Improving Reading Comprehension in ELL Students:
Strategies for Success

Introduction

As English Language Learners (ELLs) navigate the challenges of reading in a second
language, it is essential to provide them with targeted support and strategies to improve
their reading comprehension skills. This lesson plan is designed to support ELL students
in developing the skills and confidence they need to succeed in reading comprehension,
with a focus on ELL/ESL support strategies to cater to their unique needs and learning
styles.



Lesson Objectives

The objectives of this lesson plan are to enable students to:

« |dentify and define key vocabulary words related to reading comprehension.
e Summarize a short passage, identifying the main idea and supporting details.
e Apply reading comprehension strategies, such as making inferences and identifying

the author's purpose.
* Analyze a text, identifying the author's tone and point of view.

Example of a Reading Comprehension Strategy

One effective strategy for improving reading comprehension is the use of graphic organizers.
Graphic organizers are visual tools that help students organize and structure information, making it
easier for them to identify main ideas and supporting details.



Lesson Plan

The lesson plan will be divided into several sections, each with its own set of objectives and activities.

Minutes 1-5: Introduction and Hook

o The teacher will introduce the topic of reading comprehension and ask students to
share their thoughts and experiences with reading in English.

o The teacher will provide a hook to engage students, such as a thought-provoking
question or a visual prompt.

» The teacher will use ELL/ESL support strategies, such as simplified language and
visual aids, to support student understanding.

Minutes 6-10: Direct Instruction

o The teacher will provide direct instruction on the key components of reading
comprehension, including main ideas, supporting details, and vocabulary.

e The teacher will use a graphic organizer to illustrate the key components of reading
comprehension.

o Students will be encouraged to take notes and ask questions, with the teacher using
visual aids and simplified language to support ELL students.

Minutes 11-15: Guided Practice

» The teacher will provide guided practice opportunities for students to apply the
strategies and techniques learned during direct instruction.

o Students will work in pairs or small groups to read a selected text, using graphic
organizers to identify main ideas and supporting details.

o The teacher will circulate around the room to provide support and feedback, using
ELL/ESL support strategies such as scaffolding and prompting.

Minutes 16-20: Independent Practice

« Students will engage in independent practice, reading a selected text and applying
the strategies and techniques learned during the lesson.

o The teacher will provide opportunities for students to share their findings and
insights, using ELL/ESL support strategies such as visual aids and opportunities for
student interaction.

Minutes 21-25: Assessment and Feedback

o The teacher will assess student understanding and provide feedback, using a range
of assessment strategies such as quizzes, class discussions, and written
assignments.

» Students will receive feedback on their performance, with suggestions for
improvement and opportunities for reflection.

Minutes 26-30: Conclusion and Reflection

« The teacher will conclude the lesson by reviewing the key objectives and outcomes,
and asking students to reflect on what they have learned.

o Students will be encouraged to share their thoughts and ideas, using ELL/ESL
support strategies such as simplified language and opportunities for student
interaction.

o The teacher will provide a preview of future lessons and activities, creating a
cohesive and logical flow of instruction.



ELL/ESL Support Strategies

The following ELL/ESL support strategies will be used throughout the lesson:

« Visual aids, such as pictures, diagrams, and charts, will be used to support student
understanding and engagement.

e Graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams and concept maps, will be used to help
students organize their thoughts and ideas.

» Scaffolding techniques, such as providing sentence stems and visual aids, will be
used to support student learning and engagement.

e Opportunities for student interaction, such as pair and small group work, will be
provided to support student engagement and motivation.



Assessment and Evaluation

Student understanding will be assessed through a range of strategies, including:

» Quizzes and class discussions to assess student understanding of key concepts
and vocabulary.

o Written assignments and projects to assess student ability to apply reading
comprehension strategies.

» Observations of student participation and engagement during lessons.

Example of a Reading Comprehension Assessment

One example of a reading comprehension assessment is a quiz that asks students to identify the
main idea and supporting details of a reading passage. The quiz could include multiple-choice
questions, short-answer questions, and essay questions.



Conclusion

In conclusion, improving reading comprehension in ELL students requires a comprehensive approach
that incorporates ELL/ESL support strategies, cultural sensitivity, and differentiated instruction. By
using strategies such as visual aids, graphic organizers, and collaborative learning activities, teachers
can help ELL students build their reading comprehension skills and confidence.



Teaching Tips

The following teaching tips can be used to support ELL students in improving their reading
comprehension skills:

1. Using visual aids, such as pictures, diagrams, and charts, to support student
understanding and engagement.

2. Providing opportunities for student interaction, such as pair and small group work, to
support student engagement and motivation.

3. Using graphic organizers, such as Venn diagrams and concept maps, to help
students organize their thoughts and ideas.

4. Encouraging active reading strategies, such as summarizing, questioning, and
visualizing, to help students engage with texts and improve their comprehension.

5. Providing feedback and support, including opportunities to ask questions and
receive guidance, to help students build their reading comprehension skills and
confidence.



Reflection Questions

The following reflection questions can be used to support teachers in reflecting on their practice and
identifying areas for improvement:

1. What strategies have | used to support ELL students in improving their reading
comprehension skills, and how effective have they been?

2. How have | differentiated instruction to meet the diverse needs of my ELL students,
and what adjustments can | make to better support their learning?

3. What opportunities have | provided for ELL students to practice and apply reading
comprehension strategies, and how can | increase these opportunities in future
lessons?



Next Steps

The following next steps can be taken to support ELL students in improving their reading
comprehension skills:

1. Lesson 2: Vocabulary Building - In this lesson, students will learn strategies for
building vocabulary, including using context clues, prefixes and suffixes, and word
roots.

2. Lesson 3: Identifying Main Ideas and Supporting Details - In this lesson, students
will learn strategies for identifying main ideas and supporting details in a reading
passage.

3. Lesson 4: Making Inferences and Drawing Conclusions - In this lesson, students will
learn strategies for making inferences and drawing conclusions based on a reading
passage.



Appendix

The following appendix includes additional resources and materials to support teachers in
implementing the lesson plan:

o Graphic organizers and visual aids used in the lesson.

o Sample texts and reading passages used in the lesson.

e Assessment and evaluation tools used in the lesson.

o ELL/ESL support strategies and resources used in the lesson.



References

The following references were used in the development of this lesson plan:

» National Council of Teachers of English. (2019). Principles of Effective Reading
Instruction.

o TESOL International Association. (2020). TESOL Standards for English Language
Learners.



Glossary

The following glossary defines key terms used in the lesson plan:

ELL: English Language Learner.

ESL: English as a Second Language.

Graphic Organizer: A visual tool used to organize and structure information.
Scaffolding: Temporary support or guidance provided to students to help them
complete a task or achieve a goal.

¢ Visual Aid: A picture, diagram, or chart used to support student understanding and
engagement.
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Advanced Concepts

As students progress in their reading comprehension skills, it is essential to introduce advanced concepts that will challenge and
engage them. One such concept is the use of literary devices, such as metaphors, similes, and allusions. These devices can
add depth and complexity to a text, making it more interesting and thought-provoking for readers.

Example of Literary Devices

For example, in the novel "The Great Gatsby" by F. Scott Fitzgerald, the author uses the literary device of symbolism to
convey themes and ideas. The green light across the water, for instance, symbolizes the elusive American Dream, which is a
central theme of the novel.

Case Study: Teaching Literary Devices

A teacher can use a case study approach to teach literary devices, where students are given a text that
exemplifies a particular device, and they have to identify and analyze its use. For example, students can be
given a poem that uses metaphors, and they have to identify the metaphors and explain their meaning and
significance in the context of the poem.



Technology Integration

Technology can be a powerful tool in teaching reading comprehension, as it provides students with access to a wide range of
texts, resources, and interactive activities. Digital tools, such as online reading platforms, educational apps, and multimedia
resources, can enhance student engagement and motivation, while also providing teachers with opportunities to track student
progress and assess their understanding.

Example of Technology Integration

For example, a teacher can use an online reading platform to assign digital texts to students, which can be accessed on their
devices. The platform can also provide interactive activities, such as quizzes, games, and discussions, to enhance student
engagement and understanding.

Case Study: Using Digital Tools to Enhance Reading Comprehension

A case study can be used to examine the effectiveness of digital tools in enhancing reading comprehension. For
example, a study can be conducted to compare the reading comprehension skills of students who use digital
tools with those who do not, to determine the impact of technology on student learning outcomes.



Differentiated Instruction

Differentiated instruction is an approach to teaching that recognizes the diversity of students' learning needs, abilities, and
interests. In the context of reading comprehension, differentiated instruction involves providing students with different learning
pathways, activities, and assessments to cater to their individual needs and learning styles.

Example of Differentiated Instruction

For example, a teacher can provide students with different reading texts, such as fiction and nonfiction, to cater to their
interests and reading levels. The teacher can also provide different activities, such as reading aloud, reading silently, and
discussing in groups, to cater to different learning styles.

Case Study: Implementing Differentiated Instruction

A case study can be used to examine the implementation of differentiated instruction in a reading
comprehension classroom. For example, a study can be conducted to investigate the impact of differentiated
instruction on student motivation, engagement, and learning outcomes.



Assessment and Evaluation

Assessment and evaluation are critical components of teaching reading comprehension, as they provide teachers with
information about student learning outcomes and help to identify areas for improvement. A range of assessment strategies can
be used, including quizzes, tests, projects, and performances, to evaluate student understanding and application of reading
comprehension skills.

Example of Assessment Strategies

For example, a teacher can use a combination of quizzes and tests to assess student understanding of reading
comprehension skills, such as identifying main ideas, making inferences, and drawing conclusions. The teacher can also use
projects and performances, such as book reports and presentations, to assess student application of reading comprehension
skills.

Case Study: Using Assessment to Inform Instruction

A case study can be used to examine the use of assessment to inform instruction in a reading comprehension
classroom. For example, a study can be conducted to investigate how teachers use assessment data to adjust
their instruction and improve student learning outcomes.



Conclusion

In conclusion, teaching reading comprehension is a complex and multifaceted task that requires a range of strategies,
approaches, and techniques. By using a combination of explicit instruction, guided practice, and independent practice, teachers
can help students develop the skills and confidence they need to succeed in reading comprehension. Additionally, the use of
technology, differentiated instruction, and assessment can enhance student engagement, motivation, and learning outcomes.

Example of a Reading Comprehension Unit

For example, a teacher can design a reading comprehension unit that incorporates a range of strategies and approaches,
including explicit instruction, guided practice, and independent practice. The unit can also include technology integration,
differentiated instruction, and assessment to enhance student engagement and learning outcomes.

Case Study: Implementing a Reading Comprehension Unit

A case study can be used to examine the implementation of a reading comprehension unit in a classroom. For
example, a study can be conducted to investigate the impact of the unit on student learning outcomes,
motivation, and engagement.



Future Directions

Future research and practice in reading comprehension should focus on the development of innovative and effective strategies,
approaches, and techniques that cater to the diverse needs and abilities of students. Additionally, the use of technology,
differentiated instruction, and assessment should be explored further to enhance student engagement, motivation, and learning

outcomes.

Example of Future Directions

For example, future research can investigate the use of artificial intelligence and machine learning to develop personalized
reading comprehension instruction that caters to individual student needs and abilities. Additionally, the development of
virtual and augmented reality technologies can provide new opportunities for immersive and interactive reading
comprehension experiences.

Case Study: Exploring Future Directions

A case study can be used to examine the exploration of future directions in reading comprehension. For
example, a study can be conducted to investigate the impact of innovative technologies, such as virtual and
augmented reality, on student learning outcomes and engagement.



Appendix

The appendix includes additional resources and materials that can be used to support teaching and learning in reading
comprehension. These resources include worksheets, activities, and assessments that can be used to enhance student
engagement and learning outcomes.

Example of Appendix Resources

For example, the appendix can include worksheets that provide students with practice opportunities to develop their reading
comprehension skills, such as identifying main ideas, making inferences, and drawing conclusions. Additionally, the appendix
can include activities and assessments that cater to different learning styles and abilities, such as visual, auditory, and
kinesthetic learners.

Case Study: Using Appendix Resources

A case study can be used to examine the use of appendix resources in a reading comprehension classroom.
For example, a study can be conducted to investigate the impact of using appendix resources on student
learning outcomes and engagement.



References

The references include a list of sources that were used to develop the content of this document. These sources include
academic journals, books, and online resources that provide information and guidance on teaching and learning in reading
comprehension.

Example of References

For example, the references can include academic journals, such as the Journal of Reading Research and the Reading
Teacher, which provide research-based articles and studies on reading comprehension. Additionally, the references can
include books, such as "The Reading Comprehension Blueprint" and "Teaching Reading Comprehension", which provide
practical guidance and strategies for teaching reading comprehension.

Case Study: Using References

A case study can be used to examine the use of references in a reading comprehension classroom. For
example, a study can be conducted to investigate the impact of using references on student learning outcomes
and engagement.



Glossary

The glossary includes a list of key terms and definitions that are used in the context of reading comprehension. These terms and
definitions provide a common language and understanding for teachers, students, and parents to discuss and support reading
comprehension instruction.

Example of Glossary Terms

For example, the glossary can include terms, such as "reading comprehension", "literacy", and "fluency", which are defined
and explained in the context of reading instruction. Additionally, the glossary can include terms, such as "main idea",
"inference", and "conclusion", which are defined and explained in the context of reading comprehension skills.

Case Study: Using Glossary Terms

A case study can be used to examine the use of glossary terms in a reading comprehension classroom. For
example, a study can be conducted to investigate the impact of using glossary terms on student understanding
and application of reading comprehension skills.



Index

The index includes a list of key terms and concepts that are used in the context of reading comprehension. These terms and
concepts are organized alphabetically and provide a quick reference guide for teachers, students, and parents to locate specific
information and resources.

Example of Index Terms

For example, the index can include terms, such as "assessment", "differentiated instruction", and "technology integration"”,
which are defined and explained in the context of reading comprehension instruction. Additionally, the index can include
terms, such as "main idea", "inference", and "conclusion", which are defined and explained in the context of reading

comprehension skills.

Case Study: Using Index Terms

A case study can be used to examine the use of index terms in a reading comprehension classroom. For
example, a study can be conducted to investigate the impact of using index terms on student understanding and
application of reading comprehension skills.
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