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Topic: Introduction to Differentiated Instruction in the UK Primary School Curriculum
Grade Level: Primary School

Duration: 5-10 hours (can be split into multiple sessions)

Prior Knowledge Required: Basic understanding of teaching principles and practices
Key Vocabulary: Differentiated instruction, learning styles, mixed ability teaching
Standards Alignment: UK Primary School Curriculum

Learning Objectives:

¢ Understand the principles of differentiated instruction
¢ |dentify and cater to different learning styles
¢ Develop strategies for mixed ability teaching

v Whiteboard and markers v Printed or digital copies of the lesson plan v/ Access to online resources and multimedia materials

v Fraction cards and visual representation cards v/ Number line and calculators v/ Real-world scenario cards and worksheets

Introduction to Differentiated Instruction

"Welcome to our lesson on differentiated instruction. Today, we will explore the principles and practices of
teaching that cater to the diverse needs of our students."

[Write down key vocabulary related to differentiated instruction on the board]
[Expected responses: "What is differentiated instruction?", "How can we cater to different learning styles?"]

"To differentiate instruction, we need to understand the different learning styles of our students, such as
visual, auditory, and kinesthetic."

Understanding Learning Styles

"Let's explore the different learning styles and how we can cater to them in our teaching practice."

[Distribute learning style questionnaires to students]

[Expected responses: "I'm a visual learner”, "I'm an auditory learner']

"Understanding learning styles is crucial in differentiated instruction, as it helps us to tailor our teaching to
meet the diverse needs of our students.”




Mixed Ability Teaching

"Mixed ability teaching is an approach that involves teaching students of different abilities together in the
same classroom."

[Provide examples of mixed ability teaching strategies]
[Expected responses: "How can we support students with special needs?"’, "How can we challenge gifted students?']

"To differentiate instruction in a mixed ability classroom, we need to provide scaffolding for students who
need support and challenges for students who excel."

Fraction Lesson Plan

"Let's apply the principles of differentiated instruction to a lesson on fractions."

[Distribute fraction lesson plans to students]
[Expected responses: "How can we make this lesson more engaging?’, "How can we assess student understanding?']

"To extend this lesson, we can provide additional challenges for students who excel, such as creating their
own real-world fraction problems."

Assessment and Evaluation

"Assessment and evaluation are crucial in differentiated instruction, as they help us to understand student
progress and adjust our teaching accordingly.”

[Provide examples of assessment and evaluation strategies]

[Expected responses: "How can we use formative assessment to inform our teaching?’, "How can we use summative
assessment to evaluate student learning?"]

"To assess student understanding, we can use a variety of strategies, such as quizzes, class discussions,
and project-based assessments."




Conclusion and Reflection

"Let's reflect on what we have learned about differentiated instruction and how we can apply it in our teaching
practice."

[Distribute reflection questionnaires to students]
[Expected responses: "What did | learn about differentiated instruction?", "How can | apply this in my teaching practice?']

"Differentiated instruction is a powerful approach to teaching that can help us to cater to the diverse needs
of our students and promote student learning and achievement."

Appendix

"Here are some additional resources and materials to support your teaching practice."

[Distribute additional resources and materials to students]

[Expected responses: "What other resources can | use to support my teaching practice?’, "How can | share my own resources
with others?']

"To extend your learning, you can explore additional resources and materials on differentiated instruction
and share your own experiences and best practices with others."




Implementing Differentiated Instruction in the Classroom

To implement differentiated instruction in the classroom, teachers need to consider several factors, including
learning styles, prior knowledge, and learning goals. This can be achieved by using a variety of teaching
strategies, such as learning centers, technology integration, and project-based learning. Additionally, teachers
can use assessment data to inform their instruction and make adjustments as needed.

Example: Learning Centers

Learning centers are a great way to differentiate instruction in the classroom. Teachers can set up different
centers that cater to different learning styles, such as a reading center, a math center, and a science center.
Students can rotate through the centers, working at their own pace and level of difficulty.

Assessment and Evaluation in Differentiated Instruction

Assessment and evaluation are critical components of differentiated instruction. Teachers need to use a variety
of assessment strategies to determine student learning and understanding, including formative, summative, and
diagnostic assessments. This information can be used to inform instruction and make adjustments as needed.

Assessment Strategies:

e Formative assessments: quizzes, class discussions, observations
¢ Summative assessments: tests, projects, presentations
¢ Diagnostic assessments: pre-tests, surveys, interviews



Technology Integration in Differentiated Instruction

Technology can be a powerful tool in differentiated instruction, providing students with access to a wide range
of learning resources and opportunities. Teachers can use technology to provide personalized learning
experiences, such as online learning modules, educational games, and virtual field trips.

Case Study: Online Learning Modules

A teacher created online learning modules for her students, each tailored to their individual learning needs and
goals. The modules included interactive lessons, quizzes, and games, and allowed students to work at their own
pace and level of difficulty.

Collaboration and Communication in Differentiated Instruction

Collaboration and communication are essential components of differentiated instruction, as they allow teachers
to work together to plan and deliver instruction that meets the diverse needs of their students. Teachers can use
a variety of strategies to collaborate and communicate, including co-teaching, peer coaching, and professional
learning communities.

"Collaboration and communication are key to successful differentiated instruction. By working together, we
can ensure that all students receive the support and challenges they need to succeed."

[Provide examples of collaboration and communication strategies]

[Expected responses: "How can we use co-teaching to support student learning?", "How can we use peer coaching to improve
our teaching practice?']



Overcoming Challenges in Differentiated Instruction

Differentiated instruction can be challenging to implement, especially for teachers who are new to this
approach. Some common challenges include managing classroom time, providing sufficient support and
challenges, and assessing student learning. However, with the right strategies and support, teachers can
overcome these challenges and provide high-quality differentiated instruction to their students.

Tip: Start small and be patient. Differentiated instruction is a process that takes time and practice to develop.
Start with small changes to your teaching practice and gradually build up to more significant changes.

Conclusion and Reflection

In conclusion, differentiated instruction is a powerful approach to teaching that can help teachers provide high-
quality instruction to students with diverse learning needs. By understanding the principles and practices of
differentiated instruction, teachers can create learning environments that are supportive, challenging, and
engaging for all students.

Reflection Question: What are some ways you can apply the principles and practices of differentiated
instruction in your own teaching practice?



Appendix: Resources for Differentiated Instruction

The following resources provide additional information and support for teachers who are interested in learning
more about differentiated instruction.

Books:

e "The Differentiated Classroom" by Carol Ann Tomlinson
e "How to Differentiate Instruction in Mixed-Ability Classrooms” by Carol Ann Tomlinson

Websites:

o www.differentiatedinstruction.com
e www.edutopia.org

Glossary of Terms

The following glossary provides definitions for key terms related to differentiated instruction.

Differentiated Instruction: An approach to teaching that involves tailoring instruction to meet the diverse needs
of students. Learning Style: The way in which a student prefers to learn, such as visually, auditorily, or
kinesthetically. Prior Knowledge: The knowledge and experiences that students bring to the learning
environment.
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