
Introduction to Texas Geography and Early Native
American Cultures

Introduction to Texas Geography

Welcome to our journey through the diverse geography and rich cultural heritage of Texas! In this worksheet,
we will explore the major geographical regions of Texas, the early Native American cultures that inhabited the
region, and the impact of cultural exchange on the state's development.

Texas is the second-largest state in the United States, covering an area of approximately 268,597 square
miles. The state's geography is diverse, with four main regions: the Gulf Coastal Plains, the Prairies and
Lakes, the Edwards Plateau, and the Basin and Range Province. Each region has its unique features, such
as the Gulf Coastal Plains' coastal wetlands, the Prairies and Lakes' rolling hills, the Edwards Plateau's
limestone caves, and the Basin and Range Province's desert landscapes.

Early Native American Cultures

The early Native American cultures in Texas were diverse and complex, with over 50 distinct tribes inhabiting
the region. Some of the most prominent tribes included the Comanche, Apache, Caddo, and Cherokee. These
tribes developed unique cultures, languages, and traditions, shaped by their environment and interactions
with other tribes.

The Comanche tribe, for example, was known for their skilled horsemanship and buffalo hunting. They
roamed the Great Plains, following the buffalo herds and living in teepees made of animal hides. The
Apache tribe, on the other hand, was skilled in farming and irrigation, and lived in the southwestern part of
the state. The Caddo tribe was known for their expertise in pottery and basketry, and lived in the eastern
part of the state.
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Texas Geography Questions

Answer the following questions based on your knowledge of Texas geography:

1. What are the four main geographical regions of Texas?
a) Gulf Coastal Plains, Prairies and Lakes, Edwards Plateau, and Basin and Range Province
b) Mountains, Deserts, Forests, and Rivers
c) Plains, Hills, Valleys, and Coastlines
d) Cities, Towns, Villages, and Rural Areas

2. Which river forms the border between Texas and Mexico?
a) Rio Grande
b) Colorado River
c) Red River
d) Brazos River

Early Native American Cultures Questions

Answer the following questions based on your knowledge of early Native American cultures in Texas:

1. Which Native American tribe was known for their skilled horsemanship and buffalo hunting?
a) Comanche
b) Apache
c) Caddo
d) Cherokee

2. What was the primary source of food for many Native American tribes in Texas?
a) Buffalo
b) Deer
c) Fish
d) Crops
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Cultural Exchange

The arrival of European settlers had a significant impact on the Native American tribes in Texas. Answer the
following questions based on your knowledge of cultural exchange:

1. What was the impact of European settlement on Native American tribes in Texas?
a) It had no impact
b) It led to the decline of Native American populations
c) It resulted in the assimilation of Native American cultures
d) It led to the formation of new tribes

2. How did the introduction of new technologies, such as the horse and gun, affect Native American
tribes in Texas?

a) It had no impact
b) It improved their way of life
c) It led to conflicts with other tribes
d) It resulted in the loss of traditional practices

Map Skills

Use the map of Texas to answer the following questions:

1. What is the capital city of Texas?
2. Which mountain range runs through western Texas?
3. What is the largest lake in Texas?
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Geography and Climate

Texas is a vast and diverse state, with a geography that ranges from the Gulf Coast to the Panhandle, and from
the deserts of the west to the forests of the east. The state's climate is equally varied, with hot summers and
mild winters in the south, and cold winters and warm summers in the north. The geography and climate of
Texas have played a significant role in shaping the state's history, economy, and culture.

Example: The Rio Grande Valley

The Rio Grande Valley, located in the southern tip of Texas, is a unique region that is characterized by its
subtropical climate and rich agricultural land. The region is home to a diverse population, with a strong Hispanic
influence, and is known for its vibrant culture, delicious cuisine, and beautiful landscapes.
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Native American Cultures

Texas has a rich and diverse Native American heritage, with over 50 distinct tribes having lived in the region at
some point in history. The Native American cultures of Texas were shaped by the state's geography and climate,
with different tribes adapting to the various environments and developing unique traditions and ways of life. The
Native American tribes of Texas played a significant role in the state's history, and their legacy continues to be
felt today.

Case Study: The Comanche Tribe

The Comanche tribe was a powerful and influential Native American tribe that lived in the Great Plains region of
Texas. The Comanche were skilled horsemen and buffalo hunters, and were known for their bravery and warrior
spirit. The Comanche played a significant role in the history of Texas, and their legacy continues to be felt today.
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Early European Exploration and Settlement

The early European exploration and settlement of Texas was a complex and fascinating process, with various
European powers, including Spain, France, and England, vying for control of the region. The Spanish established
the first permanent settlement in Texas in 1718, and the region remained under Spanish control until the early
19th century. The early European settlers of Texas faced numerous challenges, including conflicts with Native
American tribes, disease, and harsh weather conditions.

Example: The Alamo

The Alamo, a small mission in San Antonio, was the site of a pivotal battle in the Texas Revolution, in which a
small group of Texan rebels, including Davy Crockett and Jim Bowie, fought against the Mexican army. The
battle was a decisive victory for the Mexicans, but it galvanized support for the Texan cause and helped to
secure independence for Texas.
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The Texas Revolution and Independence

The Texas Revolution was a pivotal event in the history of Texas, in which a group of Texan rebels fought for
independence from Mexico. The revolution was sparked by a combination of factors, including the Mexican
government's attempts to restrict the rights of American settlers in Texas, and the desire for self-governance
and economic freedom. The revolution was marked by several key battles, including the Battle of the Alamo and
the Battle of San Jacinto, and ultimately resulted in the establishment of the Republic of Texas.

Case Study: The Battle of San Jacinto

The Battle of San Jacinto was the final battle of the Texas Revolution, in which a group of Texan rebels, led by
Sam Houston, defeated the Mexican army and secured independence for Texas. The battle was a decisive
victory for the Texans, and marked the beginning of a new era in the history of the state.
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The Antebellum Period and the Civil War

The antebellum period in Texas was marked by significant economic and demographic growth, as well as
increasing tensions over the issue of slavery. Texas was admitted to the United States as a slave state in 1845,
and the institution of slavery played a significant role in the state's economy and society. During the Civil War,
Texas seceded from the Union and joined the Confederacy, and the state played a significant role in the conflict.

Example: The Battle of Galveston

The Battle of Galveston was a pivotal battle in the Civil War, in which Confederate forces recaptured the city of
Galveston from Union troops. The battle was a significant victory for the Confederacy, and marked a turning
point in the war in Texas.
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Reconstruction and the Late 19th Century

The Reconstruction period in Texas was marked by significant social, economic, and political change, as the
state attempted to rebuild and redefine itself after the Civil War. The period was marked by tensions between
former Confederates and newly freed slaves, as well as conflicts over land and economic resources. The late
19th century saw significant growth and development in Texas, including the expansion of the railroad and the
discovery of oil.

Case Study: The Railroad in Texas

The expansion of the railroad in Texas had a significant impact on the state's economy and society, facilitating
the growth of cities and industries, and connecting Texas to the rest of the country. The railroad also played a
significant role in the development of the state's agricultural and oil industries.
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