
Exploring Diminutives: A Question Sheet for Grade 6
Students

Introduction to Diminutives

Read the following passage and answer the questions:

Diminutives are words that are formed by adding a suffix to a root word, indicating smallness or affection.
For example, the word "kitty" is a diminutive form of the word "cat". Diminutives are often used to convey a
sense of cuteness or endearment.

1. What is a diminutive, and how is it formed? ___________________________________________________
2. Provide an example of a diminutive word: _______________________
3. How do diminutives differ from regular words? _______________________

Diminutive Examples

Match the following words with their diminutive forms:

Word Diminutive Form

Cat _______________________

Book _______________________

Dog _______________________

House _______________________

Car _______________________
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Diminutive Formation

Complete the following sentences with the correct diminutive form:

1. The _______________________ (cat) was sleeping on my lap.
2. I read a _______________________ (book) about animals.
3. The _______________________ (dog) was barking loudly.
4. The _______________________ (house) was small and cozy.
5. I drove my _______________________ (car) to school.

Diminutive Usage

Read the following sentences and identify the diminutive words:

1. The baby kitten was playing with a ball of yarn.
2. I love reading booklets about my favorite authors.
3. The doggy was running around in the park.
4. The little house was perfect for a family of four.
5. The carnie was driving a tiny car.
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Diminutive Word Search

Find and circle the diminutive words in the following word search:

A E L M O R T C A T K I T T Y

O T A O S S I M R T C A R N I E

T E A R O F F S I D E B O O K L

E T A O I N U T R E E H O U S E

L E T T E R S T O N E S I D E C A

R T C A R S U P P E R M A R K E T

E V E N I N G S T A R T L Y C A T

                

Diminutive Sentence Writing

Write five sentences using the following diminutive words:

1. kitty
2. booklet
3. doggy
4. little
5. tiny
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Diminutive Storytelling

Write a short story (less than 250 words) that includes at least three diminutive words:

Diminutive Charades

Act out the following diminutive words without speaking:

1. kitty
2. doggy
3. little
4. tiny
5. booklet
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Diminutive Quiz

Choose the correct answer for each question:

1. What is the diminutive form of the word "cat"?
a) kitty
b) caty
c) cate
d) catie

2. Which of the following words is a diminutive?
a) big
b) small
c) little
d) tiny

Conclusion

Reflect on what you learned about diminutives in this question sheet. How can you apply your knowledge of
diminutives in your everyday life? Write a short paragraph (less than 100 words) to summarize your thoughts:
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Diminutive Forms in Different Languages

Diminutives are not unique to the English language. Many languages have their own ways of forming diminutives, often using suffixes
or prefixes to convey smallness or affection. For example, in Spanish, the suffix "-ito" or "-ita" is added to the end of a word to form a
diminutive, as in "perro" (dog) becoming "perrito" (little dog). In French, the suffix "-et" or "-ette" is used, as in "chien" (dog) becoming
"chienet" (little dog).

Example: Diminutives in Spanish

The following table shows some examples of diminutives in Spanish:

Word Diminutive Form

perro (dog) perrito (little dog)

casa (house) casita (little house)

coche (car) cochecito (little car)

Cultural Significance of Diminutives

Diminutives can have significant cultural and social implications. In some cultures, using diminutives can be a way of showing
affection or respect, while in others it can be seen as condescending or patronizing. For example, in some Latin American countries,
using diminutives when speaking to someone is a way of showing familiarity and friendship, while in other countries it may be seen
as overly familiar or even rude.

Case Study: Diminutives in Latin American Culture

In many Latin American countries, diminutives are used frequently in everyday conversation. For example, in Mexico, it is common to
use the suffix "-ito" or "-ita" to form diminutives, as in "hermanito" (little brother) or "hermanita" (little sister). This use of diminutives is
seen as a way of showing affection and familiarity, and is an important part of the cultural and social fabric of the region.

Diminutives in Literature and Poetry

Diminutives have been used in literature and poetry throughout history to convey a range of emotions and ideas. For example, in
Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet", the character of Juliet uses the diminutive form "my love" to refer to Romeo, emphasizing the
intensity of her feelings. In poetry, diminutives can be used to create a sense of intimacy and closeness, as in the poem "The Love
Song of J. Alfred Prufrock" by T.S. Eliot, where the speaker uses the diminutive form "my dear" to address the reader.

Example: Diminutives in Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet"

The following excerpt from Shakespeare's "Romeo and Juliet" shows Juliet using the diminutive form "my love" to refer to Romeo:

"O Romeo, Romeo, wherefore art thou Romeo?... My love, my love, my love, why dost thou not appear?"

Diminutives in Music and Art

Diminutives have also been used in music and art to convey emotions and ideas. For example, in music, the use of diminutives in
song titles or lyrics can create a sense of intimacy and closeness, as in the song "My Little Girl" by The Beatles. In art, diminutives can
be used to create a sense of scale or proportion, as in the paintings of the miniature artist, Willard Wigan, who creates intricate
sculptures that are smaller than a grain of rice.

Case Study: Diminutives in Music

The song "My Little Girl" by The Beatles is a example of how diminutives can be used in music to convey a sense of intimacy and
closeness. The use of the diminutive form "my little girl" in the song title and lyrics creates a sense of affection and familiarity, and is
a key element of the song's emotional impact.

Conclusion

In conclusion, diminutives are a powerful tool for conveying emotions and ideas in language. They can be used to create a sense of
intimacy and closeness, to show affection or respect, and to convey complex emotions and ideas. Whether in literature, poetry, music,
or art, diminutives play a significant role in shaping our understanding of the world and our place in it.
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Reflection

Take a moment to reflect on what you have learned about diminutives in this document. How can you apply your knowledge of
diminutives in your everyday life? What are some ways that you can use diminutives to convey emotions and ideas in your own
writing or conversation?

Glossary

The following glossary defines some key terms related to diminutives:

Diminutive: a word that is formed by adding a suffix or prefix to a root word, indicating smallness or affection.

Suffix: a letter or group of letters that is added to the end of a word to form a new word.

Prefix: a letter or group of letters that is added to the beginning of a word to form a new word.
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