
Introduction to Ancient Egyptian Society and Social
Hierarchy

Lesson Overview

This lesson is designed to introduce 14-year-old students to the fascinating world of Ancient Egyptian
society and social hierarchy. By exploring the intricacies of their daily lives, cultural practices, and social
structure, students will gain a deeper understanding of how Ancient Egyptian society functioned and its
significance in history.

Lesson Objectives

To understand the social hierarchy of Ancient Egypt, including the pharaohs, nobles, priests, and
peasants
To explain the daily life and cultural practices of Ancient Egyptians
To analyze the historical significance of Ancient Egyptian society and its continued influence on
modern society



Introduction to Ancient Egyptian Society and Social
Hierarchy

Social Hierarchy

The social hierarchy of Ancient Egypt was divided into several classes, including the pharaohs, nobles,
priests, and peasants. The pharaohs were at the top of the social ladder, followed by the nobles and priests.
The peasants made up the largest class and were responsible for farming and other manual labor.

Pharaohs:

Head of state and government
Believed to be gods on earth
Responsible for maintaining order and
stability

Nobles:

Members of the royal family
High-ranking officials and advisors
Responsible for governing and
administering the kingdom
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Daily Life

Daily life in Ancient Egypt was centered around the Nile River and the agricultural cycle. The majority of the
population lived in rural areas and worked as farmers, growing crops such as wheat, barley, and flax. The
cities were centers of trade, commerce, and culture, and were home to the wealthy and powerful.

Food:

Bread and beer were staples of the Egyptian
diet
Vegetables, fruits, and nuts were also
common
Meat was a luxury only the wealthy could
afford

Clothing:

Loose-fitting linen garments were worn by
both men and women
Sandals and bare feet were common
Wealthy individuals wore more elaborate
and decorative clothing
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Historical Significance

Ancient Egyptian society has had a lasting impact on modern Western civilization. The Egyptians made
significant contributions to architecture, art, literature, and science, and their legacy can be seen in the many
monuments, temples, and artifacts that remain today.

Architecture:

The pyramids, temples, and tombs of
Ancient Egypt are some of the most
impressive architectural achievements in
history
The use of columns, obelisks, and other
architectural features has influenced
building design for centuries

Art:

Ancient Egyptian art is known for its realism
and attention to detail
The use of hieroglyphics and other forms of
symbolism has influenced art and literature
for centuries
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Conclusion

In conclusion, Ancient Egyptian society was a complex and fascinating civilization that has had a lasting
impact on modern Western society. By understanding the social hierarchy, daily life, and cultural practices
of the Ancient Egyptians, we can gain a deeper appreciation for the significance of this ancient civilization.
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Assessment

Formative assessment will be ongoing throughout the lesson, using strategies such as think-pair-share and
graphic organizers. Summative assessment will be in the form of a written essay or presentation, where
students will be asked to describe the social hierarchy of Ancient Egypt and explain its significance.
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Resources

The following resources will be used to support the lesson:

Whiteboard and markers
Graphic organizers
Primary sources, such as hieroglyphics and artifacts
Interactive whiteboard and educational software
Online resources, such as videos and articles
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Extension Activities

The following extension activities will be available to students who wish to explore the topic further:

Create a 3D model of an Ancient Egyptian monument, such as the Great Pyramid of Giza
Write a historical fiction story set in Ancient Egypt
Create a presentation about the daily life of Ancient Egyptians
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Homework

The following homework assignments will be given to students:

Complete a graphic organizer illustrating the social hierarchy of Ancient Egypt
Write a short essay describing the daily life and cultural practices of Ancient Egyptians
Research and present on a specific aspect of Ancient Egyptian society, such as mummification or
hieroglyphics
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Next Steps

The following lessons will build on the knowledge and skills gained in this lesson:

Lesson 2: Ancient Egyptian Daily Life
Lesson 3: Ancient Egyptian Beliefs and Practices
Lesson 4: Ancient Egyptian Legacy


