
Solving Simple Word Problems with Real-Life Scenarios

Introduction to Word Problems

Welcome to our worksheet on solving simple word problems with real-life scenarios! This pack is designed to
help you develop your problem-solving skills and build your confidence in mathematics.

Inside, you'll find a range of engaging and interactive activities to help you learn and practice solving
simple word problems.

Understanding Word Problems

A word problem is a mathematical problem that is presented in a real-life scenario. It requires you to use
mathematical operations to solve a problem.

Examples of simple word problems include:

Tom has 5 pencils in his pencil case. He gives 2 to his friend. How many pencils does Tom have left?
A book costs $15. If you have a 10% discount coupon, how much will you pay for the book?
A bakery sells 250 loaves of bread per day. If they make a profit of $0.50 per loaf, how much profit do
they make in a day?



Activity 1: Word Problem Sorting

Sort the following word problems into different categories (e.g. addition, subtraction, multiplication, division).

1. Tom has 5 pencils in his pencil case. He gives 2 to his friend. How many pencils does Tom have left?
2. A book costs $15. If you have a 10% discount coupon, how much will you pay for the book?
3. A bakery sells 250 loaves of bread per day. If they make a profit of $0.50 per loaf, how much profit do

they make in a day?

Real-Life Scenarios

Examples of real-life scenarios that involve word problems include:

Shopping: calculating the cost of items, finding discounts, and making change
Cooking: measuring ingredients, converting units, and scaling recipes
Traveling: calculating distances, times, and costs



Activity 2: Real-Life Scenario Mapping

Create a visual representation of a real-life scenario that involves a word problem.

For example, if you were planning a birthday party, how would you calculate the cost of the party?

Mathematical Operations

Introduction to basic mathematical operations (e.g. addition, subtraction, multiplication, division)

Examples of how to use mathematical operations to solve word problems include:

Addition: Tom has 5 pencils in his pencil case. He adds 2 more pencils. How many pencils does Tom
have now?
Subtraction: A book costs $15. If you have a 10% discount coupon, how much will you pay for the
book?
Multiplication: A bakery sells 250 loaves of bread per day. If they make a profit of $0.50 per loaf, how
much profit do they make in a day?



Activity 3: Word Problem Solving

Solve the following word problems using basic mathematical operations.

1. Sarah has 12 crayons in her box. She adds 4 more crayons. How many crayons does Sarah have
now?

2. A toy car costs $20. If you have a 20% discount coupon, how much will you pay for the toy car?
3. A group of friends want to share some candy equally. If they have 48 pieces of candy and there are 8

friends, how many pieces of candy will each friend get?

Word Problem Creation

How to create your own word problems using real-life scenarios

Examples of word problems created by students include:

If you were planning a trip to the park, how would you calculate the cost of the trip?
If you were cooking a meal for your family, how would you calculate the cost of the ingredients?
If you were shopping for a new bike, how would you calculate the cost of the bike and any
accessories?



Activity 4: Create Your Own Word Problem

Create your own word problem using a real-life scenario.

For example, if you were planning a birthday party, how would you calculate the cost of the party?

Word Problem Games

Introduction to word problem games (e.g. word problem bingo, word problem scavenger hunt)

Examples of how to play word problem games include:

Word problem bingo: create bingo cards with word problems and have students play a game of
bingo to solve the problems
Word problem scavenger hunt: create a list of word problems and have students find and solve the
problems around the classroom or school



Activity 5: Word Problem Bingo

Play a game of word problem bingo using the following word problems.

1. Tom has 5 pencils in his pencil case. He gives 2 to his friend. How many pencils does Tom have left?
2. A book costs $15. If you have a 10% discount coupon, how much will you pay for the book?
3. A bakery sells 250 loaves of bread per day. If they make a profit of $0.50 per loaf, how much profit do

they make in a day?

Word Problem Puzzles

Introduction to word problem puzzles (e.g. word searches, crosswords)

Examples of how to solve word problem puzzles include:

Word searches: find and circle the words related to word problems in a word search puzzle
Crosswords: fill in the answers to word problems in a crossword puzzle



Activity 6: Word Search

Complete the following word search using vocabulary related to word problems.

Word Problem Challenges

Introduction to word problem challenges (e.g. multi-step word problems, word problems with fractions and
decimals)

Examples of how to solve word problem challenges include:

Multi-step word problems: break down the problem into smaller steps and solve each step
Word problems with fractions and decimals: use fractions and decimals to solve the problem



Activity 7: Multi-Step Word Problem

Solve the following multi-step word problem.

Tom has 5 pencils in his pencil case. He gives 2 to his friend. Then, he buys 3 more pencils. How many
pencils does Tom have now?

Word Problem Reflection

Reflection questions to help you think about your learning

Examples of reflection questions include:

What did you find challenging about solving word problems?
What did you enjoy about solving word problems?
What do you think you need to work on to improve your problem-solving skills?



Activity 8: Reflection

Reflect on what you have learned about solving simple word problems with real-life scenarios.

What did you find challenging? What did you enjoy?

Word Problem Resources

List of resources for further learning (e.g. websites, books, games)

Examples of resources include:

Websites: Khan Academy, Mathway, IXL
Books: "The Math Book" by Clifford A. Pickover, "Math Doesn't Suck" by Danica McKellar
Games: Math Bingo, Math Scavenger Hunt, 24 Game



Conclusion

Summary of what you have learned

Congratulations! You have completed the worksheet on solving simple word problems with real-life
scenarios.

We hope you have enjoyed this worksheet and have learned something new about solving word problems.

Remember to keep practicing and challenging yourself to become a master problem-solver.


