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