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Exploring Dostoevsky's "House of the Dead"

Historical Context Exploration (20 minutes)

Research and discuss the historical background of Dostoevsky's imprisonment and 19th-century Russian
society.

Research Questions:

1. What were the political circumstances that led to Dostoevsky's arrest?
2. How did the Russian penal system of the 1840s differ from modern prison systems?
3. What role did social class play in criminal punishment during this period?

Historical Aspect Key Information Personal Reflection

Political Context

Penal System

Social Dynamics

Psychological Analysis Activity (25 minutes)

Analyze the psychological transformation of prisoners in Dostoevsky's narrative.

1. Identify key psychological coping mechanisms described in the text:

2. Compare the psychological impact of imprisonment on different characters:

3. Discuss how extreme conditions reveal human nature:



Character Psychological Profile Challenge:

In groups, create a detailed psychological profile for one character from the text, exploring:

Initial psychological state
Psychological adaptation mechanisms
Long-term psychological impact of imprisonment



Literary Techniques Exploration (30 minutes)

Analyze Dostoevsky's unique narrative approach and literary techniques.

Narrative Technique Analysis:

1. Identify the narrative voice and perspective in the text
2. Examine the use of fragmented storytelling
3. Discuss how personal experience becomes universal commentary

Narrative Technique Textual Evidence Interpretative Analysis

Narrative Voice

Storytelling Structure

Creative Response Challenge (20 minutes)

Transform your understanding into a creative expression.

Choose ONE Creative Response:

1. Write a diary entry from the perspective of a prisoner
2. Create a visual representation of psychological transformation
3. Compose a poem exploring themes of resilience

[Space for creative work]

Reflection & Conclusion (15 minutes)

Individual Reflection:

1. How does Dostoevsky's work challenge your understanding of human nature?

2. What universal themes transcend the historical context of the text?



3. How might the psychological insights from this text apply to contemporary social issues?
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Comparative Literature Analysis (35 minutes)

Compare Dostoevsky's "House of the Dead" with other prison narratives and social commentaries.

Comparative Literature Exploration:

Literary Work Similarities Differences

Solzhenitsyn's "Gulag Archipelago"

Nelson Mandela's "Long Walk to Freedom"

1. Discuss the universal themes of human resilience across different prison narratives
2. Analyze how different authors represent institutional power and human dignity

Comparative Analysis Questions:

Key insights from comparative literature study:

Philosophical Implications Discussion (25 minutes)

Explore the deeper philosophical questions raised by Dostoevsky's work about human nature, punishment,
and redemption.

Philosophical Debate Prompts:

Can true rehabilitation exist within punitive systems?
How do extreme conditions reveal or transform human character?
What is the relationship between personal freedom and societal constraints?

Philosophical Stance Development:

Philosophical Question Personal Perspective Textual Evidence

Rehabilitation

Human Nature
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