
Creating Tertiary Colors using Sponges and Layering Techniques:
A Comprehensive Lesson Plan for 5-Year-Olds

Introduction

Welcome to our exciting art lesson, where we will be exploring the world of colors and textures! Today, we will
be learning about tertiary colors and how to create them using primary colors. We will also be using sponges
to apply layering techniques and add texture to our artworks. This lesson is designed to be fun and engaging,
with plenty of opportunities for students to express their creativity and imagination.

Lesson Objectives

To introduce students to the concept of tertiary colors and how to create them using primary colors

To teach students how to use sponges to apply layering techniques and add texture to their artworks

To develop students' fine motor skills, hand-eye coordination, and creativity

To encourage students to experiment and take risks in their artistic endeavors
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Materials

Washable paint

Sponges

Paper

Color wheel diagram

Digital color mixing tool (optional)

Art smocks

Paintbrushes (optional)

Glue (optional)

Scissors (optional)

Lesson Plan Overview

This lesson plan is designed to be implemented over a period of 30 minutes, with the following activities:

Introduction and materials distribution (5 minutes)

Primary color review and tertiary color introduction (5 minutes)

Sponge painting demonstration (5 minutes)

Layering technique introduction (5 minutes)

Student creation time (10 minutes)

Conclusion and clean-up (5 minutes)
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Introduction to Tertiary Colors

Tertiary colors are created by mixing a primary color with a secondary color. The three primary colors are red,
yellow, and blue, and the three secondary colors are orange, green, and purple. By mixing these colors, we
can create six tertiary colors: yellow-green, blue-green, blue-violet, red-violet, red-orange, and yellow-orange.

Using the color wheel, we can see how the primary and secondary colors are related and how the tertiary
colors are created. The color wheel is a circular diagram that shows how colors are related to each other.

Color Wheel Diagram

Color Wheel Diagram
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Sponge Painting Demonstration

Now that we have introduced the concept of tertiary colors, let's demonstrate how to use sponges to apply
paint to paper. We will show students how to create different textures and effects using the sponges.

First, we will dip the sponge in paint and then dab it onto the paper. This will create a textured effect. We can
also use the sponge to create swirls and patterns on the paper.

Sponge Painting Techniques

Dabbing: dipping the sponge in paint and then dabbing it onto the paper

Swirling: using the sponge to create swirls and patterns on the paper

Stippling: using the sponge to create small dots on the paper
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Layering Technique Introduction

Now that we have demonstrated how to use sponges to apply paint to paper, let's introduce the concept of
layering. Layering is a technique used to add depth and complexity to artworks. We can use layering to
create different effects, such as texture, pattern, and color.

To create a layered effect, we will apply multiple layers of paint to the paper, allowing each layer to dry before
adding the next. We can use the sponges to create different textures and effects in each layer.

Layering Techniques

Wash: applying a thin layer of paint to the paper

Glaze: applying a transparent layer of paint to the paper

Scrape: using a palette knife or sponge to scrape away paint and create texture
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Student Creation Time

Now it's time for students to create their own artworks using tertiary colors and layering techniques. We will
provide students with paper, paint, sponges, and smocks, and encourage them to experiment with different
techniques and effects.

As students work, we will circulate around the room to assist and provide guidance as needed. We will also
encourage students to share their artworks with the class and discuss what they have learned.

Tips and Reminders

Encourage students to experiment and take risks in their artistic endeavors

Remind students to use their smocks and wash their hands after painting

Encourage students to share their artworks with the class and discuss what they have learned
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Conclusion and Clean-Up

Now that we have completed our lesson, let's take a moment to reflect on what we have learned. We have
introduced the concept of tertiary colors and demonstrated how to use sponges to apply paint to paper. We
have also introduced the concept of layering and demonstrated how to create different effects using multiple
layers of paint.

As we clean up, let's remind students to wash their hands and put away their smocks. We will also
encourage students to share their artworks with the class and discuss what they have learned.

Assessment

Throughout the lesson, we will be observing students and taking note of their ability to create tertiary colors
and apply layering techniques. We will also be reviewing student artworks for understanding of tertiary colors
and layering techniques.

We will use a rubric to assess student understanding and creativity, and provide feedback to students on
their artworks.



Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their understanding of tertiary colors and layering techniques, we can introduce more
advanced concepts to challenge and engage them. One such concept is the use of analogous colors, which are
colors that are next to each other on the color wheel. By using analogous colors, students can create
harmonious and visually appealing artworks that demonstrate their understanding of color theory.

Example: Analogous Colors

For example, if we choose the color blue as our primary color, we can use the analogous colors green and
purple to create a harmonious color scheme. We can use the sponges to apply layers of paint in these colors,
creating a beautiful and intricate design.

Color Harmony

Color harmony refers to the way colors work together to create a visually appealing effect. There are several
principles of color harmony, including complementary colors, analogous colors, and triadic colors. By
understanding these principles, students can create artworks that are not only beautiful but also harmonious and
balanced.

Principles of Color Harmony

Complementary colors: colors that are opposite each other on the color wheel

Analogous colors: colors that are next to each other on the color wheel

Triadic colors: colors that are equally spaced from each other on the color wheel

Texture and Pattern

Texture and pattern are two important elements of art that can add depth and interest to artworks. By using
different textures and patterns, students can create artworks that are not only visually appealing but also tactile
and engaging. We can use the sponges to create different textures, such as smooth, rough, or bumpy, and we
can use the paint to create patterns, such as stripes, polka dots, or chevrons.

Case Study: Texture and Pattern

For example, we can create a artwork that features a smooth, blue background with rough, white texture on top.
We can use the sponges to apply the paint in a pattern of stripes or polka dots, creating a visually appealing and
engaging artwork.

Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment and evaluation are important parts of the learning process, as they help us to understand what
students have learned and what they need to work on. We can use a variety of assessment tools, such as
rubrics, quizzes, and class discussions, to evaluate student understanding and creativity.

Assessment Tools

Rubrics: a set of criteria used to evaluate student artworks

Quizzes: a test used to evaluate student understanding of color theory and art concepts

Class discussions: a way to evaluate student understanding and creativity through class discussions and
debates

Conclusion



In conclusion, teaching tertiary colors and layering techniques to 5-year-olds can be a fun and engaging
experience for both students and teachers. By using sponges and paint, we can create beautiful and intricate
artworks that demonstrate student understanding of color theory and art concepts. We can also use assessment
and evaluation tools to understand what students have learned and what they need to work on.

Example: Student Artwork

For example, a student may create a artwork that features a blue background with yellow and green layers on
top. The student may use the sponges to create a texture of stripes or polka dots, and may use the paint to
create a pattern of chevrons or zigzags.

Extensions and Modifications

There are several ways to extend and modify this lesson to meet the needs of different students. For example,
we can use different materials, such as markers or crayons, to create artworks. We can also use different
techniques, such as stamping or stenciling, to create textures and patterns.

Extensions and Modifications

Using different materials, such as markers or crayons

Using different techniques, such as stamping or stenciling

Creating three-dimensional artworks, such as sculptures or collages

Resources and References

There are several resources and references that can be used to support this lesson, including books, websites,
and videos. We can use these resources to learn more about color theory and art concepts, and to get ideas for
artworks and projects.

Case Study: Resources and References

For example, we can use the book "The Art of Color" to learn more about color theory and art concepts. We can
also use the website "Artsonia" to get ideas for artworks and projects, and to learn more about different art
techniques and materials.
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Sponge Painting Demonstration

Now that we have introduced the concept of tertiary colors, let's demonstrate how to use sponges to apply
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Layering Technique Introduction

Now that we have demonstrated how to use sponges to apply paint to paper, let's introduce the concept of
layering. Layering is a technique used to add depth and complexity to artworks. We can use layering to
create different effects, such as texture, pattern, and color.

To create a layered effect, we will apply multiple layers of paint to the paper, allowing each layer to dry before
adding the next. We can use the sponges to create different textures and effects in each layer.
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Student Creation Time

Now it's time for students to create their own artworks using tertiary colors and layering techniques. We will
provide students with paper, paint, sponges, and smocks, and encourage them to experiment with different
techniques and effects.

As students work, we will circulate around the room to assist and provide guidance as needed. We will also
encourage students to share their artworks with the class and discuss what they have learned.
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Encourage students to experiment and take risks in their artistic endeavors
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Conclusion and Clean-Up

Now that we have completed our lesson, let's take a moment to reflect on what we have learned. We have
introduced the concept of tertiary colors and demonstrated how to use sponges to apply paint to paper. We
have also introduced the concept of layering and demonstrated how to create different effects using multiple
layers of paint.

As we clean up, let's remind students to wash their hands and put away their smocks. We will also
encourage students to share their artworks with the class and discuss what they have learned.

Assessment

Throughout the lesson, we will be observing students and taking note of their ability to create tertiary colors
and apply layering techniques. We will also be reviewing student artworks for understanding of tertiary colors
and layering techniques.

We will use a rubric to assess student understanding and creativity, and provide feedback to students on
their artworks.


