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1. Introduction

Welcome to the world of chickens! In this worksheet, we will explore the fascinating life cycle of a chicken and
learn about the different stages of development. From egg to adult, we will discover the amazing journey of a

chicken's life.



2. The Life Cycle of a Chicken

The life cycle of a chicken consists of several stages: egg, chick, pullet, and adult. Let's learn about each stage:

Egg: The egg is the first stage of a chicken's life cycle. It takes about 21 days for the egg to hatch.

Chick: After the egg hatches, the chick emerges. The chick is covered in soft, fluffy feathers and is
completely dependent on its mother for food and warmth.

Pullet: As the chick grows, it becomes a pullet. The pullet is a young female chicken that has not yet begun

to lay eggs.
Adult: After about 18-24 weeks, the pullet becomes an adult chicken. The adult chicken is fully grown and

can lay eggs.

Activity 1: Life Cycle Sequencing

Put the following stages of a chicken'’s life cycle in order:

1. Adult
2. Chick
3. Egg

4. Pullet



3. Chick Development

Chick development is a critical stage in the life cycle of a chicken. During this stage, the chick grows and
develops rapidly. Let's learn about the different stages of chick development:

e Day 1-3: The chick emerges from the egg and is covered in soft, fluffy feathers.
e Day 4-7: The chick begins to grow and develop its feathers, beak, and claws.
¢ Day 8-14: The chick continues to grow and develop its feathers, beak, and claws.

Activity 2: Chick Development Matching

Match the following stages of chick development with the correct description:

1. Day 1-3
2. Day 4-7
3. Day 8-14

The chick emerges from the egg and is covered in soft, fluffy feathers.
The chick begins to grow and develop its feathers, beak, and claws.
The chick continues to grow and develop its feathers, beak, and claws.



4. Chicken Behavior and Social Structure

Chickens are social animals and live in groups called flocks. Let's learn about chicken behavior and social
structure:

e Dominance hierarchy: Chickens establish a dominance hierarchy, with dominant birds leading subordinate
birds.

e Communication: Chickens communicate with each other through vocalizations, visual displays, and body
language.

Activity 3: Chicken Behavior and Social Structure

What is the term for the social hierarchy established by chickens?

¢ A) Dominance hierarchy
¢ B) Pecking order

¢ C) Flock structure

¢ D) Social group



5. Chicken Health and Nutrition

Chickens require a balanced diet to stay healthy. Let's learn about chicken health and nutrition:

¢ Nutrition: Chickens require a diet rich in protein, carbohydrates, and vitamins.
¢ Health: Chickens are susceptible to various diseases and health problems, such as respiratory infections
and parasites.

Activity 4: Chicken Health and Nutrition

What is the most important nutrient for chicken health?

A) Protein

B) Carbohydrates
C) Vitamins

D) Minerals



6. Activities and Questions

Here are some additional activities and questions to help you learn more about the life cycle of a chicken and
chick development:

e Draw a diagram of the life cycle of a chicken.
e Write a short essay about the importance of chicken health and nutrition.
 Create a list of fun facts about chickens.



7. Conclusion

In conclusion, the life cycle of a chicken and chick development is a fascinating and complex process. From egg
to adult, we have learned about the different stages of development and the importance of chicken health and
nutrition.



8. Glossary

Here are some key terms related to the life cycle of a chicken and chick development:

e Egg: The first stage of a chicken's life cycle.

¢ Chick: A young chicken that has just hatched from an egg.

e Pullet: A young female chicken that has not yet begun to lay eggs.
e Adult: A fully grown chicken that can lay eggs.



9. References

Here are some references used in this worksheet:

¢ National Geographic: Chickens
e USDA: Chicken Health and Nutrition



10. Answer Key

Here are the answers to the activities and questions:

e Activity 1: Life Cycle Sequencing
1. Egg
2. Chick
3. Pullet
4. Adult
e Activity 2: Chick Development Matching
1. Day 1-3: The chick emerges from the egg and is covered in soft, fluffy feathers.
2. Day 4-7: The chick begins to grow and develop its feathers, beak, and claws.
3. Day 8-14: The chick continues to grow and develop its feathers, beak, and claws.
¢ Activity 3: Chicken Behavior and Social Structure
o A) Dominance hierarchy
¢ Activity 4: Chicken Health and Nutrition
o A) Protein



