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Introduction

The invention of writing is one of the most significant achievements in human history, and it is essential for
students to understand its impact on ancient civilizations, particularly in Sumeria. This lesson plan is
designed to introduce 10-year-old students to the fascinating world of ancient Sumeria, where the invention
of writing revolutionized the way people communicated, governed, and recorded their history.

Lesson Objectives

Students will be able to describe the origins of writing in ancient Sumeria.

Students will be able to explain the impact of writing on Sumerian society.

Students will be able to analyze the significance of writing in Sumerian literature and culture.
Students will be able to evaluate the importance of writing in modern society.
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Introduction and Hook

Begin the lesson by asking students to imagine a world without writing, where communication is limited to
oral traditions and memory. Ask students to share their thoughts and ideas about how people would record
information, tell stories, and pass down history without writing.

Introduction to Sumeria

Introduce the topic of the invention of writing and its significance in ancient Sumeria, using visual aids such
as maps, timelines, and images of Sumerian artifacts.
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Direct Instruction

Provide a brief overview of the history of writing, from pictograms to cuneiform, using examples of
Sumerian tablets and artifacts. Explain how writing enabled the Sumerians to develop complex systems of
governance, commerce, and literature, and highlight the significance of the Epic of Gilgamesh as one of the
earliest surviving works of literature.

Graphic Organizer

Use a graphic organizer to help students visualize the evolution of writing and its impact on Sumerian
society.
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Guided Practice

Divide students into small groups and provide each group with a set of Sumerian artifacts, such as replicas
of cuneiform tablets, seals, and sculptures. Ask each group to analyze their artifacts and create a short
presentation about the significance of writing in Sumerian society.

Group Discussion

Circulate around the groups to provide guidance and facilitate discussion, encouraging students to use
evidence from their artifacts to support their claims.
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Independent Practice

Provide students with a writing workshop activity, where they will create their own cuneiform tablets using
clay or play dough. Ask students to write a short message or story using cuneiform script, and encourage
them to decorate their tablets with Sumerian-inspired designs.

Immersive Atmosphere

As students work, play Sumerian music and display images of Sumerian artifacts to create an immersive
atmosphere.
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Closure and Assessment

Gather the students together and ask each group to present their findings from the artifact analysis activity.
Allow time for questions and discussion, and provide feedback on their presentations.

Worksheet Activity

Distribute a worksheet with guiding questions, such as "What were the main advantages of writing in
Sumerian society?" or "How did writing impact the development of literature in ancient Sumeria?" Ask
students to reflect on what they have learned and how they can apply it to their own lives.
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Conclusion and Extension

Conclude the lesson by summarizing the key points and asking students to share one thing they learned
about the invention of writing and its impact on Sumerian society. Provide opportunities for extension, such
as creating a Sumerian-inspired story or poem, or researching the influence of Sumerian writing on modern
languages.

Reflection and Next Steps

Encourage students to think critically about the significance of writing in their own lives and how it
continues to shape their daily experiences. Discuss next steps, such as exploring the development of
writing in other ancient civilizations or creating a Sumerian-inspired museum exhibit.
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Assessment and Evaluation

Evaluate student understanding through a written test, project presentation, or cuneiform tablet creation.
Use a rubric to assess student work, including criteria such as content knowledge, critical thinking, and
creativity.

Feedback and Reflection

Provide feedback to students on their work, highlighting strengths and areas for improvement. Ask students
to reflect on what they learned and how they can apply it to their own lives.
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Conclusion

Summarize the key takeaways from the lesson, including the significance of writing in Sumerian society and
its continued influence on modern society. Encourage students to think critically about the importance of
writing in their own lives and how it shapes their daily experiences.

Final Thoughts

Provide a final thought-provoking question, such as "What would our lives be like without writing?" to leave
students with a lasting impression of the significance of this groundbreaking innovation.
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Appendix

Include additional resources, such as a list of recommended books or websites, for students who want to
learn more about the invention of writing and its impact on Sumerian society.

Glossary

Provide a glossary of key terms, such as cuneiform, Sumeria, and pictogram, to help students understand
the vocabulary used in the lesson.
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Extension Activities

Include a list of extension activities, such as creating a Sumerian-inspired story or poem, or researching the
influence of Sumerian writing on modern languages, to provide students with opportunities for further
learning and exploration.

Conclusion

Summarize the key takeaways from the lesson and encourage students to continue exploring the
fascinating world of ancient Sumeria and the significance of writing in human history.
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Final Thoughts

Provide a final thought-provoking question, such as "How can we apply the lessons of Sumerian writing to
our own lives and communities?" to leave students with a lasting impression of the significance of this
groundbreaking innovation.

Conclusion

Conclude the lesson by summarizing the key points and encouraging students to continue exploring the
fascinating world of ancient Sumeria and the significance of writing in human history.



Advanced Concepts

As students delve deeper into the world of Sumerian writing, they can explore more advanced concepts, such as the evolution of
cuneiform script and its spread to other ancient civilizations. This can include an examination of the differences between pictograms,
logograms, and phonograms, as well as the development of syllabaries and alphabets.

Case Study: The Evolution of Cuneiform Script

The cuneiform script, which originated in ancient Sumeria, underwent significant changes over time, influenced by various cultures
and languages. Students can analyze the development of cuneiform script, from its early pictographic forms to its later, more
complex logographic and syllabic forms, and explore how it was adapted and modified by other civilizations, such as the Akkadians
and Babylonians.

Critical Thinking and Analysis

To foster critical thinking and analysis, students can engage in activities that encourage them to evaluate the significance of writing
in Sumerian society, such as debating the impact of writing on the development of literature, governance, and commerce. They can
also analyze primary sources, such as Sumerian tablets and inscriptions, to gain a deeper understanding of the historical context and
cultural significance of writing in ancient Sumeria.

Example: Analyzing Sumerian Tablets

Students can work in groups to analyze and interpret Sumerian tablets, using online resources and digital tools to examine the script,
language, and content. This can help them develop critical thinking skills, such as close reading, contextualization, and interpretation,
as well as an appreciation for the cultural and historical significance of these ancient artifacts.

Creative Expression and Application

To encourage creative expression and application, students can engage in activities that allow them to apply their knowledge of
Sumerian writing in innovative and imaginative ways, such as creating their own Sumerian-inspired stories, poems, or artworks. They
can also design and create their own cuneiform tablets, using clay or other materials, to practice their writing skills and explore the
tactile nature of Sumerian script.

Project: Creating a Sumerian-Inspired Story

Students can work individually or in groups to create a Sumerian-inspired story, using their knowledge of Sumerian mythology,
literature, and culture. They can write their story in cuneiform script, using a combination of logograms, phonograms, and
determinatives, and illustrate it with images and symbols inspired by Sumerian art and architecture.

Assessment and Evaluation

To assess student learning and understanding, teachers can use a variety of methods, such as written tests, quizzes, and projects, as
well as more innovative approaches, such as student-created videos, podcasts, or interactive presentations. They can also use
rubrics and feedback to evaluate student work, providing guidance and support to help students improve their knowledge and skills.

Assessment: Sumerian Writing Quiz

Teachers can create a quiz to assess student knowledge of Sumerian writing, including its history, development, and cultural
significance. The quiz can include multiple-choice questions, short-answer questions, and essay questions, as well as more
interactive elements, such as matching games and crossword puzzles.

Conclusion and Reflection

In conclusion, the study of Sumerian writing offers a unique and fascinating window into the culture, history, and literature of ancient
Sumeria. By exploring the development, significance, and impact of writing in Sumerian society, students can gain a deeper
understanding of the importance of writing in human history and its continued influence on modern society. Teachers can reflect on
their own practice, considering how they can adapt and modify their teaching methods to better support student learning and
engagement.

Reflection: Teaching Sumerian Writing

Teachers can reflect on their experience teaching Sumerian writing, considering what worked well and what challenges they
faced. They can think about how they can improve their teaching practice, using new technologies, resources, and approaches to



engage students and promote deeper learning. They can also share their reflections with colleagues, contributing to a
community of practice and supporting the development of innovative and effective teaching methods.

Extension and Enrichment

To provide extension and enrichment opportunities, teachers can offer additional resources and activities that allow students to
explore Sumerian writing in more depth and detail. This can include online courses, workshops, and conferences, as well as field trips
to museums, archaeological sites, and cultural institutions. Students can also engage in independent research projects, using primary
and secondary sources to investigate topics of interest and produce original work.

Extension: Independent Research Project

Students can work individually or in groups to design and conduct an independent research project on a topic related to Sumerian
writing, such as the evolution of cuneiform script, the significance of writing in Sumerian literature, or the impact of Sumerian writing
on modern society. They can use a variety of sources, including academic articles, books, and primary sources, to gather information
and produce a written report, presentation, or exhibition.

Glossary and References

To support student learning and understanding, teachers can provide a glossary of key terms and concepts related to Sumerian
writing, as well as a list of references and resources for further study. This can include academic articles, books, and online
resources, as well as primary sources, such as Sumerian tablets and inscriptions.

Glossary: Sumerian Writing Terms
Teachers can create a glossary of key terms and concepts related to Sumerian writing, including cuneiform, logogram, phonogram,

and determinative. They can also include definitions and explanations of Sumerian literary and cultural terms, such as epic, hymn, and
proverb.
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Lesson Objectives
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Introduction and Hook

Begin the lesson by asking students to imagine a world without writing, where communication is limited to
oral traditions and memory. Ask students to share their thoughts and ideas about how people would record
information, tell stories, and pass down history without writing.

Introduction to Sumeria

Introduce the topic of the invention of writing and its significance in ancient Sumeria, using visual aids such
as maps, timelines, and images of Sumerian artifacts.
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Direct Instruction

Provide a brief overview of the history of writing, from pictograms to cuneiform, using examples of
Sumerian tablets and artifacts. Explain how writing enabled the Sumerians to develop complex systems of
governance, commerce, and literature, and highlight the significance of the Epic of Gilgamesh as one of the
earliest surviving works of literature.

Graphic Organizer

Use a graphic organizer to help students visualize the evolution of writing and its impact on Sumerian
society.
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Guided Practice

Divide students into small groups and provide each group with a set of Sumerian artifacts, such as replicas
of cuneiform tablets, seals, and sculptures. Ask each group to analyze their artifacts and create a short
presentation about the significance of writing in Sumerian society.

Group Discussion

Circulate around the groups to provide guidance and facilitate discussion, encouraging students to use
evidence from their artifacts to support their claims.
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Independent Practice

Provide students with a writing workshop activity, where they will create their own cuneiform tablets using
clay or play dough. Ask students to write a short message or story using cuneiform script, and encourage
them to decorate their tablets with Sumerian-inspired designs.

Immersive Atmosphere

As students work, play Sumerian music and display images of Sumerian artifacts to create an immersive
atmosphere.
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Closure and Assessment

Gather the students together and ask each group to present their findings from the artifact analysis activity.
Allow time for questions and discussion, and provide feedback on their presentations.

Worksheet Activity

Distribute a worksheet with guiding questions, such as "What were the main advantages of writing in
Sumerian society?" or "How did writing impact the development of literature in ancient Sumeria?" Ask
students to reflect on what they have learned and how they can apply it to their own lives.
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Conclusion and Extension

Conclude the lesson by summarizing the key points and asking students to share one thing they learned
about the invention of writing and its impact on Sumerian society. Provide opportunities for extension, such
as creating a Sumerian-inspired story or poem, or researching the influence of Sumerian writing on modern
languages.

Reflection and Next Steps

Encourage students to think critically about the significance of writing in their own lives and how it
continues to shape their daily experiences. Discuss next steps, such as exploring the development of
writing in other ancient civilizations or creating a Sumerian-inspired museum exhibit.
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Assessment and Evaluation

Evaluate student understanding through a written test, project presentation, or cuneiform tablet creation.
Use a rubric to assess student work, including criteria such as content knowledge, critical thinking, and
creativity.

Feedback and Reflection

Provide feedback to students on their work, highlighting strengths and areas for improvement. Ask students
to reflect on what they learned and how they can apply it to their own lives.
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Conclusion

Summarize the key takeaways from the lesson, including the significance of writing in Sumerian society and
its continued influence on modern society. Encourage students to think critically about the importance of
writing in their own lives and how it shapes their daily experiences.

Final Thoughts

Provide a final thought-provoking question, such as "What would our lives be like without writing?" to leave
students with a lasting impression of the significance of this groundbreaking innovation.
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Appendix

Include additional resources, such as a list of recommended books or websites, for students who want to
learn more about the invention of writing and its impact on Sumerian society.

Glossary

Provide a glossary of key terms, such as cuneiform, Sumeria, and pictogram, to help students understand
the vocabulary used in the lesson.
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Extension Activities

Include a list of extension activities, such as creating a Sumerian-inspired story or poem, or researching the
influence of Sumerian writing on modern languages, to provide students with opportunities for further
learning and exploration.

Conclusion

Summarize the key takeaways from the lesson and encourage students to continue exploring the
fascinating world of ancient Sumeria and the significance of writing in human history.
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Final Thoughts

Provide a final thought-provoking question, such as "How can we apply the lessons of Sumerian writing to
our own lives and communities?" to leave students with a lasting impression of the significance of this
groundbreaking innovation.

Conclusion

Conclude the lesson by summarizing the key points and encouraging students to continue exploring the
fascinating world of ancient Sumeria and the significance of writing in human history.



