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Narrative Writing with Developed Characters

Student Name:

Class:

Due Date:

Introduction to Narrative Writing

Welcome to this comprehensive homework assignment on narrative writing with developed characters! In this activity,
you will delve into the world of character development, learning how to create believable characters with distinct traits
and motivations. By the end of this assignment, you will be able to analyze character development, identify key character
traits, and create your own character profiles.

Essential Understanding:

Character development principles
Character traits and motivations
Conflict and plot progression
Theme and character contribution

Reading and Analysis
Step 1: Read and Understand

Read the selected narrative text provided by your teacher or chosen from the list. As you read, pay attention to the main
characters and their traits, motivations, and how these elements contribute to the plot and theme.

1. Identify the main characters in the text and analyze their traits, motivations, and conflicts.
2. Use the following questions to guide your analysis:

What are the character's physical and personality traits?

What motivates the character throughout the story?

How do the character's traits and motivations contribute to the plot and theme?
What conflicts does the character face, and how do they resolve them?
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Step 2: Analyze Characters
Create a character profile for one of the main characters in the text. Include the following sections:
¢ Physical Description: A detailed description of the character's physical appearance.
e Personality Traits: A list of adjectives that describe the character's personality, along with examples from the text
that support these traits.

e Motivations: The character's goals and what drives them throughout the story.
¢ Conflict: How the character conflicts with other characters or internal conflicts they face.

Example Character Profile

| Section | Description |
oo ||
| Physical Description | Tall, brown hair, blue eyes |

| Personality Traits | Brave, loyal, determined (e.g., "She stood up to the bully without hesitation.") |



| Motivations | To protect her family and friends |

| Conflict | Internal conflict: struggles with self-doubt; external conflict: faces opposition from the villain |
Reflection and Creative Writing

Reflection

Write a short reflection (about 100-150 words) on what you learned about character development from reading the text
and creating the character profile. Discuss how understanding character traits and motivations can help in writing
engaging narratives.

Creative Writing

Write a short narrative (about 200-250 words) that includes a character with distinct traits and motivations. Ensure that
your character's actions and dialogue reflect their personality and drive the plot forward.

Peer Review and Extension Activities
Peer Review
Exchange your narrative with a classmate and provide feedback on character development using the following criteria:

e Are the character's traits consistent throughout the story?
e Are the character's motivations clear and believable?
e How does the character contribute to the plot and theme?

Extension Activities
1. Activity 1: Character Dialogue

Write a dialogue between two characters from your narrative that showcases their personalities and relationships.
Pay close attention to how dialogue can reveal character traits and motivations.

2. Activity 2: Character Evolution

Imagine your character at a different point in their life (either before or after the events of your narrative). Write a
character profile for this version of your character, exploring how their traits and motivations may have changed
over time.

Conclusion and Success Criteria

Congratulations on completing this comprehensive homework assignment on narrative writing with developed
characters! You have learned how to analyze character development, identify key character traits, and create your own
character profiles. Remember to apply these skills to your future writing assignments and to always strive to create
believable characters with distinct traits and motivations.

Success Criteria:

Submit a completed character profile with all required sections filled out thoughtfully.

Write a reflective piece that demonstrates understanding of character development and its importance in narrative
writing.

Complete the creative writing task with a focus on showcasing well-developed characters.

Participate in peer review and provide constructive feedback.

Parent/Guardian Notes
Supporting Your Child

e Encourage your child to read a variety of narratives to see how different authors develop characters.
¢ Discuss with your child how characters in stories relate to real-life people and their motivations.
e Help your child manage their time effectively to complete the assignment within the estimated 30-40 minutes.

Resources

¢ A list of recommended narrative texts for analysis will be provided by the teacher.



e Character development worksheets and peer review guidelines will be distributed in class or made available online.

Advanced Concepts in Character Development

As you delve deeper into the world of narrative writing, it's essential to understand advanced concepts in character
development. This includes exploring character arcs, subtext, and the role of dialogue in revealing character traits. A
character arc refers to the transformation or growth a character undergoes throughout the story, which can be either
positive, negative, or a combination of both. Subtext, on the other hand, is the underlying emotion or meaning behind a
character's words or actions, which can add depth and complexity to your narrative.

Example of Character Arc

Consider a protagonist who begins as an introverted and shy individual but, through their journey, becomes more
confident and outgoing. This transformation is an example of a positive character arc, where the character grows and
changes in a meaningful way.

Case Study: Exploring Subtext

In a scene where two characters are discussing a mundane topic, but the underlying tension between them is palpable, the
subtext is the unspoken emotions or conflicts that are not directly addressed. This can be achieved through dialogue,
body language, and other narrative devices, adding layers to your story and engaging your readers on a deeper level.

The Role of Setting in Narrative Writing

Setting is a crucial element in narrative writing, as it provides the backdrop against which your story unfolds. It can
influence character development, plot progression, and the overall mood of your narrative. Effective use of setting can
transport your readers to different times and places, making your story more immersive and engaging.

Example of Setting Influence
Imagine a story set in a dystopian future, where the harsh environment and societal conditions shape the characters'

personalities, motivations, and actions. The setting in this case plays a significant role in driving the plot and character
development, creating a unique and captivating narrative.

Case Study: Using Setting to Establish Mood

Consider a scene set in an abandoned, rainy city street at night. The description of the setting can create a somber, eerie
mood, foreshadowing events or reflecting the characters' emotional states. This demonstrates how setting can be used to
establish the tone and atmosphere of your story, drawing your readers into the world you've created.

Plot Structure and Pacing

Understanding plot structure and pacing is vital for crafting a compelling narrative. The traditional plot structure includes
exposition, rising action, climax, falling action, and resolution. Pacing refers to the speed at which your story unfolds,
with well-timed increases and decreases in tension and action keeping your readers engaged.

Example of Plot Structure

A story about a hero's quest can follow the traditional plot structure: the exposition introduces the hero and their world,
the rising action builds towards the climax as the hero faces challenges, the climax is the turning point where the hero
confronts their greatest challenge, the falling action deals with the aftermath, and the resolution concludes the story with
a new equilibrium.

Case Study: Managing Pacing

Consider a thriller where the pacing is fast, with quick cuts between scenes and minimal description to keep the tension
high. In contrast, a character-driven novel might have a slower pace, focusing on the characters' inner journeys and



emotional growth. Effective pacing is crucial for matching the tone and genre of your story, ensuring that your narrative
remains engaging and satisfying for your readers.

Theme and Symbolism in Narrative Writing

Theme and symbolism are powerful tools in narrative writing, allowing you to convey deeper meanings and messages
beneath the surface of your story. A theme is the underlying idea or message that emerges from the plot and characters,
while symbolism involves using objects, colors, or other elements to represent abstract ideas or concepts.

Example of Theme
A story about friendship and sacrifice might explore the theme of loyalty, showing how characters prioritize their

relationships and make sacrifices for one another. This theme can be developed through the plot, character interactions,
and the consequences of their actions.

Case Study: Using Symbolism
Consider a novel where a character's journey is symbolized by their progression through a forest, with different areas of

the forest representing different stages of their emotional or psychological state. This use of symbolism adds depth and
layers to the narrative, inviting readers to interpret the story on multiple levels.

Revision and Editing

Once you've completed your first draft, the process of revision and editing begins. Revision involves making significant
changes to the structure, characters, or plot of your story, while editing focuses on refining the language, grammar, and
punctuation to ensure clarity and coherence.

Example of Revision

During revision, you might decide to change the protagonist's motivation or add a new plot twist, which would require
adjustments throughout the manuscript to ensure consistency and flow.

Case Study: Editing for Clarity

Consider a scene where the original draft has confusing dialogue tags or unclear action sequences. Editing would involve
simplifying the language, ensuring that each character's voice is distinct, and making the action easy to follow, thereby
enhancing the reader's experience.

Publishing and Sharing Your Work

After revising and editing your work, you're ready to share it with the world. This could involve submitting your
manuscript to publishers, self-publishing, or sharing your work online through blogs or writing communities. Each path
has its advantages and challenges, and understanding these can help you make informed decisions about how to proceed.

Example of Self-Publishing

Self-publishing allows you to maintain creative control and potentially higher royalty rates, but it also means you'll be
responsible for editing, formatting, cover design, and marketing. Platforms like Amazon Kindle Direct Publishing or
Smashwords can make the process more accessible.

Case Study: Traditional Publishing

Traditional publishing involves submitting your manuscript to literary agents or publishers, who will handle editing,
production, and distribution. This route can offer professional editing, marketing, and distribution, but it often involves a
longer timeline and less control over the final product.

Conclusion and Next Steps



Congratulations on completing this comprehensive guide to narrative writing! By now, you've learned about character
development, plot structure, setting, theme, and the process of writing, revising, and publishing your work. Remember,
writing is a journey, and continuous learning and practice are key to improving your craft.

Example of Continuous Learning
Engage with the writing community by attending workshops, joining writing groups, or participating in online forums.

Reading widely in your genre and analyzing what makes stories successful can also provide valuable insights and
inspiration for your own writing.

Case Study: Setting Writing Goals

Set realistic writing goals for yourself, whether it's to write a certain number of words each day, complete a draft within a
specific timeframe, or publish a piece of work. Having goals can help you stay motivated and focused on your writing
journey.
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Step 2: Analyze Characters
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Physical Description: A detailed description of the character's physical appearance.

Personality Traits: A list of adjectives that describe the character's personality, along with examples from the text
that support these traits.

Motivations: The character's goals and what drives them throughout the story.

Conflict: How the character conflicts with other characters or internal conflicts they face.

Example Character Profile

| Section | Description |

oo o]

| Physical Description | Tall, brown hair, blue eyes |

| Personality Traits | Brave, loyal, determined (e.g., "She stood up to the bully without hesitation.") |
| Motivations | To protect her family and friends |

| Conflict | Internal conflict: struggles with self-doubt; external conflict: faces opposition from the villain |
Reflection and Creative Writing

Reflection

Write a short reflection (about 100-150 words) on what you learned about character development from reading the text
and creating the character profile. Discuss how understanding character traits and motivations can help in writing
engaging narratives.

Creative Writing

Write a short narrative (about 200-250 words) that includes a character with distinct traits and motivations. Ensure that
your character's actions and dialogue reflect their personality and drive the plot forward.

Peer Review and Extension Activities
Peer Review
Exchange your narrative with a classmate and provide feedback on character development using the following criteria:

e Are the character's traits consistent throughout the story?
e Are the character's motivations clear and believable?
e How does the character contribute to the plot and theme?

Extension Activities
1. Activity 1: Character Dialogue

Write a dialogue between two characters from your narrative that showcases their personalities and relationships.
Pay close attention to how dialogue can reveal character traits and motivations.

2. Activity 2: Character Evolution

Imagine your character at a different point in their life (either before or after the events of your narrative). Write a
character profile for this version of your character, exploring how their traits and motivations may have changed
over time.

Conclusion and Success Criteria

Congratulations on completing this comprehensive homework assignment on narrative writing with developed
characters! You have learned how to analyze character development, identify key character traits, and create your own
character profiles. Remember to apply these skills to your future writing assignments and to always strive to create
believable characters with distinct traits and motivations.

Success Criteria:



e Submit a completed character profile with all required sections filled out thoughtfully.
e Write a reflective piece that demonstrates understanding of character development and its importance in narrative
writing.
e Complete the creative writing task with a focus on showcasing well-developed characters.
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Supporting Your Child

¢ Encourage your child to read a variety of narratives to see how different authors develop characters.
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Well done on completing your homework children!



