
Introduction to Stalin's Economic Policies and the First
Five-Year Plan

Introduction (10 minutes)

Welcome to this interactive worksheet on Stalin's Economic Policies and the First Five-Year Plan. This
worksheet is designed to help you understand the key concepts and events surrounding Stalin's economic
policies and the First Five-Year Plan.

Stalin's rise to power was a gradual process that began in 1922 when he became General Secretary of the
Communist Party. Over the next several years, Stalin consolidated his power, eliminating opposition and
establishing himself as the dominant figure in the Soviet Union.

Activity 1: Timeline (15 minutes)

Create a timeline of the major events related to Stalin's rise to power and the implementation of the First Five-
Year Plan. Use the following dates and events to guide your timeline:

1922: Stalin becomes General Secretary of the Communist Party
1928: The First Five-Year Plan is launched
1932: The collectivization of agriculture is implemented
1934: The Soviet Union experiences a devastating famine
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Stalin's Rise to Power (20 minutes)

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Stalin's rise to power was a gradual process that began in 1922 when he became General Secretary of the
Communist Party. Over the next several years, Stalin consolidated his power, eliminating opposition and
establishing himself as the dominant figure in the Soviet Union.

1. What position did Stalin hold in 1922?
2. How did Stalin consolidate his power in the Soviet Union?

Activity 2: Primary Source Analysis (20 minutes)

Read the following excerpt from Stalin's speech on the implementation of the First Five-Year Plan:

"The Five-Year Plan is a plan for the transformation of our country from an agrarian country
into an industrial country... We must become an industrial country, or we will be thrown out of
the ranks of independent countries."

1. What is the main goal of the First Five-Year Plan, according to Stalin?
2. What is the consequence of not achieving this goal, according to Stalin?
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The First Five-Year Plan (25 minutes)

The First Five-Year Plan was a comprehensive plan for the development of the Soviet economy. The plan
aimed to rapidly industrialize the Soviet Union, with a focus on heavy industry, such as steel and coal
production.

The plan was implemented in 1928 and was designed to transform the Soviet Union into a modern,
industrialized nation. The plan set ambitious targets for the production of steel, coal, and other key
industries, and it also aimed to improve the standard of living for Soviet citizens.

1. What was the main focus of the First Five-Year Plan?
2. What were the expected outcomes of the plan?

Activity 3: Graph Analysis (20 minutes)

Analyze the following graph, which shows the growth of Soviet industrial production during the First Five-Year
Plan:

Year Industrial Production (in millions of rubles)

1928 10

1929 12

1930 15

1931 18

1932 20

1. What is the trend shown in the graph?
2. What does the graph suggest about the effectiveness of the First Five-Year Plan?
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Collectivization of Agriculture (25 minutes)

The collectivization of agriculture was a key component of Stalin's economic policies. The policy aimed to
transform individual farms into large-scale collective farms.

The collectivization of agriculture was implemented in 1932 and was designed to improve agricultural
productivity and increase food production. However, the policy had significant human costs, including the
forced relocation of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

1. What was the main goal of the collectivization of agriculture?
2. How did the policy affect Soviet farmers?

Activity 4: Debate (25 minutes)

Debate the following topic:

"The collectivization of agriculture was a necessary step towards the modernization of the Soviet
economy."
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Human Costs of Industrialization (25 minutes)

The rapid industrialization of the Soviet Union under Stalin's rule had significant human costs, including the
forced relocation of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

The human costs of industrialization were severe, with millions of people forced to relocate to urban areas
and work in harsh conditions. The Soviet government also suppressed opposition to its policies, using
forced labor camps and other forms of repression.

1. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?
2. How did the Soviet government respond to opposition to its policies?

Activity 5: Case Study (25 minutes)

Read the following case study:

The city of Magnitogorsk was built during the First Five-Year Plan as a symbol of Soviet industrialization.
The city was designed to be a model of socialist planning, with a focus on heavy industry and collective
living.

1. What was the purpose of building the city of Magnitogorsk?
2. How did the city reflect the values of socialist planning?
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Evaluation of Stalin's Economic Policies (25 minutes)

Evaluate the effectiveness of Stalin's economic policies, considering both the successes and failures of the
First Five-Year Plan.

Stalin's economic policies had both successes and failures. The First Five-Year Plan was successful in
rapidly industrializing the Soviet Union, but it had significant human costs, including the forced relocation
of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

1. What were the main successes of the First Five-Year Plan?
2. What were the main failures of the plan?

Activity 6: Reflection (20 minutes)

Reflect on what you have learned about Stalin's economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan. Consider the
following questions:

1. What were the key factors that contributed to Stalin's rise to power?
2. How did the First Five-Year Plan reflect the values of socialist planning?
3. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?
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Comparative Analysis (25 minutes)

Compare and contrast the economic systems of the Soviet Union and the United States during the 1930s.

The Soviet Union and the United States had different economic systems during the 1930s. The Soviet
Union had a planned economy, while the United States had a market economy.

1. What were the main differences between the two economic systems?
2. How did the two systems respond to the challenges of the Great Depression?

Activity 7: Research (30 minutes)

Research and write a short essay on the following topic:

"The impact of Stalin's economic policies on the Soviet Union's relationships with other countries."
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Conclusion (20 minutes)

In conclusion, Stalin's economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan had a profound impact on the Soviet
Union and its people.

The plan aimed to rapidly industrialize the Soviet Union, but it had significant human costs, including the
forced relocation of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

1. What were the main goals of Stalin's economic policies?
2. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?

Activity 8: Quiz (20 minutes)

Take the following quiz to test your knowledge of Stalin's economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan:

1. What was the main focus of the First Five-Year Plan?
2. What was the consequence of not achieving the goals of the plan, according to Stalin?
3. What was the main goal of the collectivization of agriculture?
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Extension Activity (30 minutes)

Create a multimedia presentation (e.g. video, podcast, or infographic) that explores the key aspects of Stalin's
economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan.

Final Reflection (20 minutes)

Reflect on what you have learned throughout this worksheet. Consider the following questions:

1. What were the key factors that contributed to Stalin's rise to power?
2. How did the First Five-Year Plan reflect the values of socialist planning?
3. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?

Copyright 2023 Planit Teachers. All rights reserved.



The Role of the Soviet Government in Implementing the First Five-Year Plan

The Soviet government played a crucial role in implementing the First Five-Year Plan. The government established a series of targets
and quotas for industrial production, and it invested heavily in the development of new industries and infrastructure. The government
also implemented a series of policies aimed at increasing agricultural production, including the collectivization of agriculture.

Example: The Development of the Soviet Steel Industry

The Soviet steel industry was a key sector of the economy during the First Five-Year Plan. The government invested heavily in the
development of new steel mills and the expansion of existing ones. As a result, steel production increased dramatically, from 4
million tons in 1928 to 18 million tons in 1932.

The Impact of the First Five-Year Plan on Soviet Society

The First Five-Year Plan had a significant impact on Soviet society. The plan led to rapid industrialization and urbanization, as millions
of people moved from rural areas to cities to work in the new industries. The plan also led to significant improvements in living
standards, as the government invested in the development of new housing, healthcare, and education systems.

Case Study: The City of Magnitogorsk

The city of Magnitogorsk was built during the First Five-Year Plan as a model of socialist planning. The city was designed to be a self-
contained industrial complex, with its own steel mill, coal mine, and other industries. The city was also designed to provide a high
standard of living for its residents, with modern housing, healthcare, and education facilities.

The Challenges and Controversies of the First Five-Year Plan

The First Five-Year Plan was not without its challenges and controversies. The plan was implemented at a rapid pace, which led to
significant disruptions to the economy and society. The plan also led to significant human costs, as millions of people were forced to
relocate to new areas and work in difficult conditions.

Example: The Famine of 1932-33

The famine of 1932-33 was a devastating consequence of the First Five-Year Plan. The plan's focus on industrialization led to a
shortage of food, particularly in rural areas. The famine resulted in the deaths of millions of people, and it had a lasting impact on
Soviet society.

The Legacy of the First Five-Year Plan

The First Five-Year Plan had a lasting impact on the Soviet Union and its people. The plan helped to establish the Soviet Union as a
major industrial power, and it laid the foundation for the country's future economic growth. However, the plan also had significant
human costs, and it contributed to the repression and authoritarianism of the Soviet regime.

Case Study: The Soviet Union's Economic Growth

The Soviet Union's economic growth during the 1930s was rapid and impressive. The country's industrial production increased by
over 50% during the decade, and its agricultural production increased by over 20%. The Soviet Union also became a major producer of
oil, coal, and other natural resources.

Conclusion

In conclusion, the First Five-Year Plan was a significant event in Soviet history. The plan helped to establish the Soviet Union as a
major industrial power, but it also had significant human costs. The plan's legacy can still be seen today, in the modern Russian
economy and society.

Example: The Modern Russian Economy

The modern Russian economy is still influenced by the legacy of the First Five-Year Plan. The country remains a major producer of oil,
coal, and other natural resources, and its industrial sector is still a significant contributor to the economy. However, the country has
also faced significant challenges, including corruption, inequality, and environmental degradation.

Further Reading

For further reading on the First Five-Year Plan and its impact on Soviet society, see the following sources:

Stalin, J. (1931). The Five-Year Plan. Moscow: Soviet Government Publishing House.
Conquest, R. (1986). The Harvest of Sorrow: Soviet Collectivization and the Terror-Famine. Oxford: Oxford University Press.
Figes, O. (2007). The Whisperers: Private Life in Stalin's Russia. London: Allen Lane.
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Glossary

The following terms are used in this document:

Collectivization: The process of consolidating individual farms into large-scale collective farms.
Five-Year Plan: A series of plans implemented by the Soviet government to rapidly industrialize the economy.
Industrialization: The process of developing industries and manufacturing in a country.
Socialist planning: A system of economic planning in which the government plays a significant role in directing the economy.
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policies and the First Five-Year Plan.
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Create a timeline of the major events related to Stalin's rise to power and the implementation of the First Five-
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Stalin's Rise to Power (20 minutes)

Read the following passage and answer the questions that follow:

Stalin's rise to power was a gradual process that began in 1922 when he became General Secretary of the
Communist Party. Over the next several years, Stalin consolidated his power, eliminating opposition and
establishing himself as the dominant figure in the Soviet Union.

1. What position did Stalin hold in 1922?
2. How did Stalin consolidate his power in the Soviet Union?

Activity 2: Primary Source Analysis (20 minutes)

Read the following excerpt from Stalin's speech on the implementation of the First Five-Year Plan:

"The Five-Year Plan is a plan for the transformation of our country from an agrarian country
into an industrial country... We must become an industrial country, or we will be thrown out of
the ranks of independent countries."

1. What is the main goal of the First Five-Year Plan, according to Stalin?
2. What is the consequence of not achieving this goal, according to Stalin?
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The First Five-Year Plan (25 minutes)

The First Five-Year Plan was a comprehensive plan for the development of the Soviet economy. The plan
aimed to rapidly industrialize the Soviet Union, with a focus on heavy industry, such as steel and coal
production.

The plan was implemented in 1928 and was designed to transform the Soviet Union into a modern,
industrialized nation. The plan set ambitious targets for the production of steel, coal, and other key
industries, and it also aimed to improve the standard of living for Soviet citizens.

1. What was the main focus of the First Five-Year Plan?
2. What were the expected outcomes of the plan?

Activity 3: Graph Analysis (20 minutes)

Analyze the following graph, which shows the growth of Soviet industrial production during the First Five-Year
Plan:

Year Industrial Production (in millions of rubles)

1928 10

1929 12

1930 15

1931 18

1932 20

1. What is the trend shown in the graph?
2. What does the graph suggest about the effectiveness of the First Five-Year Plan?
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Collectivization of Agriculture (25 minutes)

The collectivization of agriculture was a key component of Stalin's economic policies. The policy aimed to
transform individual farms into large-scale collective farms.

The collectivization of agriculture was implemented in 1932 and was designed to improve agricultural
productivity and increase food production. However, the policy had significant human costs, including the
forced relocation of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

1. What was the main goal of the collectivization of agriculture?
2. How did the policy affect Soviet farmers?

Activity 4: Debate (25 minutes)

Debate the following topic:

"The collectivization of agriculture was a necessary step towards the modernization of the Soviet
economy."
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Human Costs of Industrialization (25 minutes)

The rapid industrialization of the Soviet Union under Stalin's rule had significant human costs, including the
forced relocation of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

The human costs of industrialization were severe, with millions of people forced to relocate to urban areas
and work in harsh conditions. The Soviet government also suppressed opposition to its policies, using
forced labor camps and other forms of repression.

1. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?
2. How did the Soviet government respond to opposition to its policies?

Activity 5: Case Study (25 minutes)

Read the following case study:

The city of Magnitogorsk was built during the First Five-Year Plan as a symbol of Soviet industrialization.
The city was designed to be a model of socialist planning, with a focus on heavy industry and collective
living.

1. What was the purpose of building the city of Magnitogorsk?
2. How did the city reflect the values of socialist planning?
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Evaluation of Stalin's Economic Policies (25 minutes)

Evaluate the effectiveness of Stalin's economic policies, considering both the successes and failures of the
First Five-Year Plan.

Stalin's economic policies had both successes and failures. The First Five-Year Plan was successful in
rapidly industrializing the Soviet Union, but it had significant human costs, including the forced relocation
of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

1. What were the main successes of the First Five-Year Plan?
2. What were the main failures of the plan?

Activity 6: Reflection (20 minutes)

Reflect on what you have learned about Stalin's economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan. Consider the
following questions:

1. What were the key factors that contributed to Stalin's rise to power?
2. How did the First Five-Year Plan reflect the values of socialist planning?
3. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?
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Comparative Analysis (25 minutes)

Compare and contrast the economic systems of the Soviet Union and the United States during the 1930s.

The Soviet Union and the United States had different economic systems during the 1930s. The Soviet
Union had a planned economy, while the United States had a market economy.

1. What were the main differences between the two economic systems?
2. How did the two systems respond to the challenges of the Great Depression?

Activity 7: Research (30 minutes)

Research and write a short essay on the following topic:

"The impact of Stalin's economic policies on the Soviet Union's relationships with other countries."
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Conclusion (20 minutes)

In conclusion, Stalin's economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan had a profound impact on the Soviet
Union and its people.

The plan aimed to rapidly industrialize the Soviet Union, but it had significant human costs, including the
forced relocation of millions of people and the suppression of opposition.

1. What were the main goals of Stalin's economic policies?
2. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?

Activity 8: Quiz (20 minutes)

Take the following quiz to test your knowledge of Stalin's economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan:

1. What was the main focus of the First Five-Year Plan?
2. What was the consequence of not achieving the goals of the plan, according to Stalin?
3. What was the main goal of the collectivization of agriculture?
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Extension Activity (30 minutes)

Create a multimedia presentation (e.g. video, podcast, or infographic) that explores the key aspects of Stalin's
economic policies and the First Five-Year Plan.

Final Reflection (20 minutes)

Reflect on what you have learned throughout this worksheet. Consider the following questions:

1. What were the key factors that contributed to Stalin's rise to power?
2. How did the First Five-Year Plan reflect the values of socialist planning?
3. What were the human costs of industrialization in the Soviet Union?
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